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BE IT REMEMBERED; Thai on theetghth 

day of March in the thkh^-ninth year of th^ In- 

dependence of the United Staten of America^ John 

R. J&wiTT, of the said District hath deposited in this ^ice^ 

the title of a Book the right whereof he eiUdma as proprio' 

tor, in the words folUmnng^ to wit : 

A narrative of the adven&ns and sufferings if John R. 

Jennit $ only survivor if lAe vrem if the ship Boston^ 

during a captivity if nearly three years among the sitvages 

of Noiplka Sound : with an account of the manners^ mode 

if living^Hindreligums opinions if the natives. EwbelUsh^ 

ed with Aplate^ representing the sh^ in possession if the 

savages. 

" Dire scenes -of horror on a 8avag;e shore, 
'* In irhichy t witness sad, a part I bore.** 

In cofformity to an act if the Congress of the United 

States, erUitledf " An actjbr the encouragement if learnings 

** by securing the copies ef Maps, Charts and Books^ to the 

'* authors and proprietors if swih copies^ during the tims 

^* therein mentioned.^ 

HENRY W. EDWARDS, Clferk 

of the District of Connecticut* 

A true copy ^ Record, examined and sealed by mCy 

HENRY W. EDWARDS, Clerk 

of the District of CoDnccticat. 
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WILPERFORCE EAMTS 
INDIAN COLLE(;TlO^< 



.li'ames of tlie Crew of tJie SBp BoatoUt helot^ng to Boston in. 
J^Iasaachusetts, o^amed by Mettro, F. U T. Amory^ JUerchanti 
of that place — Ml of whom excepting two, were on the 22nd ojf 
March, 1803, barbaromly murdered by the eavagee of J^'^otka, 



John Salter, 

D. t)eiou'issa, 

AVilliam Ingraham^ 

Kdward Thompson, 

Adam Siddle, 

Philip Brown, 

John Dorthy, 

Abraham Wktera, 

Francis Buffieldy 

John Wilson,(b)ackraan)of Virginia^ 

William Caldwell, of Boston, 

Joseph Miner, 

William Hobinson,^ 

Thomas WiibO.i, 



of Boston, Captain. 

Do. Chief-Mate, 

of New- York, Second-Mat^ 

of Blylh, (England,) Boatswain, 

of Hull, Do. Carpenter.* 

•f Cambridge, (Mass.) Joiner, 

of Situate, Do. Blacksmith. 



of Philadelphia, 
of Penton, (Eng.) 



Steward. 
Tidlor. 
Cook. 
Seaman. 

Do. 

Do. 

D«. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



of Kewbui>yport, 

of Leigh, (Scotland,) 

of Air, Do. 

Andrew Kelly, Do. Do. 

Hobert Burton,. of the Isle of Mail, 

James M'Clay, of Dublin, 

Thomas Platten, of Blakeney, Norfolk, Eng. Do. 

Thomas Newton, of Hull, Do. Do. 

Charles Bates, of St. James Deeping, Do. Do. 

Jolm Hall, of New-Castle, Do. Do. 

Skmuel Wood, of Glasgow, (Scotland) Do. 

Peter Alstrom, Norwegian, Do. 

Francis Marten, Portuguese, Do. 

Jupiter Senegal (blackman) Do. 

John Thompson, Philadelphia,. Sail-Makor^ 

who escaped— since dead. 
John R. Jewitt, of Boston in England, Armourer » 

the writer of the Journal from whence this Narrative is taken, 
and who at present, July, 1815, ^resides in Middletowp, in the 
atate of Connecticut. 
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A list of Words in the T^ootkian Language^ 
the most in use. 



Gheck-up, 

Klootz-mab^ 

J^oowexa, 

Hooma-hexa, 

Tanassis. 

Kallahtik, 

Kloot.chcm-up, 

Tanassis-check-up , 



Tanassis-kloots-mah, Dauj?hter. 



Man . Toop-heltbf Cloth . 

Woman. Cham-mass, Fruit. 

Father. Cham -mas- C Sweet or pleasant 
Mother .sish, t to the taste. 

Child-Moot-suSt Powder. 

Brother.,Chee-pokes, Copper. 

Sistcr.jHah-welks, ^ Hungry. 

Son.]Nee-sim-mer-hise, _ Enough 



Tau-hal-se-tee, 

Kassee, 

Hap-se-up, 

Neetsa, 

Parple, 

Chce-chec. 

Choop, 

Kook-a-nik-sa, 

Klishklin, 

Oophellh, 

Tar-toose, 

Sie-yah, 

Toop-cllh, 

Cha-hak, 

Meetla, 

Queece, 

Noot-chpe, 



Chit-ta-Yek, Knife or dagger. 
Head.Kliok-cr-yek, Rings. 

£yes.Quish-ar, * Smoke. 

Hair. Mar-met-ta, Goose or duck. 
Nose. Pook-shitUe, To blow. 

Tongue. Ar-teese, To bathe. 

Hands. Ma-mook-aQ-itiah> To go to fisb . 

Feet. Ar-smootish- ^ * «,*«*:^., 
^ A warrior. 



i^at-tur-miss^ 

Een-nuk-see, 

Mook-see, 

Msik-ka-tee» 

Wik, 

He-bo, 

Kak-koelth, 

.Vfafr^ack, 

Kiack-e-misSy 

Q;iart-Iak, 

Goo-coo-ho-sa, 

Moo-watch, 

So4)ar, 

Toosch-qua, 

Pow-ee, 

Kloos-a-mit, 

Cbap-atZj 

Oo wha-pa, 

Ghee-me-na, 

Chee-men, 

8*:ck<i-minny, 



Sun or Moon.'check-up, t 

Stars,tha-alt.see.k!at-tur- C Go off, or 
9ky.wab, ^go away. 

Sea.Ma-kook, To sell. 

Snow . Oo-nah, How many . 

Mountain or hill, f-yah-ish. Much. 

Earth . Rom-me-tak, I und^fftsnd. 

Fire or fuel . r . ^^ ^„ ^.v J ^ do not nnder- 

Rock, "^-y^^-"^*-^*^'! stand. 

House . Em-ma-chap, Tp play. 

No. Kle.wh;ir, To la^igb . 

Bring it. 

One. 

Two. 

Three* 

Four. 

Five. 

Six. 

Seven . 

BighC 

Nine. 

Ten. 

Twenty. 

One hundred* 



Whale. Kah-ah-coby 
Oil. Sah.wauk, 
Att-ls, 
Kat-sa, 
Mooh, 
Soo-chah, 
Noo-poo, 
Ai-tk*poo, 
At-lah-queltb, 
Saw-w auk-queltb, 
Hy-o, 
Sak-aitz, 
Soo-jewk 



Sea-otter. 

Seal 

Bear 

Salmon. 

Cod. 

Halibut 

Herring 

Cance 

Paddle 

A fish-hook. 

Fish-hooks 

Iron. 



Hy-e-oak, 



Ooe thoosantt. 
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NARRATIVE 



OF 



JOHN R. JEWITT. 



I WAS^born in Boston, a considerable 
borough town in Lincolnshire, in Great-Bri- 
tain, on the 21st of May, 1783. My father, 
Edward Jewitt, was by trade a blacksmith, 
and esteemed among the first in his line 
of business in that place. ..At the age of 
three years I had the misfortune to lose my 
mother, a most excellent woman, who died 
in childbed, leaving an infant daughter, who, 
with myself, and aa elder brothef. by a for<> 
mer marriage of my father constituted the 
whole of our family. My father, who oon-^ 
sidered a good educatioif as the greatest 
blessing he could bestow on his children, 
was very particular in paying every atten- 
tion to us in that respect, always exhorting, 
ns to behave welU and endeavouring to im- 
press on our minds the principles of virtue 
and morality, and no expense in his power 
was spared to have us instructed in whatev-^ 
er might render us useful and respectable, 
in society. My brother, who was four> 
years older than myself^ and of a more. 
a2 
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hardy constitutioa, he destined for his o^wn 
trade, but to me he had resolved to give an 
education superior to that which is to be ob- 
tained in a common school, it being his in- 
tention that I should adopt one of the learn- 
ed professions. Accordingly at the age of 
twelve he took me from the school in which 
I had been taught the first rudiments of 
learning, and placed me under the care of 
Mr. Moses, a celebrated teacher of an acad- 
emy at Donnington^ about twenty miles 
from Boston, in order to be instructed in the 
Latin language, and in some of the higher 
branches of the Mathematics. I there made 
considerable proficiency in writing, reading, 
and Arithmetic, and obtained a pretty good 
knowledge of navigation and of survey- 
ing ; but my progress in Latin was slow, 
not only owing to theSittle inclination I 
felt for learning that language, but to a na- 
tural impediment in my speech, which ren- 
dered it extremely 4iifiicutt for me to pro- 
nounce it, so that in *a short time, with my 
fatheVs consent, I wholly relinquished the 
study. 

The period of my stay at this jrface was 
the most happy of my life. My preceptor, 
Mr. Moses, was not only a learned, bnt a 
virtuous, benevolent, and amiable man, uni- 
versally beloved by his pupils, who took de- 
light in his instruction, and to whom he al- 
lowed every proper amusement, (hat con- 
sisted with attention to their studie:^. 
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Oee of the priacipal pleasures I enjoyed 
was in attending the fair, which is regularly 
held twice a year at Donnington, in the 
spring and in the fall ; the second day be- 
ing wholly devoted to selling horses, a pro- 
digious number of which are brought thith- 
er for that purpose. As the scholars on 
these occasions were always indulged with a 
holiday, I cannot express with what eager- 
ness of youthful expectation I used tq anti- 
cipate these fairs, nor what delight I felt at 
the various shows, exhibitions of wild beasts, 
and other entertainments that tliey present- 
ed. I was frequently visited by my father, 
who always discovered much joy on seeing 
me, praised me for my acquirements, and 
' usually left me a small sum for my pocket 
expenses. 

Among the scholars at this academy, there 
was one named Charles Rice, with whom I 
formed a particular intimacy, which contin- 
ued during the whole of my stay. He was 
my class and room mate, and as the town 
he came from, Ashby, was more than i^ixty 
miles off, instead of returning home, he used 
frequently during the vacation, to go with 
me to Boston, where he always met wilh a 
cordial welcome from my father, who receive 
ed me on these occasions with tlie great^^t 
affection, apparently taking much pride in 
mc. My friend in return used to take me 
with him to an uncle of his in Don&ingtoti> a 
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urbo had been brought up in a superior man- 
ner^ and was an amiable and sensible vfo- 
man.. 

About a year after I had commenced this 
apprenticeship/ iny father finding that he 
eould carry on bis business to more advan- 
tage in Hull, removed thither with his fami- 
ly. An event of no little importance to me, 
as it in a great measure influenced my ^fu- 
ture destiny* Hull being one of the best 
ports in England, and a place of great trade» 
my father had there full employment for 
his numerous workmen, particularly^ in ves- 
sel work. This naturally leading me to an 
acquaintance with the sailors on board some 
of the ships, the. many remarkable stories 
they told me of their voyages ind adven- 
tures, and of the manners and customs of 
the nations they had seen, excited a strong 
wish in me to visit foreign countries, vi^hicE 
was encreased by my reading tlie voyages 
of Capt. Cook, and some other celebrated 
navigators. 

Thus passed the four years that I lived at 
Hull, where my f^her, was esteemed liy all 
who knew him, as a worthy, industrious^ and 
thriving man. At this period a circum- 
stance occurred which afforded me the op- 
portunity I had for some time wished, of gra- 
tifying my inclination of going abroad. 

Among our principal customers at Hull, 
were the Americans who frequented that 



iL. 
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and from whose ocmversation, ray 
(as well as myself formed the most fa* 
YOi^j^e opinion of that country, as affording 
an excellent fiel4 for the exertions of indus- 
try, and a Mattering prospect for the estab- 
lishment of a ^oung man io life. In the 
summer of the y^ar 1802, during the peace 
between England and France, the ship Bos- 
ton, belonging^ Boston, iu Massachusetts, 
and commancljMiY Capt John Salter, ar- 
rived at HuU^^V^tner she came to take on 
board a cai^o of such goods as were want- 
ed for the trade, with the Indians on the 
North- West coast of America, from whence, 
after having taken in a lading of furs and 
skins, she was to proceed to China, and from 
thence home to America. The ship, having 
occasion for ipany repairs and alterations, ne- 
cessary for so long a voyage, the captain ap- 
plied to m^y father to do the snrith work, 
which was very considerable. That gentle- 
man, who was of a social turn, used often to 
call at my father's house, where he passed 
many of his evenings, with his chief and se- 
cond mates, Mr. B. Delouisa, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Ingraham, the latter a fine young man 
of about twenty, of a most amiable temp^, 
and of such affable manners, as gained him 
the love and attachment of our whole crew. 
These gentlemen used occasionally to take 
me with them to the theatre, an amusement 
which I was Tery fond of, and which my £ak- 
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ther rather encouraged than objected ^ as 
he thought it a good means of preveiRSng 
young men who are naturally incline to 
seek for something to amuse them, ^from 
frequenting taverns, ale houses, and places 
of bad resort, equally destructive of the 
health and morals, while the stage frequently 
furnishes excellent lessons of morality and 
good conduct. 

In the evenings that hlkdbsed at my fa- 
ther's Captain Saltar, wHo^ad for a great 
number of years been at sea, and seen al- 
most all parts of the world, used sometimes 
to speak of his voyages, and observing me 
listen with much attention to his relation^, 
he one day when I had brought him some 
Tvork, said to me in rather a jocose manner, 
John, how should you like to go with me ? 
I answered^that it would give me grest plea- 
sure, that I had for a long time wished to 
visit foreign countries, particularly America, 
which I had been told so many fine stori^ 
of, and that if my father would give his 
consent and he was willing to take me with 
him, I would go. I shall be very glad to do 
it, said he if your fath^ can be prevailed on 
to let you go, and as I want an expert smith 
ioT an armourer, the one I have shipped for 
that purpose not being sufficiently master 
of his trade, I have no doubt that you will 
answer my turn well, as I perceive you are 
both active and ingenious^ and on mf tex* 
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turn to America^ I shall probably be able to 
do something much better for-^ou in Bos** 
ton ; I will tak^ the first opportunity of speak* 
ing to your fother about it, and try to per- 
suade him to consent' He accordingly the 
next evening that he called at our house in- 
troduced the subject: my father at first would 
not listen to the propojsaL That best of pa- 
rents, though anhxioas for my advantageous 
establishment in life, could not bear to think 
of parting with me, but on « Capt. Salter's 
telling him of iw^hat benefit it would be to me 
to go the voyage with him, and that it was" 
a pity- to: keep a promising and ingenious 
young fellow, like myself, confined to a small 
shop in England, when if I had tolerable 
success, I might do so amch better in Ame- 
rica, where, wages were much higher and 
iiving cheaper, he at length gave up his ob- 
jections and consented that I should ship on 
board the Boston as an armourer, at the rate 
of thirty dollars per month ; with an agree- 
ment that the amount due me, together with 
acertoin sum Of money which my father gave 
Cs^t. Salter for that purpose, should be laid 
out by .him on the North-West Coast in the 
purchase of furs^on my account, to bedis- 
posed^of in Chirta for stioh gOods as would 
yield a profit on the return Of the ship ; my 
£aither being solici tods to give me, every ad- 
vantage in his powefj of well ea^blishing 
myself in my trade in Boston orsdme other 

B 
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maritime town df America. Such were ibe 
flattering expectations which this good man 
indulged respecting me. Alas ! the fatal dis« 
aster that bigfel us, not only blasted all these 
hopes, but involved me in extreme distress- 
and wretchedness for a long period &fter. 

The ship having undergone a thorough re- 
pair and been well coppered, proceeded to 
take on board her cargo, which consisted of 
English cloths, Dutch blankets, looking 
glasses, beads, knives, razors, &c. which 
were received from Holland, some sugar 
and molasses, about twenty hogsheads of 
rum, including stores for the ship, a great 
quantity of ammunition, cutlasses, pistols, 
and three thousand muskets and fowling 
pieces. The ship being loaded and ready 
for sea, as I was preparing for my departure, 
ray father came to me, and taking me aside, 
said to me with much emotion, John, I am 
now going to part with you, and heaven on- 
ly knows if we shall ever again meet. But 
in whatever part of the world you are, al- 
ways bear it in mind, that on your own con- 
duct will depend your success in life. Be 
honest, industrious, frugal, and temperate, 
and you will not fail, in whatsoever country 
it may be your lot to be placed, to gain 
yoursdf friends. Let the Bible be your 
guide, and your reliance in any fortune tliat 
may befel you that Almighty Being, who 
knows how to bring forth good from evil. 
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aqd wbo never deserts those who put their 
trust in him. He repeated his exhortations 
to me to lead an honest and a christian life, 
and to recoUect that I had a father, a moth- 
er, a brother, and sister, i/i^ho could not but 
feel a strong interest in my welfare, enjoin- 
ing me to write him by the first opportunity 
that should offer to England, from whatever 
part of the world I might be in, more partir 
cularly on my arrival in Boston. This I 
promised to do, but long unhappily was it 
before I was able to fulfil this promise. I 
then took an affectionate leave of my wor- 
thy parent, whose feelings, would hardly 
permit him to speak, and bidding an affec- 
tionate farewell to my brother, sister, and 
step-mother, who expressed the greatest so- 
licitude for my future fortune, went on board 
the ship, which proceeded to^ the Dowps to 
be ready for the first favourable wind. I 
found myself well accommodated^ on board 
as regarded my work, an iron foirge having 
beep erected on deck ; this my father had 
made foi' the ship on a new plan, for which 
he afterwards obtained a patent; while a 
corner of the steerage was appropriated to 
my vice bench, so that in bad weather I 
could work below. 

On the third day of September, 1802, we 
sailed from the Downs with a fair wind, in 
company with twenty-four sail of American 
vessels, most of which wei« bound home. 
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I was sea-8icfi for.afew of .the first dayi^ 
;but it was of short continuance, and on my 
recovery I found myself in uncommonly fine 
health and spirits, and went to work with 
alacrity at my forge, in putting in order some 
of the muskets, and making d^^ers, knives, 
and small hatchets for the Indian trade, 
while in wet and stormy weather I was oc- 
cupied below in filing atid polishing them. 
This was my employment, having but little 
to do with sailing the vessel, though I used 
occasionally to lend a hand in assisting the 
seamen in taking in and making sail. As I 
had never before been out of sight of land, 
I cannot describe my sensations, aifter J had 
recovered from the distressing effects of sea- 
sickness, on viewing the mighty ocean by 
which I was surrounded, bounded only by 
the sky ; while its waves rising in mpulxtains, 
seemed every moment to threaten our ruin. 
Manifest as is the hand of Providence in 
preserving its creatures from destruction, in 
no instance is it more so than on the great 
deep; for whether we consider in it§ tu- 
multuary motions thewatry deluge that each 
moment menaces to overwhelm us, the im- 
mense violence of its shocks, the little that 
interposes between us and death, a single 
plank forming our only security, which, 
should it unfortunately be loosened, would 
plunge us at once into the sJbySs, our grjrti- 
tude ought strongly to be excited towards 
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4hat superintending Deity ^bo in so won- 
derftil a manner sustains our4ives amkl Uie 
waves. ^ ' 

Vfe had a pteasant and favorable passage 
of twenty-nine days to the Island of St. Ca- 
therine on the' coast of Brazils^ where the 
Captain had deteitnioied to stop for a few 
days to wood and waiter. This place be- 
ings to the .Portuguese. On entering the 
harbor we wfere saluted by the fort which we 
returned. '. The next day the Governor of the 
Island came on board of us witb his suite ; 
Captain Salter received him with mucbres>* 
pec|;^and in^vited him to dine witb. hitiiv which 
be accepted. The ship remained at St. Ca- 
tharine s four days, during which time, we 
were busily employed in taking in wood, wa- 
ter^ and fresh provisions^ Captain Salter 
thinking it best to furnish himself here with 
a fall supply for his voyage to the North- 
West coast, ,so as not to be obliged to stop 
at the Sand w:ich Islands. St. Catharine is 
a very commodious place for vessels to slop 
at that are bound round Cape Horn, as it 
abounds with springs of fine water, with ex- 
cellent oranges, plantains, and bananas. 

Having compile ted our stores -We put to 
sea, and* ouithe twenty-fifih of December at 
length passed Cape Horn$ which -we had 
made no less than thirty-siix days before, but 
were repeatedly forced back by contrary 
B2 
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winds, experieocing very rough and temf^es* 
tuous weather id doubling it; 

Immediately after passing Cape Horn, all 
t)ur dangers and difficulties seemed to be at 
an end ; the weather became fine and so 
little labour was necessary on board the ship 
that th6 men soon recovered from their £i^ 
tigue and were in excellent spirits. A few 
days after we fell in with an English South 
Sea Whaling Ship, homeward bound, which 
was the only vessel we spoke with on our 
voyage. We now took the trade wind or 
monsoon, during which we enjoyed the fin- 
est weather possible, -so that for the space 
of a fortnight we were not obliged to reeve 
fL topsail or to make a tack, and so light was 
th^ duty and easy the life of the sailors dur- 
ing this time, that they appeared the happi- 
est of any people in the world. 
' Captain Salter, who had been for many 
years in the East- India trade, was a most 
axcellent seaman, and preserved the strict* 
est order and discipline on board his ship, 
though he was a man of mild temper and 
doncHiatiog manners, and disposed to allow 
every indB%ence to his men, not inconsistent 
with their Aity. We had on board a fine 
band of music, with which on Saturday 
nights, when the weather was pleasant, we 
were accustomed to be regaled, the Captain 
ordering them to play for several hours for 
the amusement of ^ crew. This to roe 
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was taost de%fatfol, especially during the 
serene evenings we expenenced in traversing 
the Sontbera Ocean. As for myself, during 
the day I was <x>nstantly .occupied at my 
forge, in re-fitting t>r r^airing some of the 
iron work of the vensel, but principally in 
making tomahawks,^ daggers, kc. for the 
Northwest coast 

Daring the first part of our voyage we 
saw scarcely aay &sh, exceptii^ some 
whales, a few sharks, and flying fisk ; but 
after weathering €ape Hora we met with 
nnmerous shoals of sea porpoises,, several of 
whom we caught^ and as we had beeoifor 
some time without fresh provisions, I found 
it not only a palatable but really a very ex- 
cellent food. To one who has never before 
seen them, a shoal of these fish presents a. 
very striking and singular appearance ; be- 
held at a distance coming towards a vessel: 
they look not unUke a great number of small 
Uack waves rolling over one another in a^ 
confused manner and approaching with great 
swiftness. As soon as a shoal is seen dl is 
iMistle and activity on board the ship, the 
grains and the harpoons are immediately got 
ready, and those who are best skilled in. 
throwing them take their stand at the bow 
and along the gunwale anxiously awaiting 
the welcome troop as they come gamboling 
and blowing around the vessel, in search of 
food* When pierced with the harpoon and 
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drawn bo board, unless the^fish is instantly 
killed by the stroke, which rarely happens^ 
it utters most pitiful cries, greatly resembling; 
those of an infant The iSesh cut into steaks 
and broiled, is not unlike very coarse .beef, 
aiid the harslj^t in appearance aiid taste is so 
miich like :tha,t ,of a hog, that it would be 
no easy miatter to distinguish the one from 
the other ; iirorii this circumstance the sai- 
lors have given the name of the herring hog 
to this^sh ; I was told by some of the crew, 
that if one of them happens to free itself 
from the grains or harpoons,^ when struck^ 
all the others, attracted by the blood, im* 
mediately quit the ship and give chace to 
the wounded one^ and as soon as they over* 
take it im«>ediately tear it in pieces. We 
also caught a large shark, which had follow- 
ed the ship for several days with a hook 
which I made for the purpose, and al- 
though the flesh was by no means equal to 
that of the herring hog, yet to those desti* 
tote as we wiere of any thing fresh, I found 
it eat very well. After passing the Capi^ 
when the sea had become calm we saw great 
numbers of Albatrosses, a large brown and 
white bird of the goose kind, one of which 
Captain Salter shot, whose wings measured 
from their extremities fifteen feet. One 
thing, however, I must not omit mentioning, 
as it struck me in a roost singular and ex^ 
traordinary manner This was, that oii 
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passing GapeHoraiD Decetriber, which wa» 
mid summer in that climate, the nights were 
so light, without any mooo, that we found 
*no difficulty whatever in reading smaH 
{>rint which we frequently did dunng our 
.watches. 

In this manner, witb a fair wind and easy 
weather from the 28th oif December, the pe- 
riod of our passing Cape Horn, we pursued 
our voyage to the Northward until the 12th 
of Marcbr 1803,.when we made Woody Point 
in Nooika Sound on the North West Coast 
of America. We immediately stood up the 
Sound for Nootka, where Captaia Salter hud 
determined to stop, iu order to iMippIy the 
ship with wood and water before proceeding 
up the coast to trade* But in ordter to avoid 
the risque of any molesta^tion or interruption 
to his men from .the Indians, while thus en^ 
ployed, he proceeded with the ship about five 
miles to the Northward of the village, which 
' is situated on Friendly Cove and sent out 
his chief mate with several of the crew in 
the boat to find a good place for anchoring 
her.T-AHer sounding for some time they re^ 
turned with information that they had dis* 
coveced a secure place for anchorage, on the 
Western side of an inlet or smalt bay at about 
half a mile from the /coast, near a small isl- 
and which protected it from the sea, and 
where there was a plenty of wood and excel- 
lent water. The ship accordingly came to 
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anchor id this place, at twelve o'clock at 
night, in twelve fetbom water, muddy bottom, 
and so near the shore that to prevent the ship 
from winding we secured her by a hauser to 
the trees. On the morning of the-next day, 
the thirteenth, several of the natives came on 
board in a canoe from the village of Nootka, 
with their king, called Maquina, who ap- 
peared much pleased on seeing us, and with 
great seeming cordiality, welcomed Capt. 
Salter and his officers to his country. As I 
had never before beheld a savage of any na- 
tion, it may readily be supposed that the nov- 
elty of their appearance, so different from any 
people that 1 had hitherto seen, excited in 
me strong feelings of surprize and curiosity, 
I was, however, particularly struck with the 
looks of their king, who was a man of a dig- 
nified aspect, about six feet in heightM and 
extremely strait and well proportioned ; bis 
features were in general good and his face 
was rendered remarkable by a large Roman 
nose, a very uncommon form of feature 
among these people ; his complexion was of 
a dark copper hue, though his face, legs, and 
arms were on this occasion, so covered writh 
red paint, that their natural colour could 
scarcely be perceived, his eye-brows were 
painted black in two broad stripes like a 
new moon, and his long black hair, which 
shone with oil, wras fastened in a bunch on 
the top of his head and strewed or powder- 
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ed all over with white down, which gave 
him a most curious aad extraordinary ap-^ 
pearance. He was dressed in a large man- 
tle or cloak of the black sea otter skin, 
which reached to his knees, and was fasten- 
ed around his middle by a broad belt of the 
cloth of the country, wrought, or painted 
with figures of several colours ; this dress 
was by no means unbecoming, but on the 
contrary had an air of savage magnificence. 
His men were habited in mantles of the 
same cloth, which is made from the bark of 
a tree, and has some resemblance to straw 
matting, these are nearly square and have 
two holes in the upper part large enough to 
admit the arras — they reach as low as the 
knees and are fastened around their bodies 
with a belt about four inches broad of the 
same cloth. 

From his having frequently visited the 
English and American ships that traded to 
the coast, Maquina had learned the signifi- 
cation of a number of English words, and in 
general could make himself pretty well un- 
derstood by us in our own language. He 
was always the first to goon board such 
ships as came to Nootka^ which he was 
much pleased in visiting, even when he had 
no trade to offer, as he almost always receiv* 
ed some small present, and was in general 
extremely well treated by the commailders. 
He remaited on board of us for 6ome time 
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during which the captain took him into the 
cabin and treated him with a glass of rum ; 
these people being very fond of distilled spi- 
rits, and some biscuit and molasses which^ 
the J prefer' to any kind of food that we can 
offer them. 

As there are seldom many furs to be pur- 
chased at this place aud it was not fully the 
season, Capt. Salter had put in here not so 
much with an expectation of trading as to 
procure an ^mple stock of wood and water 
for the supply of the ship oh the coast, think- 
ing it more prudent to take it on board iit 
iNootka, from the generally friendly disposi- 
tion of the|)eople, than to endanger the safe- 
ty of his men in sending tl>em on shore for 
that purpose among the more ferocious na- 
tives of the. north, /With this view, Ave im- 
mediately set about getting our water casks 
in readiness, and the next and two succeed- 
ing days part of the crew were sent on shore 
to cut pine timber and assist the carpenter 
in making it into yards and spars fot* the ship, 
while those on board were employed in re- 
fitting the rigging, repairing the sails, &c. 
when we proceeded to take in our wood and 
water as expeditiously as possible, during 
which time I kept myself busily employed 
in repairing the muskets, making knives, 
tomaxes, &c. and doing such iron work as 
was wanted for the . shipr Meantime more 
or less of tlie natives came <m board of us 
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which they supplied* us in great plenty/ re- 
ceiving in retorn some trilling articles. Capt. 
Salter was always very particular before std* 
mitting these people on board to see that they 
had no arnSis about them, by obliging them in- 
discriminately to throw off their garments, so 
that he felt perfectly sepure from any attack. 
On the fifteenth the king came on board 
with several of his chiefs ; he was dressed 
as before in his magnificent otter sl^in robe, 
having his face highly painted, and his hair 
tossed off with the white down which look- 
ed like snow; his chiefs were dressed in 
mantles of the country cloth of its natural 
coloui*, which is a pale yellow ; these were 
orna^tiented with a broad border painted or 
wrought in figures of several colours repre- 
senting men's heads, various animals, &c. 
aqd secured around them by a belt like that 
of the king fromw hich it was distinguished 
only by being narrower : the dress of the 
common people is of the^ame fashion and 
differs from that of the chiefs in being of a 
coarser texture and painted red, of one uni- 
form colour. 

Captain Salter invited Maquina and his 
chiefs to dine with him, and it was curious 
to see how these people (when they eat) seat 
themselves (in their country fashion upoh 
our chairs) with their feet under them cros- 
sed like Turks. They cannot endure the 
C * 
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taste of salt, and the only thing they would 
eat with us was the ship, bread which they 
;were rery fond of especially when dipped in 
molasses, they had also a great liking for tea 
„and coffee when well sweetened. As iron 
weapons and tools of almost every kind are 
in much request among them, whenever they 
came on Loaid they wtrealays very at- 
tentive to me, crowding around me at the 
forge, as if to see in what manner 1 did my 
work, and in this way became quite familiar, 
a circumstance, as will be seen in the end, 
of great importance to me. The salmon 
which they brought us furnished a most de- 
licious treat to men who for a long time had 
lived wholly on salt provisions excepting 
such few sea fish as we had the good fortune 
occasionally to take. We indeed feasted 
most luxuriously, and flattered ourselves 
that we should not want while on the coast 
for plenty of fresh provisions, little imagin- 
ing the fate that awaited us, and that this 
dainty food was to prove the unfortunate lure 
to our destruction ! On the nineteenth, the 
king came again on board and was invited 
by the Captain to dine with him. He had 
much. conversation with Capt. Salter, and 
informed him that there were plenty of wild 
djupks and geese near Friendly Cove, on 
^hich the Captain made him a present of a 
iiouble-barreled fowling piece with which he 
appealed to be greatly pleased and soon af- 
ter went on shore* 
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On the 20th we were nearly ready for our 
departure, having taken in what wood and 
water we were in want of. 

The next day Maquina came on board 
with nine pair of wild ducks, as a present, 
at the same time he brought with him the 
gun one of the locks of which he had brok- 
en, telling the Captain that it was peshak^ 
that is bad ; Capt. Salter was very much of- 
fended at tliis observation, and considering 
it as a mark of contempt for his present, he 
called the king a liar, adding other oppro- 
brious terms, and taking the gun from him 
tossed it indignantly into the cabin and cal- 
ling me to him said, ' John, this fellow has 
broken this beautiful fowling piece, see if 
you can mend it :' on examing it 1 told him 
that it could be done. — As I have already 
observed, Maquina knew a number of Eng- 
lish words, and unfortunately understood but 
too well the meaning of the reproachful 
terms that the Captain addressed to him. — 
He said not a word in reply, but his counte- 
nance sufficiently expressed the rage he felt, 
though he exerted himself to suppress it, and 
I observed him wbile the Captain was speak- 
ing repeatedly put his hand to his throat and 
rub it upon his bosom, which he afterwards 
told me was to keep down his heart which 
was rising into his throat and choaking him. 
He soon after went on shore with his men, 
evidently much discomposed. 
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Oa the morning of the 22d the natives 
came off to us as usual with salmon, and re- 
Qiained on board, when about noon Maqui- 
na came along side with a considerable num- 
^r of his chiefs and men in their canoes, 
who, after going through the customary ex- 
amination were admitted into the ship. He 
l^ad a whistle in his hand, and over his face 
a very ugly mask of wood representing the 
head of some wild beast,^ appeared to be re- 
markably good humoured and gay, and 
whilst his people sung and capered about the 
deck, entertaining us with a variety of an- 
tic tricks and gestures, he blew his whistle 
to a kind of tune which seemed to regulate 
their motions. As Capt Salter was walk- 
ing on the quarter deck amusing himself with 
their dancing, the king <iame up to him and 
enquired when he intended to go to sea ? — 
he answered, to-morrow. — Maquina then 
said, * you love salmon — much in Friendly 
Cove, why not go then and catch some ?' — 
The Captain thought that it would be very 
desirable to have a good supply of these fish 
for the voyage, and on consulting with Mr. 
Delouisa it was agreed to' send part of the 
crew on shore after dinner with the seine in 
order to procure a quantity — Maquina and 
his chiefs staid and dined on board, and after 
dinner the chief mate went off with nin^ 
men in the jolly boat and yawl to fish at 
Friendly Cove, having set the steward ou 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



29 

shore at our watering place to wash the cap- 
tain's clothes. Shortly after the departure 
of the boats I went down to my vice bench 
in the steerage, where I was employed m 
cleaning muskets. I had not been there 
more than an hour when I heard the men 
hoisting in the long boat, which, in a few min>- 
ittes after, was succeeded by ^ great bustle 
and confusion on deck. I immediately ran 
up the steerage stairs, but scarcely was my 
head above deck, when I was caught by the 
hair by one of the savages, and lifted from 
my feet ; fortunately for roej my hair being 
short, and the ribbon with which it was tied 
slipping, I Ml from his hold into the steerage. 
As I was falling, be struck at me with an axe, 
which cut a deep gash in my forehead^ and 
penetrated the skull; but in consequence of 
his Tosing his hoM, \ hickily escaped the full 
force of the blow ; whicb, otherwise, would 
have cleft my head in two. \ fell, stunned 
and senseliess upon •the floor — how long I 
continued in this situation I know not, but 
on recovering my senses the first thing that 1 
did, was to try to get up ; but so weak was 
r, from the loss of blood, that 1 fainted and 
fell. I was however soon recalled to my re- 
collection by three loud shouts or yells from 
the savages, which convinced me that they 
had got possession of the ship. It is impos- 
sible for me to describe my feelings at this 
terrific sound. — Some faint idea may be for- 
c2 
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ined of tbein by those who have known what ' 
H 18 to half waken from a hideous dream and 
still think it real. Never, no, never, shall I 
lose from my mind, the impression of that 
dreadful moment. I expected every instant 
to share the wretched fate of my unfortunate 
companions, and when I heard the song of 
triumph, by which these infernal yells was 
succeeded, my blood ran cold in my veins. 
Having at length- sufficiently recovered my 
senses to look around me after wiping the 
blood from my eyes, I saw that the hatch of 
the steerage was shut. This was done, as 
I afterwards discovered, by order of Ma- 
quina, who, on seeing the savage strike at 
roe with the axe, told him not to hurt me, 
for that I wiMS the armourer, and would be 
use6il to them in r^Miiring their arms ; while 
at the same time (p prevent any of his men 
from injuring me, he had the hatch closed. 
But to me tbis circumstance wore a very dif- 
ferent appearance, for I thought that these 
barbarians had only prolonged my life in or- 
der to deprive me of it by the most cruel tor- 
tures. I remained in tiiis horrid state of 
suspeuce for a v^y long time, when at length 
the hatch was opened, and Maquina, calling 
me by name, ordered me to cOme up. I 
groped my way up as well as I was able, 
being almost blinded with the blood that 
flowed from my wound, and so weak as with, 
difficulty to walk. The king, on perceivic^ 
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my situatioti, ordered one of "his men to bring 
a pot of water to wash the blood from qi 
face, which having done, I was able to Ifiee 
distinctly with one of my eyes, but the oth- 
er was 80 swoHen from my wound, that it was 
closed. But what a terrific spectacle met 
my ^yes ; six naked savages, standing in a 
circle around me, covered with the blood of 
my murdered comrades, witb their daggers 
uplifted in their hands, prepared tb strike. 
I now thought my last moment bad come, 
and recommended my soul to my Maker. — 
The king, who, as 1 have already observed, 
knew enough of English to make himself 
understood, entered the circle, and placing 
himself before me, addressed me nearly in 
the following words — " John — I speak — 
you no say no — You say no — daggers 
come r He then asked me if I would be 
bi» slave during my life — If I would fight 
for him in his b^tdes — If I wonld repair his 
muskets and make daggers and knives for 
him-^*-with several other questions, to all of 
which I was careful to answer, yes. He then 
told me that he would spare my life, and or- 
dered me to kiss his hand^ and feet to show 
my submission to him, which I did — In the 
mean time his people were very clamorous 
to have me put to death, so that there sho.yld 
be none of us left to tell our story to our 
countrymen and prevent them from coming 
to trade with them ; but the king, in the 
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moBt determined maoner opposed their wish* 
es, and to his favour am I wholly indebted 
for my being yet among the livmg. As I 
was busy at work at the time of the attack, 
I was without my coat, and what with the 
coldness of the weather, my feebleness from 
loss of bfood, the pain of my wound and the 
extreme agitation and terror that I still felt, 
I shook like a leaf, which the king obser?-. 
ing, went into the cabin and bringing up a 
great coat that belonged to the captain, threw 
it over my shoulders, telling me to drink some 
rum from a bottle which he handed me at 
the same time, giving me to understand that 
it v^ould be good for me and keep me from 
trembling as I did. I took a draught of it, 
after which, taking me by the hand, be led 
me to the quarter deck,, where the most hor- 
rid sight presented ftself that ever my eyes 
witnessed — the heads, of our unfortunate 
Captain and his crew, to the number of twen- 
ty-five^ were all arranged in a line,, and Ma- 
quina ordering one or his peopte to bring a 
head, asked me whose it was : I answered, 
the Captain's ; in like manner the others 
were shewed me, and I told him the names, 
excepting a few that were so hoi ribly man- 
gled that I was notabfeto recognize them. 
I now discovered that alt our unfortunate 
cre^v had been mafssacred, and learned that, 
after getting possession of the ship, the sava- 
ges had brok^open the arm chest and maga- 
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zine, and supplying themselves i;i^ith ammu- 
Bition and arms, sent a party on shore to at- 
tack our men who had gone thither to fish, 
and being joined by numbers from the vil- 
lage, without difficulty, overpowered and 
murdered them, and catting off their heads, 
brought them on board, after throwing their 
bodies into the sea. On looking upon the 
deck, I saw it entirely covered with the blood 
of my poor comrades, whose throats had 
been cut with their own jack-knives, the sav- 
ages having seized the opportunity while they 
were busy in hoisting in the boat to ;2:rapple 
with them and overpower them by their mim- 
bers ; in the scuffle the captain was thrown 
overboard and dispatched by those in the ca- 
noes who immediately cut off his head : 
What I felt on this occasion, may be more 
readily conceived than expressed. 

After I had answered his questions, Ma- 
quina took my silk handkerchief from my 
neck and bound it around my head, placing 
over the wound a leaf of tobacco, of which 
we had a quantity on board. This was done 
at my desire, as I had often found from per- 
sonal experience the benefit of this applica- 
tion to cuts. 

Maquina then ordered me to get the ship 
under weigli for friendly Cave. This I did 
by cutting the cables and sending some of' 
the natives aloft to loose the sails, which they 
performed in a very bungling manner. Bnt 
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they sacceeded so iar ia loosing the jib and 
topsails, that, u^ith the advantage of a fair 
wind, 1 succeeded in getting the ship into 
the Cove, where, by order of the king, I ran 
her ashore on a sandy beach, at 3 o'clock at 
night. 

We were received by the inhabitants of 
the village, men, women, and children, with 
loud sliouts of joy, and a most horrible 
drumming with sticks upon the roofs and 
sides of their houses, in which ithey had al- 
so stuck a great number of lighted pine tor- 
ches, to welcome their king's return and 
congratulate him onHhe, success of his en- 
terprize. 

Maquina then took me jgn^hore to his 
house which was very large antt^Iled with 
people — where I was received with much 
kinaness by the women, particularly those 
belonging to the king, who had no less than 
nine wives, all of whom came around me ex- 
pressing much sympathy for my misfortune, 
gently stroking and pattiog my head in an 
encouraging and soothing maaoeTf ^ith 
words expressive of condolence* How 
sweet is compassion even from savages ? — 
Those who have been in a similar situation^ 
can alone truly appreciate its value. 

In the mean time, all the warriors of the 
tribe, to the number of five hundred, had as- 
sembled at the king's house to rejoice for 
tlieir success. They exulted greatly in ha- 
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vlag takea oar ship, and each on^ hosted of 
his own particular exploits in killing our 
men, but they were in general much dissatis- 
fied with my having been suffered to live, 
and were very urgent with M aquina to deli- 
ver me to them to be put to death, which he 
obstinately refused to do, telling them that 
he had promised me my life and would not 
break his word ; and that besides, I knew 
how to repair and to make arms, and should 
be of great use to them. 

The king then seated me by him and or* 
dared his women to bring him something to 
eat, when they set before him some dried 
clams and train oil, of which he ate very 
heartily, and encouraged me to follow his 
example, telling me to eat much aud take a 
great deal of oil which would make me 
strong and fat ; notwithstanding his praise 
of this new kind of food, I felt no disposi- 
tion to indulge in it, both the smell and taste 
being loathsome to me ; and had it been 
otherwise, such was the pain I endured, the 
agitation of my mind, and the gloominess of 
my reflections, that I should have felt very 
little inclination for eating. Not satisfied 
with his first refusal to deliver me up to 
them the people again became clamorous 
that Maquina should consent to my biding 
killed, saying that not one of us ought to be 
left alive to give information to others of our 
countrymen 2^nd prevent them from cotniug 
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to triade or iDdoce them to rey^i3]|e,4he de- 
struction of our ship, and they at leugth l^- 
came so boisterous that he caught up a laige 
club in a passion and drove them all out of 
the bouse. During this scene a son of t^e 
king, of about eleven years old, attracted no 
doubt by the singularity of my appearance 
came up to me : I caressed him ; he return- 
ed my attentions with much apparent plea- 
sure, and considering this' as a fortunate op- 
r)rtunity to gain the good M^ill of the father, 
took the child on my knee, and cutting the 
metal buttons from off the coat I had on, I 
tied tbem around his neck. At this he vf^as 
highly delighted, and became so much at- 
tached to me that he would not quit me. 

The king appeared much pleased with my 
attention to his son, and telling me that it 
was time to go to sleep directed me to lie 
with his son next to him, as he was afraid 
lest some of his people would come while 
he was asleep and kill me with their dag- 
gers. I lay down as he ordered me, but 
neither the state of my mind nor the pain I 
felt would allow me to sleep. About raid- 
night 1 was greatly alarmed by the approach 
of one of the natives, who came to give in- 
formation to the king that there was one of 
the white men alive, who had knocked him 
down as he went on board the ship at night. 
This Maquina communicated to me, giviog 
me to understand that as soon as the sun 
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rose he should kill him. I eudeavoured to 
persuade bifn to spare his life, but he bade 
kne be silent and go to sleep. I said nothing 
more but lay revolving in my mind whaf 
method J could devise to save the life of this 
man. What a consolation thought I, what 
a happiness would it prove to me in my for- 
lorn state among these heathen, to have a 
Christian and one of my own countrymen 
for a companion, and how greatly would it 
alleviate and lighten the burden of my slav- 
ery. As I was thinking of some plan for 
his preservation, it all at once came into my 
mind that this nmn was probably the sail- 
maker of the ship, named Thompson, as I 
had not seen his head among those on deck 
and knew that he was below at work upon 
the sails not long before the attack. The 
more I thought of it the more probable it ap- 
peared to me, and as Thompson was a man 
nearly forty years of age, and had an old 
look, I conceived it would be easy to make 
him pass for my father, and by this means 
prevail on Maquina to spare his life. To- 
wards morning I fell into a doze, but was 
awakened with the first beams of the suii by 
the king, who told me that he was going to 
kill the man who was on board the ship, and 
ordered me to accompany him. I rose and 
followed him, leading with me ik^ youi^^ 
prince his son. 

D 
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On coining to the beach I found all th^ 
men of the tribe assembled. The king ad- 
dressed them, saying that one of the white 
men had been found alive on board the ship, 
and requested their opinion as to saving his 
life or putting him to death. They were 
unanimously for the first : This determina- 
tion he made known to me. Having arrang- 
ed my plan, I asked him, pointing to the 
boy whom 1 still held by the hand, if he lov- 
ed his son, he answered that he did ; I then 
asked the child if he loved his father, and 
on his replying in the affirmative, I said and 
" I also love mine.'" I then threw myself 
on my knees at Maquina*s feet and implor- 
ed him with tears in my eyes to spare my fa- 
ther's life, if the man on board should pr(>ve 
to be him, telling him that if he killed my 
father it was my wish' that he should kill me 
too, and that if he did not I would kill my- 
self,— -and that he would thus lose my servi- 
ces ; whereas, by sparing my father's life he 
would preserve mine, which would be of 
great advantage to him by my reparing and 
making arms for him. Maquina appeared 
moved by my entreaties and promised not 
to put the man to death if he should be my 
fatlier. He then explained to his people 
what I had said, and ordered me to go on 
board and tell the man to come on shore. 
To my unspeakable joy on going into the 
liold^ I found that my conjecture was true, 
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Thompson was there, he had escaped with- 
out any injury, excepting a slight wound iu 
the nos6, given him by one of the savages 
with a knife as he attempted to come on 
^deck, during the scuffle. Finding the sava- 
ges in possession of the ship, as he afterwards 
informed me, he secreted' himself in the hold, 
hoping for some chance to make his escape 
— but that the Indian who came on board in 
the night approaching the^ place where he 
was, he supposed himself discovered, and 
being determined to sell his life as dearly as 
possible, as soon as he came within his reach, 
he knocked him down, but the Indian imme- 
diately springing up ran off at full speed. — 
I informed him in a few words that all our 
men had been killed ; that the king had pre- 
sterved my life, and had consented to spare 
his on the supposition that he was my father, 
an opinion which be must be* careful not to 
undeceive them in, as it was his only safety. 
After giving him his cue, I went on shore 
with him and presented him to Maquina, 
who immediately knew him to be the sail- 
maker and was much pleased, observing 
that he could make jsails for his canoe. — He 
then took us to his house and ordered some- 
thing for us to eat. 

On the 24th and 25th the natives were bu- 
sily employed in taking the cargo out ^f the 
ship, stripping her of her sails and rigging, 
cutting away the spars and masts, and in 
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short rendering her as complete a wfeck as 
possible, the muskets, ammunition, cloth and 
all the principal articles taken from her, be- 
ing deposited in the king's house.. 

While they were thus occupied, each one 
taking what be liked, my companion and 
myself being obliged to aid them, I thought 
it best to secure the accounts and papers of 
the ship, in hopes that on some future day I 
might have it in my power to restore them *to 
the owners. With this view I took posses- 
sion of the Captain's writing desk which con- 
tained the most of them together with some 
paper and implements for writing. J had 
also the good fortupe to find a blank acpount 
book, in which I resolved, should it be per- 
mitted me to write an an account of our cap- 
ture and the most remarkable occurrence 
that I should . meet with during my stay 
among these people, fdndly indulging the 
hope that it would not be long before seme 
vessel would arrive to release us, . I like- 
wise found in the cabin, a small volunie of 
sermons, a bible, and a common prayer book 
of the Church of England, which furnished 
me and my comrade great consolation in the 
midst of our mournful servitude, and ena- 
bled me, under the favor of divine provi- 
dence, to support, with firmness, the mise- 
ries of a life which I might otherwise have 
found beyond my strength to endure. As 
th^se people set no value upon things of this 
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kind, I found no difficulty in appropriating 
them to my self y by putting them in my chest, 
Mrhich though it had been broken open and 
rifled by the savages, as I still had the key, I 
without much difficulty secured. In this I 
also, put some small tools belonging to the 
ship, with sevjeral other articles, particularly 
a journal kept by the second mate, Mr. In- 
graham, and a collection of drawings and 
views of places taken by him, which I had 
the'jgood fortune to preserve, and on my ar- 
rival at Boston, I gave them to a connection 
of his, the honourable Judge Dawes, who 
sent them to his family in New-York. 

Oo the 26th, two ships were seen stand- 
ing in for Friendly Cove. At their first ap- 
pearance the inhabitants were thrown into 
great confusion, but soon collecting a num- 
ber of muskets and blunderbusses, ran to 
the shore, from wlience they kept up so brisk 
a fire at them, that they were evidently 
afraid to approach nearer, and after firing a 
few rounds of grape shot which did no harm 
to any one, they wore ship and stood out to 
sea. These ships, as I afterwards learned, 
were the Mary and Juno of Boston. 
' They were scarcely out of sight when Ma- 
quina expressed much regret that he had 
permitted his people to fire at them, being 
apprehensive that they would give informa- 
tion to others in what manner they had been 
d2 ' 
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received, and prevent them from coming to 
trade with him. 

A few days after hearing of the capture of 
the ship, there arrived at Nootka a great 
number of canoes filled witii savages from 
no less than twenty tribes to the North 
and South. Among thos^ from the North 
were the Ai-tiz-zarts, Schoo-mad4ts, 'Neu* 
wit-ties, Savin-nars, Ah-ow2-arts, Mo-watch- 
its, Suth^setts, Neu-chad-lits, Mich-la-its 
and Cay-u-quete ; the most of whom were 
considered as tributary to Nootka. From 
the South, the Aytch-arts and Esquiates 
also tributary, with the Kla^-oo-quates, smd 
the Wickanninish, ^ large and powerful taibe 
about two hundred miles distant. These 
last were better dad than most of the oth- 
ers, and their leanoes wrought with much 
greater skill ; they are furnished with sails 
as vrell as paddles, mid with the advantage 
of a fair breeze, are usually but twenty-four 
hours on their passage. 

Maquina, who was very proud of his new 
acquisition, was desirous of welcoming these 
visitors in the European manner. He ac- 
cordingly ordered his men, as the canoes ap- 
proached, to assemble^ on the beach with 
loaded muskets and blunderbusses, placing 
Thompson at the cannon which had been 
brought from the ship and laid upon two 
long sticks of timber in front of the village, 
then taking a speaking trumpet in his hand 
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he ascended with me, thereof af his house 
and begaa drumming or beating upon the 
boards with a stick: most violently. Noth- 
ing conld be-more ludicrous than the appear* 
ance of this motly group of savages collect- 
ed on the shore, dressed as they were, with 
their ill-gotten finery, in the most fantastic 
manner, some in women's smocks, taken 
from our cargo, others in Kotsacksj (or 
cloaks) of blue, red or yellow broadcloth, 
with stockings drawn over their heads, and 
their necks hung round with numbers of 
powder-horns, shot-bags, and cartouch-box- 
es, some of them having no less than ten 
muskets a piece on their shoulders, and five 
or six daggers in their girdles. Diverting 
indeed was it to see them all squatted upon 
the beach, holding their muskets perpendi- 
cularly, with the butt pressed upon the sand 
instead of i^inst their shoulders, and in this 
position awaited the order to fire. Maqui- 
na, at last, called to them with his trumpet 
. tofire, which they did in the most awkward 
and timid manner, with their muskets hard 
pressed upon the ground as above dnention- 
ed: At the same moment the cannon were 
firfed by Thompson, immediately on which 
they threw themselves back and began to 
roll and tumble over the sand as if they had 
been shot, when suddenly sprioging up 
they began a song of triumph and running 
backward and forward upon the shore. 
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with the wildest gesticulations, boasted of 
their exploits and exhibited als trophies what 
they had taken from us. Notwithstanding 
the unpleasantness of my situation, and the 
feelings that this display of our spoils ex- 
cited, I 'could not -avoid laughing at the 
strange appearance of these savages, their 
awkward movements,' and the singular con- 
trast of their dress and arms. 

When the ceremony was concluded, Ma- 
quina invited the strangers to a feast at his 
house, consisting of wimie blubber, smoekd 
herring spawn, and dried fish and train oil, 
of which they eat most plentifully. The 
feast being over, the trays out- of which they 
eat, and. other things were immediately re- 
moved to make room for the dance which 
was to close the entertainment. This was 
performed by Maquina's son, the young 
prince Sat-sat-sok-sis, whom I have already 
spoken of in the following manner— Three 
of the principal chiefs, drest in their otter- 
skin mantles, which they wear only on ex- 
traordinary occasions and at festivals, hav- 
ing their heads covered over with white down 
and their faces highly painted, came forward 
into the middle of the room, each fiirnished 
with a bag filled with the white down, which 
they scattered around in such a manner as 
to represent a fall of snow. These were fol- 
lowed by the young prince, who was dressed 
in a long piece of yellow clotli, wrapped 
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loosely aroand bim, and decorated with 
small bells, with a cap on his bead, to which 
was fastened a curious mask in imitation ^ 
a wolf's head, while the rear was brought 
up by the king himself in his robe of sea- 
otter skin, with a small whistle in his mouth 
and a rattle in his hand, with which he kept 
time to a sort of tune on his whistle. After 
passing very rapidly in this order around the 
house, each of them seated himself, except 
the prince, who immediately* began his 
dance, which principally consisted in spring- 
ing up into the air in a squat posture, and 
constantly turning around on his heels with 
great swiftness in a very narrow circle. This 
dance, with a few intervals of rest, was con- 
tinued for about two hours, during which 
the chie& kept up a constant drumming 
with sticks of about a foot in length on a 
long hollow plank, which was, though a 
very noisy, a most doleful kind of mtisic. 
This they accompanied with songs, the king 
himself acting as chorister, while the women 
applauded each feat of activity in the dan- 
cer by repeating the words, Wocash/ Wocash 
Tyee I that is good ! very good prince. As 
soon as the dance was finished Maquina be- 
gan to give presents to the stranscers in the 
name of bis son Sat-sat-sok-sis. These were 
pieces of European cloth generally of a fa* 
thorn in length, muskets, powder, shot, &c. 
Whenever be gave them any thing, they had 
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About two ilaya after, on examiBg ; their 
booty, the savages fcHind a tierce of ram witih 
iTvfaich they were highly delighted, a^ they 
have become very fond of spirituous/ liq^orfi 
since their intercourse with the whites. — 
This was towards evening, and Maqqipa 
having assembled all the men at his house, 
gave a feast, at which they drank so freely 
of the rum, that in a short time, they be- 
came so extremely wild aiid frantic that 
Thompson and myself, apprehensive for our 
safety, thought it prudent to retire privately 
into the wood$, where we continued till past 
midnight. On our teturn we found the wo- 
men gone, who are always very temperate, 
drinking nothing but water having quitted 
the house and gone to the other huts to 
sleeps so terrified were they at the conduct 
oi the men, who all Jay stretched out on the 
floor in a state of complete intQxi<;ati.ou. 
How easy in this situation would it have 
been for us to have dispatched or made our- 
selves masters of our enemies, had there 
been any ship near to which we could have 
escaped, but as we were situated, the attempt 
would have been madness. The wish of re- 
venge was however less strongly impressed 
oh my mind, than what appeared to be so 
evident an interposition of divine Providence 
in our favour. How little can man pene- 
trate its designs, and how frequently is that 
intended as a blessing which he views as a 
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ourse. The buraiiig of our ship which we 
had lamented so much, as depriving us of so 
many comforts, now appeared to ns in a ve- 
ry different light, for had the savages got pos- 
session of the rum of which there were near- 
ly twenty pttYicheons on board, we must in- 
evitably have fallen a sacrifice to theii;fury 
in some of their moments of intoxication* 
This cask fortunately and a case of gin was 
all the spirits they obtained from the ship. 
To prevent the recurrence of similar dan- 
ger 1 examined the cask^ and finding still a 
considerable quantity remaining, 1 bored a 
small bole in the bottom with a girablet, 
which before morning to my great joy com- 
pletely emptied it. 

By this time the wound in my head began 
to be much better, so that 1 could enjoy 
80me sleep which 1 had been almost depriv- 
ed of by the pain, and though 1 was still fee^ 
ble from the loss of blood and my sufferings, 
I foCmd myself sufficiently well to go to work 
at my trade, iii making for the king and his 
wives bracelets and other sm^il ornaments 
of copper or ^teel, and in repairing the arms, 
making use of a large square stone for the 
anvil aiid heating my metal ia^ a commoa 
wood fire. This was very gratifying to Ma- 
quina and his women pai*ticuiarly^ and se- 
cured me their good will. 

In the meaa time great numbers from the 
other tribes kept coatinually^ flocking U> 
E 
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Nootk a, bringing with them in exchange for 
the ship's plunder such quantities of provis- 
ion, that notwithstanding the little success 
that Maquina met with in whaling this sea- 
son, and their gluttonous waste, always eat- 
ing to excess when they have it, regardless 
of the morrow, seldom did the natives expe- 
rience any want of food during the summer. 
As to myself and companion we fared as 
they did, never wanting for such provision as 
they had, though we were obliged to eat it 
cooked in their manner and with train oil as 
a sauce, a circumstance not a little unpleas- 
ant, both from their uncleanly mode of cook- 
ing, and many of the articles of their food 
which to an European are very disgusting, 
but, as the saying is, hunger will break 
through stone walls, and we found at times 
in the blubber of sea animals and the flesh 
of the dog fish, loathsome as it in general 
was, a very acceptable repast. But much 
oftener would poor Thompson, who was no 
iavorit^ with them, have suffered from hun- 
ger, had it not been for my furnishing him 
with provision— This I was enabled to do 
from my work, Maquina allowing me the 
privilege when not employed for him, to 
work for myself in making'bracelets and oth- 
er orqaments of copper, fish-hooks, daggers, 
&c. either to sell to the tribes who visited us, 
or for our own chiefs, who on these occiasions 
bi^ides supplying me with as much as I 
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vvisbed to eat» and a sufficiency for Thomp- 
son, almost always made me a present of an 
European garment taken from the ship or 
some fathoms of cloth, which were madenp 
hy my comrade, and enabled us to go com- 
'fbrtably clg^d for some time, or small ban- 
dies of penknives, razors, scissors, &c. for 
one of which we could almost always pro- 
cure from^ the natives two or three fresh sal- 
mon, cod^ or halibut ; or dried fish, clams 
and herring spawn from the stranger tribes ; 
and had we only been permitted to cook 
them after our own way, as we had pots, and 
other utensils belonging to the ship, we 
should have not had much cause of com** 
plaint in this respect, but so tenacious are 
these people of their customs, particularly in 
the article of food and cooking, that the 
king always obliged me to give whatever pro- 
visions 1 bought to the^^omen to cook — and 
one day finding Thompson and myself on 
the shore, employed in boiling down sea-wa- 
ter into salt, on being told what it was, he 
was very much displeased, and taking the 
little we had procured, threw it into the sea. 
In one instance alone, as a particular favour, 
he allowed me to boil some salmon in ray 
owji way, when 1 invited him and his queen 
to eat with me ; they tasted it, but did not 
like it, and made their meal of some of it 
that I had cooked in their country fashion. 
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Id Mny, tbeweatfaer became oiMnnmati^ 
ly mild and pleasant, Mid so forward wai^^f^e^ • 
getattoti that I picked a plenty of s^trawber-^ 
riesby the middle of the months Of tbia 
fruit thei'e are great quantttiee on this c<^uft} 
aftd 1 found them a most delicious treat. — - 
My healH> now had become almost re-esfab^ 
l%bed, my wouttd being so for healed that it 
gave me no farther trouble. I had i^ener fail- 
ed to wanh it regularly once a day ia isea 
w^ter, and to dress it with a fresh leaf of to- 
bacco, which I obtained from the natives, 
whd had taken it from the ilhip, but made 
no use of it. This was all the dressing I 
gave it, except applying to it two or three 
trtifies, a little loaf sugar, which Maquina 
gave me, in order to remove some proud flesh 
wWch prevented it froto closing. My cure 
would doubtless have been much sooner ef- 
fected had I have been in a civilized country, 
where I could have had it dress,ed by a sur* 
geoti and properly attended to. But alas ! 
1 had no good Samaritanwith oil and wine 
to bind up my wounds, and fortunate might 
X even esteem myself that I was permitted 
to dress it mystify for the utmost that I 
coi^ld expect from the natives was compas- 
sion for my misfortune, which f indeed ex- 
perienced from the women, particularly the 
queen, Or favorite wife of Maquina, the 
m?>ther of 8at-sat-Sok-sis, who used fre- 
quently to point to my head and manifest 
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must do Maqoina the justice to acknowledge 
tkak he ^ways appeared desirous of sparing 
me any labmir which he believed might be 
hurtful to me^ freqiuentiy enquiring in an af- 
fectionate manner, if my. head pained me. 
As for the others, some of the chiefs except* 
ed, they cared little what became of me, and 
probdbly would have been gratified with my 
death. 

My health being at length re-established 
and my wound healed, Thompson became 
v^y importunate for me to b^n my jour- 
nal, and as I bad noink, proposed to cut his 
finger tosupply me with blood for ibe pur* 
,pose whenever I. should want it. On the 
first of June L accordingly commenced a- 
regular diary, but had no occasion to make 
use of the expedient suggested by my com* 
rade, having found a much better substitute 
in the expressed juice of a certain plant, 
which. furnished me with a . bright green col- 
our and after making a^number of trials I at 
length succeeded in obtaining a very tele* 
rabie ink, by boiling, the juice of the black- 
berry with a- mixture of finely powdered 
charcoal and filtering it through a cloth. 
This r afterwards preserved in bottles and 
found it answer very well, so true is it that 
*' Ujpcessity is the mother of invention." As 
for quills I found no difficulty in procuring 
them, whenever I wanted, from the crows 
. . E 2.. 
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and rareM with which the beac& was ahii^gt 
always covered, attracted by the offal o£^ 
whales, seals, &c. and which were so tftme ' 
that I coold easily kill them with stones, 
while a large dam shell ft^imished me with 
an hik stand. 

The extreme solicitude of Thompson that 
I should b^in my journal, might be consid- 
ei-ed as singular in a man, who neither knew 
how to write or read, a circumstance by the 
way, very uncommon in an American, were 
we less acquainted witbthe force of habit, 
he having been for many years Bt sea, and 
accustomed to consider the keeping of a 
journal as a thing indispensable. This man 
was bom in Philadelphia, and at eight years 
old ran away ,from his friends and entered 
as a cd>in boy on board a ship bound to 
London, on his arrival there finding himself 
in distress, he engaged as an apprentice to 
the captain of a Collier, from whence he was 
impressed onboard an English nmn of viar, 
and continued ir) the British naval service 
about twenty-seven years, during which he . 
was present at th6 engagement under Lord 
Howe with the French fleet fn June, 1794, 
and when peace was made between England, 
and France was discharged. He was a very 
strong and powerful man, an expert boxer, 
and perfectly fearless, indeed so little was 
his dread of danger, that when irritated be 
was wholly regardless of bis life. Of this - 
the following wifl furnish a sufficient proof. 
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OReevenio^ aboat #b<r middte of Aprif, 
a« I wsbs^ at the house ef one of the ehiefis, 
wlMre I had been employed en some work 
for him, word was brought me^ that Maqni^ 
na wa» going to kill Thompson. I immedi- 
ately hurried home, where I found the king 
in the act of presenting a loaded musket at 
Thompson, who was standing before ' him 
with his breast bared and ealKng^ on him to 
fire. F instantly stepped up to Maquina, 
who was foaming with rage, and addressing 
him in soothing words-, begged him for my 
sake not to kill my father^ and at length suc- 
ceeded in taking the musket from him and 
persuading him to sit down. On enquiring 
into the cause of his anger, I learned that 
while Thompson was lighting the lam[)8 in 
the king's room, Maquina having substituted 
our's for their pine torches, some of the 
boys began to teaze him, running around 
him and pulling him by the trowsers, 
among the roost forward of whpm was the 
young prince; This cansed Thompson to 
^piirthe oil; which threw him into such 
a paission, that without caring what be 
dW, he struck ttie prince so violent 4 
blow in his Hice with bis fist as to knock 
him down. The sensation excited aniong 
the savages, by an act, which was consid- 
ered asi the highest indigiiiiy, and a pron 
fanaitien of the sacred person of majesty 
may be easily conceived. The king was 
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iflijDimit0tely aeqawited ^tli it» mh^^ ion 
ooimi^ ia and seeing his sou's face coyw?* 
ed wi£ blood, seized a musket and l^an ia 
load it,' determined to take instant revenge 
on the audacious offender, and bad I arriv- 
ed a few minutes latec than I did, my comr 
panion would cart»inly bave paid witb his 
life for his cash and violent conduct f 
foup4 the utmostdiftculty in pacifying Ma- 
quina^ who for a long time after could not 
fpigive Thompson, but would repeatedly 
say, ^ John, you die — ^Thompson kill." — 
But to appease the king was Dotall that was 
necessary.^ In consequence of the insult 
offered to their prince, the whole tribe held a 
council, in which^it was. unanimously resolvr 
ed thatThompson should be put to death in 
the most cruel manner. I however inter- 
ceded so strenuously with Maquiua, for his 
life, telling him that if my father was killed, 
X was determined not to survive him, that 
be refused to deliver him up to the ven- 
geance of his people, saying, that for lohn's^ 
sake they miust consent to let him live. The 
prince, who, after I had succeeded in calm* 
ing his fathie^, gave me an account of what 
had happened^ told me that it was wholly 
out of regard to me, as Thompson was my. 
father, that his life had been spared, for that 
if any one of the tribe should dare to lift a 
hand against him in anger, he woald most, 
certainly be put to death. 
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iMit intich efiect on Tkompson, or indttc** 
Gd bim to res$tfaib the Tioleiice of hw teoi^ 
peap^ For not m&ny wedc& after, he was 
gaitty of a similat nuiiscr^joii, in strik* 
ing the eldi'st son of a cfaie^ who was 
about eighteen years old, and according to 
tKeir custom was considered as a Tyee, or 
chi^ himself, in conseqoeDce of his having 
fH*ovoked bim by calling him a white slaTe* 
This affiiir caused great commotion in the 
Tillage, and the tribe was very clamorous tof 
his death, but Maifniaa would not consent 
I used frequently tor^ncoistrate with him 
on the imprudence of his conduct and b^ 
him to govern his temper better, telling him 
that it was our duty since our lives were in 
the power of these savages, ^ to do nothing 
to exasperate them. But all I could say 
on this point availed little, for so bitter 
was the hate he felt for them, which he 
was DO way backward in manifesting both 
by his looks and actions^ that he declared 
be never would submit to their insults, and 
that he had much rattier be killed .than be 
obliged to live among them, adding that 
he only wished he had a good vessel and 
some guns, and he would destroy die whole 
of tbe cursed race ; for to a brave sailor 
like him, who had fought the French and 
Spaniards with glory, it was a punish- 
ment worse than death to be a slave |o 
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$nck a poor, ignorant, despicable set of be- 
ings. . . ' • . .^. ' .. ; ,. 

As for myself I thought very differently. 
After returning thanks to'that merciful Be- 
ing who had in so wonderful a manner soft- 
ened the hearts of the savages in my favour^ 
I had determined from the first of my cap-, 
ture to adopt a conciliating conduct towards 
them, and conform myself, as far as wa^ io^ 
my power, tp> their customs and Bjipde of 
thinking, trusting that the same divine good- 
nessihat had rescued me from death, would 
not always suffer nie to languish in captivit^r 
among these heathen. With this view I 
.sought to gain their good wiH by s^l ways ear 
deavouring to assume a cheerful ,coui;itci^ 
nance, appearing pleased with their sports 
and buffoon tricks,^ making little ornaments' 
for the wives and children of the chiefs, by 
which means I became quite a favourite with 
them, and fish hOoks, daggers, &c. for them- 
selves. As a farther recommendation to 
their favour and what might eventually, prove 
of the utmost importance to us, I resolved 
to learq their language, which in the course 
of a few months residence I so far succeed- 
ed in acquiring as to be able in general to 
make mj^elf well understood. I likewise 
tried to persuade Thompson to learn it as 
whgit might prove necessary to him. . Buthe 
refused, saymg, that he hated both thent and 
their cursed lingo and would have nothing 
to do with it. 
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By pursuing this conciliatory plan, «o far 
did I gain the good will of the savages, par* 
tfcularly the chiefs, that I scarcely ever fail- 
ed experiencing kmd treatment from them, 
and vvas rieceived with a smile of welcome 
at their houises, where I was always sure of 
having something given me to eat, when- 
iever , they had it, and many a good meal 
have I had from them, when they themselves 
were short of provisions a;nd suffering for 
the want of them. And it was a common 
practice with roe when we had nothing to 
eat at home which happened not unfrequent- 
iy during tny stay among them, to go around 
the village, and on noticing a smoke from 
any of the houses, which denoted that they 
were cooking, enter in without ceremony 
and ask them for something, which I was 
never refused. Few nations indeed, are 
there, so very rude and unfeeling, whom con- 
stant mild treatment and an attention to 
please, will not mollify and obtain from them 
some return of kind attention. This, the treat- 
mept I received from these people may ex- 
emplify, for'not numerous, even among those 
calling themselves civilized, are there instan-^ 
ces to be found of persons depriving them- 
selves of food to give it to a stranger, whatr 
ever may be his merits. 

Tt may perhaps be as well in this place to 
give a description of Nootka, some accounts 
of the tribes who were accustomed to visit 
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lift and ihemmn^m^ and eustoms of Ib^^^o- 
:ple as far as I hitherto had an opfKurtiwity 
x)f observing t^em. 

The Tillage of Nootka^ is si<ualed in her 
tween 49 and 50 deg. N. lat at tfae^ hottoin 
of Friendly Gove, on the West or North 
West side. It consists of abjout twenty 
houses or h^ts^ on a small hill which risei^ 
with a gentle ascent frotn the shore. Friend- 
ly Cove which affords good and secure an- 
chorage for ships close in with the shore is 
a small harbour of not more than a quarter 
or half a mile in length, and about half a 
mile or thrfee quarters broad, formed by 
the line of coast on the East, and a Icmg 
point, or head land which extendi as much 
as three les^ues rato the sound in nearly a 
Westerly direction. This igs* well aa jl can 
judge from what I hav« seen of it, is: in gen- 
eral from one to two miles in breadth, and 
mostly a rocky and unproductive soil with 
but few trees. The Eastern and Western 
shores of this harbour are steep and in nm- 
ny parts rocky the trees growii^ qnitct :to 
the, wat^r^edge^ but the bottom to the North 
and North- W^t is a fine sandy beach v( 
half a mile or more in extent From the 
village 15 the North and North Bllftt ex- 
tends a plain, the soil of which is very ex- 
qellent, and with proper cultivation may? be 
made to produce almost any of our^ufope- 
an. vegetables ; this is btit little more than 
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bdlf a it^ile in breadth and is termiDated by 
tbe sea coast, which ia this place is lined 
^ith rocks and reefs and cannot be ap- 
prokched by ships. The coast in the neigh- 
fobnrhood of Nootka h in general low and 
but little broken into hills and vatiies. The 
soil is good, well covered with fine forests 
of pine, spruce, beach and other trees, and 
abotitids with streams of the finest water, 
the general appearance being the same for 
many miles round. 

The village is situated on the ground oc- 
cupied by the Spaniards, when they kept a 
garrison here ; the foundations of the church 
and the governor's house are yet visible, and 
a few European plants are still to be found; 
which continue to be self-propagated, such 
as onions, peas, and turnips, but ihe two 
last are quite small, particularly the tur- 
nips, which aflforded us nothing but the 
tops for eating. Their former village stood 
on the same spot, but the Spaniards finding 
it a commodious situation, demolished the 
houses and forced the inhabitants to retire 
five^or six miles into the country. With 

treat sorrow, as Maquioa told me, did th^y 
nd themselves compelled to quit Ihdr Qu- 
erent place of residence, but with equal 
joy did they reposs?ess themselves of it when 
the Spanish garrison was expelled by the 
English. 
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The houses i^ I ba^e observed are ahc^ve 
twenty in number, built nearly in a \me. 
These are of different sizes according to the 
rank or quality of the Tyee, or chi^, who 
lives in tbem, each havii^ one, of ^bich be 
is considered as the lord. They vary ncit 
much in width being usually from thirty-six 
to forty feet wide, but are of very different 
lengths, that of the king which is much the 
longest being about one hundred and fifty 
feet, while the smallest which contain only 
two families do' not exceed forty feet in 
length, the house of the king is also distin- 
guished 'from the others by being higher. 

Their method of building, is as followis» 
they* erect in the ground two very large 
jposti^ at such a distance apart as is intend- 
ed for the length of the house. On these, 
Vi^bich are of equal height, and hollowed out 
at the upper end, they lay a large spar ior 
the ridgepole of the building, or if the 
iengtir of the house requires it, two or more^ 
supporting^ 'their ends by similar upright 
posts ; these spars are sometimes of an al^ 
most incredible size, iiaving myself measur- 
ed one in Maquina's house which I found to 
be one hundred feet long and eight feet four 
inches in Circumference. At equal distances 
from these two posts two others are placed 
on esK^h side, to fbrm the width of the build- 
id^ ; these are rather shorter than the firsts 
and on them are laid in like manner spars, 
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lenl.of a jmatler 8i2», liaxhig :tlieiuy»«rffffi 
h€twed flat, .with a oairow r^ge on the OQtet 
aide to fifupport (be ends of the planks. The 
NMt is formed of pine plaidut with a broad 
leather .edgie^ soas-to lap well over each oth- 
er^ winch ^kM iaid leog^wisefrooi the ridge- 
{M^ip -the. centre^ to the beams at the sii^s^ 
after whick the top iscowred urith plank^ 
ctf eight ieet broad, which ibcin a kind of co- 
rering prospecting so far over the ends of the 
planks, that form the roof, a£f completely to 
exclude the rain. On these they lay large 
stones to ^prevent thdr being, displaced by 
the mnd. The ends of the plank)! are nol 
secured to the beams on which they are laid 
by any £EU8tening, sa that in a ^ high stormy I 
have often known all the men obliged to 
turn out and ^6 upon the roof to prevent 
them from beipg^ blown off, carrying large 
atones and pieces of rock with th^m to se- 
cure the boarda, always stcipping themselves 
naked on these occasions whatever may^ be 
the severity of the weather, ta prevent raeir 
garments from being wet and muddie)^, 
a€i these . storms are almost always ^accont- 
panied with heayy.rains. The sides of th^ir 
koiises are much more open and lexpose^ 
to the weather, this proceeds from &eir 
pot being so easily .n^de close as the .roof, 
b^ng bmlt with plankj^^. of about ten/ feet 
long andi^r or five wide, which they plaice 
between stanchepns o|* small posts of, i^e 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



64 

heigH of.the.roo^ of theses there are^feor 
to each range, of boards, two at each end 
and so near each other asto le'^ve space 
enough for admitting a plank. The p^aoEks 
or boards which they make use of feu* build- 
ing their houses, and for other uses, they pi^o* 
<f ure of different lengths as occasion requires, 
by splitting them out, with hard wooden, 
wedges from pine logs» and afterwards dub- 
bing tbetm down with, their chizzels, with 
much patience^ to, the. the thickness wanted, 
rendering them quite smooth. . 

There is but, one entrance ; this is jrfaced 
usually at the end^ though sometimes in the 
middle as was that of Maquina's. Through 
the middle of the building from one end to 
the other, runs a passage, of about eight or 
nine feet broad, on each side of which, . the 
several families that oceupy it, live, each4^av- 
ing its particular fire place, but without 
any l^ind of wall or separation to mark 
their respective limits ; the chief having his 
apartment at the upper end, and the nextin 
rank opj>osite on the other sida They have 
no other floor than the groimd ; the fire place 
or beai;th consists of a number of stones 
loosely put together, but they are wholly 
without a xhimney, nor is there any opening 
left in the roof, hut whenever a fire is made, 
the plank immediately over it is thrust 
aside, by means of a pole, to give ventt to 
the smoke. The height of the houses in^e- 
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Yknl, fiiom the grocihd to the center of th^ 
i*oof do^ not exceed ten feet, that of Maqui* 
na's was not fatr iron:i fourteen ; the sp^r 
forttmjSC ttte ridge |>oie of the latter was paint- 
ed in red atid Mack circles alternately /hy 
wujr of CNrnament^ and the large posts tfaa| 
wpported it had t^eir tops€urious;ly wrought 
or carved, so a^ to represent htrmati head6 
of a monstrous size, which were painted in 
their manner. Th<«e were ' not, however, 
considered 2^ objects of adoration, but mere- 
ly as dmaments. 

The farm tore of these people is very sim* 
ple,^ and consists only of boxes m which 
they put their clothes, furs, and such things 
as they hold most valuable ; .tubs for keep- 
ifig.their provision of spciww swid blabber in ; 
trays from which, they eat ; baikets^ for their 
dried fish and other purposes, and bags made 
^f bark matting, of which they aiso make 
their beds, spreading a piece or it upon the 
ground when they lie down and nsitlg no 
other bed covering than therr garments. 
The boxes are of pine, witli a top tfiart shuts 
over, and insteact of h^fis or pegs- ^re fasteh- 
.cd with flexibre twigs, they are extrenjely 
smooth and bigl> polished, and sometimes 
ornamented witb rows of very small white 
shells. The tubs are ^ a square Jbrm, se- 
cured in the Kke mandeir, and ^ various 
sizes, some being extremely l^^cre, having 
seen them that were six feet 2on^ by foun 
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broad and five d«ep. The Trays are hol- 
lowed out with their chizzeU from a: solid 
block of wood and the baskets and mats are 
made from the bark of trees. From this 
they likewise make the cloth foj their gar- 
ments, in the following manner. A quan* 
tity of this bark is taken and put into fresh 
water where it is kept for a fortnight to give 
it time to completely soften ; it is then ta- 
ken out and beaten upon a plank, with an in- 
strument made of bone or some very hard 
wood, having grooves or hollows on one side 
of it, care being taken to keep the mass 
constantly moistened with water, in order 
to separate with more ease the hard and 
woody from the soft and fibrous parts, 
which, when completed, they parcel out in^ 
to skeins, like thread. These they lay in 
the air to bleach, and afterwards dye them 
black or red as suits their fancies, their na^ 
toral colour bein^ a pale yellow. In order 
to form the cloth, the women by whom the 
whole of this process is performed, take a 
certain number of these skeins and twist 
them together by rolling /them with their 
hands upon their knees, into bard rolls which 
are afterwards connected by means of a 
strong thread niade for the purpose. 

Their dress usually consists of but a sin- 
gle garment, which is a loose cloak or man- 
tle (called Kutsack) in one piece, reaching 
nearly to the feet. This is tied loosely 
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the arms at full liberty. 

Those of the comniOD people are painted 
red with ochre the better to keep oat the 
r^in, biit the chiefis wear them of their na- . 
tive colour, which is a pale yellow, orna- 
mentiog them with borders of the s)ea otter 
skin, a kind of grey doth made of the hair 
of some animal which they procuire from the 
tribes to the South, or their own cloth 
wrought or painted with various figures in 
red or black, representing men's heads, the 
Sim and moon, fish and animals,- which are 
freqiieotly execiited with much skill. They 
have also a girdle x>f the^ same kind for se* 
curing this mantle, or Kutsacky around theni^ 
which is in general still more highly orna- 
mented and serves them to. wear their dag- 
gers jand knives in. Iq winter however, they 
sometimes make use of an additional gar- 
ment, which is a kind of hood, with a hole 
in it for th^ purpose of admitting the 
head, and falls over the breast and back 
as low as the shoulders ; this is bordered 
both at top and bottopi with fur and is 
never worn, except when tliey go out. The 
garments of the women vary not essential* 
ly from those of the men, the mantle hav«- 
ing holes in it for the purpose of admitting 
the arms, and being tied close under the 
chin, instead of over the shoulder. The 
chiefs have also mantles of the sea otter 
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afeiii, but tlMfiearo only put on upon ^irtra'^ 
ordinary occasions^ and one that is made 
from the skin of a certain large animal 
which is l^rought. from die South by the 
Wickanmiiish and K.hi-iz*aarts. This tisiey 
prepare by dreastn^ it in warm wmtar^ scraps 
uig off the hair a«id what flesb aidbares to it 
carefdtty with sharp muscle shells^ imd 
spreading it ont in the sun to dry^ on a wood** 
en frame so as to preserve the shape. Wh«^ 
dressed in this manner it becomes perfectly 
white and as pliable as the best deer s lea^ 
ther^ but almost as thick again. They then* 
paint it ia diilerent figures with sucb paints 
as they usually en^loy in decorathig their 
persons : these %ures mostly represent 
human heads, canoes employed in catcb^ 
ing whales, &c. This skin is called Meta- 
nelth dnd is probably got froui an. animal' 
of the moose kind, . it is highly pidzed by 
these people, is their great war dress, and 
only worn when they wish to make the best 
possible display of themselves. Strips or 
bands of it, painted as^ above^ ai« also some- 
times used by them for girdles or tlie bor- 
dering of their cloaks, and also for brace- 
lets and ancle ornaments by some of tbe in- 
ferior class. 

On their heads when they go out upon 
any excursion particularly whaling or fish- 
ing, they wear a kind of cap or bonnet in 
i^irm not unlike a lai^e su^r loaf with the 
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teriais with- thdr clotb^ but is in general of 
a closer texture and by way of tassel has a 
long strip of Uieskin of the Metamelth at- 
tached to it, covered with rows of small 
white shells' or beads. Those worn by the 
common people are painted entirely red^ the 
chiefs Jiaving theirs of different colours. 
Hie one worn by the king and which sertes 
to designate him from all the others, is 
Jonger and broader at the bottom ; the top^ 
instead of being flat, having upon it an orna- 
ment in the figure of a small urn. It is also 
of a nrach finer texture than the others and 
plaited or wrought in black and white stripes 
with the representation in fi-ont of a canoe 
in pursuit of a whale with the harpooner 
standing in the prow prepared to strike. 
This bonnet is called Seeya-poks. 

Their mode of living is Very simple-^— their 
food consisting almost wholly of fish, or fish 
spawn fresh or died, the blubber of the 
whale, seal, or sea-cow, muscles, clams, and 
berries of various kinds ; all of which are 
eaten with a profusion of train oil for sauce, 
not: excepting even the most delicate fruit, 
as strawberries and raspberries. With so 
little variety in their food, no great can be 
expected, in their cookery. Of this, indeed, 
they may be said to know b6t^two methods, 
viz. by boiling and steaming/ iind even thef 
latter is not very firequently practised by 
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them. ^emiQode of bmltoe ^^ ^ kUmmt 
iatp <>Qie of, tbe^r tab%: they pour Mrnitr.si^. 
ficient to cook tbe quaoti^ of pco^iaipp 
wai^ted* A nmi^r of hecrfed stone3 met 
tboQ vput in to npake it boil, vnhea <thie ^4 
WQn OF oth/er ^s^irdre. put in witkout.aojf 
other propaiPattoii: than «(on>etiine8 i cutt^ 
ofif the Ji^adfi^ tails and fios,: the boiling w 
tbo jBiQiftQ time beiog kc^t up bjrilhe< app^fir 
eatioQ of the hot stonai, matter which it is 
left to cook until the whole is nearly neduct 
ed to one mass* It is then taken out apd 
distriboted .in the (rajis. In a similar man^ 
ner they eook ^eir ii^nhber and spaurn^ 
smoked or dried f|$b, and in fine^ almost evt 
ery thing they eat^ nothing going down with 
them like broth. / 

When Aey cook thdr fiah by steam, which 
are usually the heads, tails, and fins of the 
salmon, cod and halibut, a large ire jskin-^ 
died, upon which they place a l^d of stones^ 
which, when the wood is burnt down, b^n 
comes perfectly heated. Layers of greeq 
leaves or pine boughs, are then placed upoir 
^be .stones, and the fish, clams, &c. being mi^ 
Vpon them, water is poured over them, aiMk 
the whole .closely covered with mats to kee|» 
in the steam. This is much the be«t mode 
qf cdoking, and clama and muscles done ia 
this manner, are really excellent. Theset 
as I have said, may be considered as theif 
only kinds of cookery ; though I have in|i 
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very few instatic^s knoWn them dress the 
ro6 or spawn of the saltnoh ^M the herring, 
when first ts^ken, in a different manner ; this . 
was by roasthig them, the former being sap- 
ported between two split pieces of pine, and 
the other having a sharp stiok run through 
it, with one end fixed in the ground ; sprats 
are also roasted by them m this way, a 
dumber being spitted on one stick ; and this 
kind of food, with a little ' salt, would be 
found no contemptible eating even to a Eu- 
ropean. ^ 

At their meals they seat themselves upon 
the ground, with their feet curled up under 
them, around their trays, which are general- 
ly about three feet long by one brpad, and 
from six to eiglit inches deep. In eating 
they make use of nothing but their fingers, 
except for the soup or oil, which they lade 
out with clam shells. Aroutid one of these 
trays, from four to six persons will seat 
tfaeoiselves, constantly dipping in their fin- 
jfers or clam shells, one after the other. — 
The king and chiefs alone have separate 
trays, from which no onfe is permitted to eat 
with them, except the qufeen, or principal 
wift of the chief, and wnenever the king or 
one of the chiefs wishes to distinguish any 
af his people with a special mark <^?|^vour 
oa these ocoasions, he caHs him ^IwJP^ives 
Aim some of the choice bits frotn his tray. 
The slaves eat attbe sametime^, fand of the 
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mme provisioos, fareidg in ibis teapect.as 
well as their roasters, being seated with^^tte 
iamily and only feeding from separate: tm^t. 
Whenever a feast is given by the king or any 
of the cfarefe, there is a person who sicts as;^ 
master of ceremonies, and whose business it 
is to receive the guests as they enter the 
house and point out to them their respecti%^ 
seats, which is r^ulated with great punctil- 
iousness ^ts re^rdsrank ; the king occnpjg- 
ing the highest or the seat of honour, bis sop 
or brother sitting next him, and so on, wtth 
the chiefs according to their qi^ality ; the^pn- 
vate persons belonging to the same* f^a^ijf 
being always placed together to prevent any 
confusion. The women are seldoni ipvitejd 
to their feasts, and only at those times wl^en 
a general invitation is given to the village. ^> 
. As whenever- they cook, they always josAr 
cuJate to have an abundance for ^ the 
guests^ a profusion in this respect being c^V 
^dered asthe highest luxury, mueh mcu^ 
is usually set l^efore them than they can e$t. 
That which ii^ left in the king's tray he.sen^s 
tQ his house for his family, by one Qf his 
slaves, 2|s do the chiefs theirs, while thc^ 
ivho eat from the same tray and who geiiaf- 
ally belong to tlie same family, take it home 
as common sto<^, or each one receives his 
portiop, whicfi.i? distributed on the gpe^. 
This custom appeared very singular t0 imy 
coinp^nion and myself, and it was^ 9: >q|Ost 
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awkward ttiing for us at first, to have to }ug 
home with us, in our hands or arnis, the 
-lAtibber or fish that we recdved at these 
Ittlnes, but we soon became reconciled to it, 
•tind were very glad of an opportunity to 
^doit 

In point of personal appearance the peo- 
ple of Nootka are among the best looking 
of any of the tribes that I have seen. » The 
men are in general from about five feet six 
to five feet eight inches in height ; 'remarka- 
bly strait, of a good form, robust, and strong, 
vrith their limbs in general well turned and 
proportioned excepting the legs and feet, 
\which are clumsy and ill formed, owing 
^no doubt to their practice of sitting on 
itbem, though I have seen instances in which 
they were very well shaped, this defect is 
more particularly apparent in the women, 
who are for the nK)st part of the time within 
doors, and constantly slitting while employ- 
ed in their cooking and other occupations^ 
•^e only instance of deformity that I saw 
among meg] was a man of dwartKsh stature; 
^he was thirty years old and but three feet 
vthree inches high, hi&had however no other 
iiefect than his diminutive size being well 
made, and as strong and able to bear fa- 
tigue as what they were in general. Thdr 
complexion, when freed fifom the paint aact 
'jc^ with whfch their skind are generally cov- 
etUd, is a brown,' j^me what inclining to a coprr 
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per (iast. The shape of the face is oval; 
the features are tolerably regular, the lip^ 
being thin and the teeth very ^hite and et- 
en : their eyes are black but rather small^ 
and the nose pretty vvell formed, being nei- 
ther flat nor very prominent : their hair is 
black, • long and coarse, but they have no 
beard, completely extirpating it, as ^ell as 
the hair from their bodies, Maquina being 
the only exception, vvho suffered his beard 
to grow on his upper lip, in the manner of 
mustachios, vrhlch was considered as a mark 
of dignity. As to the women they are much 
whiter, many of them not being darker than 
those in some of the Southern parts of Eu- 
rope. They are in general very well look- 
ing and some quite handsome. Maquina^ 
favorite wife in particular, who was a Wick- 
inninish princess, would be considered as 
a beaotiful woman in any country. She 
was uncommonly well formed, tall, and of 
a majestic appearance ; her skin remarka- 
bly fair for one of these people, with ood- 
siderable colour, her features handsome and 
her eyes black, soft, and languishing ; her 
hah* wa« very long, thick, and black, as'£s 
that of the females fn general, which is much 
softer than that of the men ; in this they 
take much pride, frequently oiling aod plait- 
ing it carefully into two broad plaits, tying 
tile ends with a strip of the cloth of tiiie 
country and letting it hang down befbi^^oii 
^ach side of the face. 
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..The wooien keep their g^rmento nmcb- 
paater and cle9.n^ thaa.theuien» and are 
§3(,trejiiely modest in their deportmeat and 
^ess ; their mantle ar Katsack, which is 
longer than ths^t of the men, reaching qnite 
Jp their feet, and completely enveloping 
theoj, being tied close qnder.the chipi* and 
l^itnd with a girdle of. the s^me cloth pf of 
^eaQttejr skin around their waists ; it hag al- 
so loose sleeves which reach to the elbows* 
though fond of ornstmenting their persooH 
they are by no means so partial to paint as 
the men, merely colouring their eye-brows 
)^Iack and drawing a bright red stripe from 
each corner of the month towards tlie ear. 
Their ornaments consist chiefly of ear rings» 
pecklaces, bracelets, rings^ for the fingers 
and ancles, and Bm^ll nose jewels, (the lat- 
ter are however whoJly confined to the wives 
of the king or chiefs) these are principal- 
ly made out of copper or brass, highly pol- 
ished and of various forms and sizes ; 
the nose jewel is usually a small white 
ghell or bead suspended to a threads The 
wives of the common people frequently 
wear for bracelets and ancle rings, ^trips of 
ihe country cloth or skin of the lletamelth 
painted in figures, and those of the king 
drpirin^pal chiefs, bracelets and necklaces, 
^onsistmg of a namberof strings of J/e* 
U^aWy an article much prized by them, and 
yflmii make» a very handsome appearance. 
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*Ti^ Jf&'WtMy ad they term ft, is a J^nd 
"^tf shell of a dazzling whiteness, and as 
smooth as ivory, it is of a cylindrical fonp, 
in a slight degree curved, about the size ^f 
a goose quill, hollow, three inches in length 
and gradually tapering to a point, whiohis 
broken pff by .the natives as it is taken irom 
the water ; this they afterwards string upon 
threads of bark, and sell it by the fethom ; 
it forms a kind of circulating medium among 
these nations, five fathoms bdng considered 
as the price of a slave their most valuable 
species of property. It is principally ob- 
tained from the Aitjzzarts, a people lining 
about thirty or forty miles to the Northywrd, 
ivho collect it froin the reefe and su&ken 
rocks with which their coast abounds, though 
it is also feroogbt in cc^siderable quantity 
from the South. Their mode of taking it 
has been thus described to me> To one end 
of a pole is fastened a piece of f^ank in 
which a considerable number of f)ine )>^s 
are inserted made sharp at the ends ; above 
the plank in order to sink it, a stone 0r 
some weight is tied, and the oth(T end x>f 
the pole^ Sj0spended te a long rope ; thiajs 
let dowqii|)Qrpendicularly by the I/e-umw 
fishers in those places where that substaoce 
IB found which are ususJly from ftft}^i|4 six- 
ty fathoms deep ; on finding tb4|ii^om 
d^.ey raise the »pole up a few feetJMij^I^ it 
Ml, this they repeat a number of tiii^ a^ if 
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omtiniffBig, wbe^Mftey draw it u^^^ftd take^^ff 
iAh^i Jljfe-'Wmtf mtiieh is found adhering to t)ie 
.qpoiti1& ThiB method of procuring it 19 v^ry 
tiabon<Hi8 and fatigmng, especially as th^y 
djMdOiB tak^ more &an twoor three of these 
ssAtiella at a tifl»e, mtd frequently none, 
mi VTbM^h : tfaie women, as I have said, make 
iiknad Kttic «seof paiiH, the very reverse is the 
; case with the mea. In decorating their 
vknds and &cea they place their principal 
Ifindo^ and.hmie of our mo^t fasMcmable 
lieatis^ when pi*eparing for a grand b^l can 
he more particolar : For I haire known Ma- 
^-cfuiha afl^ having been employed for more 
l4iKm an hour in painting bis hce, mbjfhe 
r w4mle off and recommence the operation 
^ anew when it did not entirely please him. 
V The manner in which they paint themselves 
frequently varies,^ aecotding to tbe occasion, 
' %ut it oftener is the mere dictate of whim. — 
The most usual method is to paint the eye- 
brows black, in form of a half moon^ and 
r^ 4dieface Ted io small squares, with the arms^ 
? And legs and part of the body red ; some- 
i iitoes one hsdf of the fece is painted red in 
? jNjnares, iind the other black ; at others, dot- 
' ^ted #ith red spots, or red aif^ black Instead 
: i^ sqiiares, with a variety of other devices, 
''Saeh as'painthigtmebalf of the fat'e and bo- 
^i'dy red, and die other black. But a method 
^* (*f painting which they sometimes em{ 
- and^i4iich feejr were ntlich more pat 

a 2 
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iDi xvas by laylog on the face a quai^tf iif ^, 
bear'si grease of about one e%bitb of an inch -l 
thick ; this they raised up info ridges resem^t' 
bling a smail bead in joiner'^ work, witbarM 
stick prepared for tl^e pyrpp&e, and th^i'V 
painted them red, which gave the face a veryr > 
singular appearance. On extraordinary oc- 
casions, the king and principal chids used ^ 
to strew over their faces, after psnnting, a fine > 
black shining powder, procured from some 
mineral, as Maquina told me it was got from 
the rocks. This they call pelpelthj and : 
value it highly, as, in their opinion, it serves i 
ta set off Qieir looks to ^eat ad vantage^ giit-^ « ^ 
tering, especially in the sun, like silver.^ ^-^ 
Tb^s article is brought them in bags by tbo ^^^ 
NeuKhemass^ a very savs^e nation who live a> ^ 
long w^y to the North, from whom they liker 
wise Receive a superior kind of red paint, a 
spepies of very fine and rich ochre, which 
they hold in, much estimation. 

Notwithstanding this custom at painting)' 
themselves, they make it wk invariable prae^ 
tice, both in summ^ and winter, to bathe h 
once a day, and sometimes oilener ; but as ^^ 
the pai^t is put on with oil, it is not muck > 
discomposed di^idby, and whenever tbey: 
wish to wash if dC they repair to somepieoe^ ^ 
of ; fresijbt water and %0iir;Ahen»adves wit^^ 
sau^ or rushes. / 

In dressing their heads on oci^sion of a U 
fes^v^l or visiti th^^are Ml as particmkn^^'/ 
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add aimost^as kmg, asdfi painting. Hi^ 
hair, after being well oiled,^is carefully ga<3iw 
er^ tipoQ the top of the head and secured 
bjp^a piece of pine or spruce bough with the 
green l^t^esnpoDtt. After having it prop- 
el^ fixed in^^ this manner, the king and prin^ 
ci]^ chiefs used to strew all over it the white 
down obtained from a speciies of large brown 
es^^ which abounds on this coast, which 
t\my are v^y particular in arranging so as 
not to have a single feather out of place, oc- 
csu9to»ally wetting the hair to make it adhere. 
This^ ti^ether with the bough, which i» some- 
time^ of considerable size, and stuck over 
with faaUiers by means of turpentine, gives 
them a very singular and grotesque appear^ 
ance, which they, however^ thipk very be- 
coming,, and the first thing they do on learn-* 
ing the arrival of sfarang^s k to go and dec- 
orate themselves in this manner. 

The men alsa wear bracelets oi painted 
leather or copper, and large ear-rings of the 
latter-T-but the ornament on which they apt 
pear taset the most value, is the nose-jewel, 
if 9uch an appellation may be given to the 
wooden stick, which some of ^^m employ 
foE^ this purposcv The^ king and chiefs, 
however^ wear them of a> different form, b^ 
ing either fflaiall pieces of polished copper or 
brass, of which I made many for thiem, in 
the i^ape of h^artsi and diamcHidis, ^ a 
twisted ^coni(»l lihdl ab^iit half an inch £» 
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length of nblneish cohMtrattit twy^brigl^t, 
wMch is brottgbt from the Sooth. Thtoie 
«fe suspended bj a smaU wire or ^string <ta 
the hole, iq the gristle of ike nose, whmi^ 
fenned in in&ncy, bjr boreiiif it with a pm^ 
the hole beitig afterwards miargad l^ ttiei^e^ 
peated insertiou of woodea pegs m aa^iA-- 
creas^ size, until it becomes i^at 4b«^ 
ameter of a pipJ3 stem, though seme hate 
them of a size nearly sufficient to admit Ifte 
little finger.— The common elass who 4dS»- 
not readily procure tWe more expensive jew- 
els that I hayementioned, substitute fotih^y 
usually, a smooth round stick, som^ of wbith 
are of an almost incredible length, for I hate 
seen them projecting not less than eight or 
nine inches beyond the face on each ^de ; 
this is made fast or secured in its place by 
little wedges on each side of it. The^e 
sprit-sail-yard feHows, as my mess-mate us- 
ed to csdHtthem, when rigged out in this 
manner made quite a strange 8bov^% and 
it was his delight whenever he saw one of 
them coming towards us with an air of coin- 
sequence proportioned to the length of Ifis 
stick, to put up his hand suddenly as he wiis 
passing him, so as to i^trikethe stick, in cMr- 
dwi as he said, tob»ce him upshltrp tOIhe 
'^ind ; this used to make them very angry, 
but nothmg wa^ more remote from Tho«^ 
son^g ideas thatf the Ivish to cuiti¥at««4h«ir 
favour. '■' * • * V 
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^ The oatifes^ Nootka appear ta haveb«t 
Jiitde inclinatioa for the chace, thongb some 
.of them wereexpi^rt markesmen, aod used 
flometiines to shoot ducks and geese, but the 
/aeal aod the sea^otter form the priucipal ob- 
jects of their bunting, particularly the latter. 
tQf this animal, so much noted for its valua- 
ble skin the following description may not 
be . uninteresting. The sea-otter is nearly 
£re feet in length, exclusive of the tail, which 
is about twelve inches, and is very thick and 
broad where it joins the body, but gradually 
tapers to the end, which is tipped with white, 
i The colour of t|ie rest is a shining silky 
^black, with the exception of a broad white 
stripe on the top of the head. Nothing can 
be more beautiful than one of these animals 
-whep seen swiinming, especially when on 
the lookout for any object.** At such times 
It raises its head quite above the surface,and 
the ^contrast between' the shining black and 
the white, together with its sharp ears and a 
long tuft of hair rising from the middle of 
its forehead, which look like three small 
horns, render it quite a novel and attractive 
objeet. They are in general very tame, and 
will permit a canoe or boat to approach very 
, Benf before they dive. I was told, however^ 
that they are become much more shy since 
. they ha^e been accustomed to shoot them 
. with muskets, than when they used only ar- 
rows. The skin is held in great estimation 
in China^ more especially that of the tail, the 
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fiir of wbkb is finer and closer set than tfcat 
on the body. This is always cut off and 
sold separatdy by the natives. The value 
of a skin is determined by its size, that be-; 
ing considered as a piime skin v?bich will 
reacbi in length, from a man's chin to his feet^ 
The food of the siea-otter is fish, which he 
is very dexterous in taking, being an excel-^ 
lent swimmer, with feet webbed like those 
of a goose. — ^They appear to be wholly con- 
fined to the sea-coast, at least to the salt wa- 
tcr. They have usually three or four young 
atatime,butl know not how often they breeds 
nor in what places they deposit their youngs 
though I have frequently seen them swiin-^ 
Dung around the mother when no larger than 
mts. The flesh is eaten by the natives, cook** 
ed in their usual mode by boiling, and is far 
preferable to that of the seal of which they 
make much account. 

But if not great hunters there are few peo- 
ple more expert in fishing. Their lines are 
generally made frotu the sinew of the whale, 
and are extremely strong. For the hook,^ 
they usually make use of a strait piece of 
hard wood, in the lower part of which is in- 
serted and well secured, with thread or 
whale sinew, a4>it of bone made very sharp 
at the point and bearded ; but I used to 
make for thein hooks from iron, which they 
preferred, not CNiily as being lass liable to 
break, but more cert^n of securing the fish. 
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Cod, liatibtf t» and other 8l» fish uttre not oa* 
ty caaght by thear witli hooks^ butieven ml* 
n](»i. To take thin latter fish, they |itactise 
the folIoMring method-^Ojie perfiton iBeata 
himself in a ismMll canoe, and baiting! hw 
hook tvith a sprat, which they are always 
careful to procure as fresh as possrible, fastens 
bis line to the handle of the paddlie; thiisr, as 
he plies it in the water, keeps the fish in con- 
stant motion, so as to give it the app^yrance 
of life, which the salmon seeing^ leaps at it 
and is instantly hooked, and by a sudden 
and dexterous motion of the paddle, drawn 
on board. I have known some of the na* 
tives take no less than eight or ten salmon of 
a morning in this manner, and have seen 
from twenty to thirty canoes at a time in 
Friendly Cove thus employed. They are 
likewise little less skilful in taking the whale« 
This they kill with a kind ot javelin: or har- 
poon, thus constructed and fitted. The 
barbs are formed of bone which are sharp-* 
ened on the outer side and hollowed withm 
for the purpose ot forming a socket for the 
staff; these are then secured ^mly togeth- 
er with whale sinew, the point being fitted 
so as to receive a piece of muscle sfadl whidi 
i^ ground to a very sharp edge, and se- 
cured in its place by means of turpentine. 
To this head or prong is fastened^a. strot^ 
luqe of whale sinew about nine fee^ m le^gdi^ 
to the 2nd of which is tied a bark rope i^m 
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titty to sixty fttthoms long, having from 
twenty to thirty seal skin floats or buoys, 
attached to it at certain intervals, in order 
to check the motion of the ivhale and ob- 
struct his diving. In the socket of the har*- 
poon a staff or pole of about ten feet long, 
gradually tapenng from the middle to each 
end, is placed ; this the harpooner holds in 
hi^ hand in order to strike the whale, and im- 
mediately detaches it as soon as the fish is 
struck. The whale is considered as the 
king's fish, and no other person, when he is 
present, is permitted to touch him until the 
royal harpoon has first drawn his blood, how- 
ever near he may approach ; and it would be 
considered almost as sacrilege for any of the 
common people to strike a whale, before he 
IS killed, particularly if any of the chiefs 
should be present. They also kill the por- 
pcMse and sea coif with harpoons, but this 
inferior game is not interdicted the lower 
class. 

With regard to their canoes, som^ of the 
handsomest to be found on the whole coast 
are made aj Nootka, though very fine ones 
are brought by^he tVickanninish and the 
^Klaiz-zarts, who have them more highly or- 
namented. They are of bU sizes, from such 
as are capable of holding only one person to 
their largest war canoes which will carry 
forty men, and are extremely light Of 
4hesey the largest of any thai I ev^r saw. 
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fm»: one beloi^ii^ to MiKiaioa, vbich I 
measured and fouad to hefartytlto feetm; 
Inches in lel^gUi at the bottonit Wkdfbrty-six 
leet from steiB to stem. These are made of 
pl^ hollowed /6ut frofib a tree with their 
i^izzels solely, which .are about three inch- 
es broad and six in lengthy ^nd ^t into a 
l^isdle of very hard wopd. This instrument 
m^ as formerly made of flint or some hard 
stone ground down to as sharp an edge as 
jpossible, but since they have learned the use 
of iron, they have almost all of them of that 
fitetal. Instead of a mallet for striking this 
^ij^el, tb^y make use of a, smooth round 
f j^e, which they hold in the pdilm of the 
^^d. With this same awkward instrument 
they not QpJyf excavate Uieir canoes and 
|ray^ and smooth tbieir plank, but cut down 
such trees as they wapt, either for building, 
fuel, or other purposes, a labour which is 
biQstly done by their slaves. 
^ The falling of trees as practised by them 
ijs a slow and most tedious process, three of 
them being generally from twq to three days 
in cutl;ing down a large one, yet so attached 
VF^re they to their own mjethod, that not- 
withstanding they saw Thompson frequent- 
ly with one of our axes, of which there was 
a number saved, fall a tree in less time than 
they could have gonie round it with their 
^jzzels, still they could not be persua&ed fo^ 
make use of them. ' 

'^ ■ - ■ • H '^ 
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^fter hollowing out their canoes, wlyudi 
they do very neatiy, they fashioi^ the ,out^ 
side, and slightly burn it for the purpose qf 
removing any s{)linters or ^mall points tha^ 
might obstruct its passage, through the war 
ter, after which they rub it over thoroughly 
with rushes or coarse mats in order to 
smooth it, which not only renders it aln^ost 
as smooth as glass, but form^ a better secu* 
rity for it from the weather ; this operation 
of burning and rubbing down the bottoms 
of their canoes is practised as often as they 
acquire any considerable degree of rough- 
ness from urfe. The outside, by this means, 
becomes quite black, and to complete their 
work they paint the inside of a bright red, 
with ochre or some other similar substaoce^ 
the prows and sterns are almost always or« 
namented with figures of ducks or some oth-> 
er kind of bird, the former being so fashion- 
ed iBs*to represent the head and the latter the, 
tail, these are separate pieces from the canoe 
and are fastened to it with small flexible 
twigs or bark cord. Some of these cs^noes, 
particularly those employed in whaling, 
ivhich will hold about ten men, are orna- 
mented within about two inches below the^ 
gunwale, with two parallel lines on each 
side of very small white shells running fore 
and aft, which has a very pretty effect 
Their war canoes have no ornament of this 
kind but are painted on the outside with. 
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Sgeirm in white chalk representing eagle% 
^alesy human heads, &c. They are \ery 
dexterous in the use of their paddles, whicn 
ire very neatly wrought, and are five feet 
long with a short handle and a blade sevea 
tnches broad in the middle tapering to a 
sharp poiiit: With these they will make a 
canoe skim vefy swiftly on the water with 
*csircely any noise, while they keep time to 
the stroke of the paddle with their'songs. 
^ With regard to these they have a number 
which they sing on various occasions ; as 
war* whaling, and fishing, at their marriages 
and feasts, and at public festivals or solem* 
pities. The language of the most of these 
appears to be very difierent, in many res- 
pects, from that used in their common con* 
versation, which leads me to believe either 
that they have a different mode of expres* 
^og themselves in poetry, or that they bor- 
row their songs from their neighbours, and 
what the more particularly induces me to the 
latter opinion, is, that whenever any of the 
Newchemass, a people from the Northwar4 
aud who speak a very different language, ar- 
rived, they used to tell me that they expect- 
ed a new song, and were almost always sure 
to have one. 



• A specimen of one of their war songj will be found at tii^^ 
end of this work, « 
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} Tbar tunes are^eQerally softaild f^^uin 
tiye^ sipd though not possessing gr(eat vaiie^ 
tjr, are notdeicient in barimroy«'----Their sing^, 
ing is §^ei)eraliy^ accompanied witji severdi 
rude kmds of instrumental music; among 
thc^ .most prominent of which is a kind of 
drum- This is nothing more than a long; 
plank * hollowed Qut on the underside and 
9iade quite thin, which is beat upon by a 
stick of about a foot long ^nd renders a 
ao^qd not unlike beating on the head of an 
i^inpty cask, but much louder. But the two 
<9iost favourite instruments are the rattle and 
fihe pipe or whistle ; these are however only 
used by the king, the chiefs, pr some partic- 
ular persons ; the foriper is made of dried 
sealskin, so as to represent a fish, and is 
filled with a number of small smooth peb- 
bles, it has a short handle and is painted red. 
toe whistle is made of bone, generally the 
ieg. of a deer, it is short but emits a very shrill 
^qnd. They have likewise another kind of 
^usic, which they make use of in dancing, 
in the manner of castanets, this is produced 
%y a number of muscle or cockle shells tied 
together and shaken to a kind of tune, which , 
js accompanied with the voice. 
^ Their slaves, as I have observed, form 
Iheir most valuable species of property.— 
These are of both sexes, being either cap- 
iHyes taken by themselves in war, or purchas- 
ed from the neighbouring tribes, and who 
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reside in the same Bouse, fomiii^asit wete 
fl'^part of the family/ are uffoally kindly treat- 
^, eat of the s&mefoodt and five as veil as 
their tnasters. T%ey are compelled howev- 
er at times to labonr severely, as not only 
all the meniki offices are performe^by them^. 
such &i bringing water, cutting wood and a 
variety of others, but they are obliged to 
make the canoes, to assist in building and 
repairing the houses, to supply their masters 
with fish, and tO' attend them to war and to 
fight for them. None but the king and 
chiefs have slaves, the common people being 
prevented fro&i holding them eitW fromt 
their inabiMty to purchase them, or as I am* 
the rather inclined to think fi^m its being 
considered^ as the privilege of the former 
alonie h^ have them^ especially as all those 
made prisoners in war belong either to the 
king or the chiefs, i/tho have captured them^ 
each one holding such as have been taken 
by himself or his slaves. There is probably 
however some little distinction in favoorof 
the king,, who is always the commander of 
the expedition, asMaquina had nearly fifty, 
male and f<^male, in his house, a number con- 
stituting about one half of its inhabitants^ 
comprehending those obtained by war and 
purchase, whereas none of the other chiefe 
had more than twelve. The females are 
employed principally in manufacturing cloth, 
in cooking, collecting berriesi &c. and witli 
/ H-2 
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r«gftrd to ^aft and Imng in general htrre not 
a much harder lot timn itheir mtstres^es, 
the principal difference consisting, in these 
poor unfortunate creatnrea being considered f 
as free to any one, their masters prostituting - 
them whenever they think proper for tb^*^ 
jmrpose of gain. In this wa^f many of them ' 
are brought on board the ships and offered 
to the crews, from whence an opinion ap« 
pears to have been formed by some of our 
navigators, injurious to the chastity of their' 
females, than which nothing can be more 
generally untrue, as perhaps in no part of 
the world is that virtue more prized. 

The houseis at Nootka as already stated, 
are about twenty, without comprising those 
inhabited by the Klahars, a small tribe that 
has been conquered and incorporated inrto 
that of Nootka, though they must be con* 
sidered as in a state of vassalage as they are 
not permitted to have any chiefs amoi^ 
them, and live by themselves in a cluster of 
small houses at a little distance from the vil- 
lage^ The Nootka tribe which consists of 
about five hundred warriors, is not only more 
numerous than ahnost any of the neighbour- 
ing tribes, but far ej^eeds them in the 
strength and martial spirit of its peojile ; 
and in fact there are but few nations within a 
hundred miles either to the North or South 
but are considered ais tnbutery to them. 

lu giving some accouQt of the teibes that 
were accustomed to visit Nootka, I shall 
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edmrneoee mt tite Sonlhward mik the RtsK 
iZrzarts, and tiie WieidQitiDish, premising 
ttiat in poiol; of personal appearance there 
prevails a wimderfol diversity between the. 
ifarions trttiea on the coasts with the excep- 
tion of the feet and le^^ whii^ are badiT^ 
shaped in ainiost all oi'Uiem from their prao^^* 
tice of sitting on them. . The Khi^iz-zarts* 
are a nnmeroun and poiwerful trflie^ livings 
nearly three hundred miles to the South, an^ 
aspe said to consist of more than a thousand 
warriors* They appear to be more civiK 
ized than any of Uie others^ being better 
and more neatly dressed, more mild and af« 
fable in thdr manners, remarkable foi^ their 
spvightliness and vii^eity^ and celebrated: 
fdv their singing and damping. They exhib- 
it sdso gfeat marJLS of improvement in what- 
ever is wrooght by them ; their* canoes^ 
though not superior to those (^ Nootka in^ 
pmnt of form and lightness, beingtnore high- 
ly ornamented, and their weapons and tools* 
of every kind have a much hi^dr finish and^ 
display more skill m the workmanship. 
Their cast of countenance is very different 
from that of the Nootkians, their feezes being: 
very broad, with a less prominent nosie and 
smaller eyes, and thetopof the head flatten** 
ed as if it had been pressed' down^ with a 
weight. Their <sompiexicm is also much 
fairer, and their statnre shorter, though they 
are wdl formed and stKongly set ^ Tiiey. 
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have a custoni which appears to be pecul- > 
iar to them, as I never ol^erved it in any of 
the other tribes^ which is to p]uck out not 
only their beards, and the hair from their 
bodies, but also their e^e-brows» so as not to 
leave a vestige remaining. They were also 
in general more skilful in painting and dec* 
orating themselves, and I have seen some ef 
them with no less than a dozen holes in 
each of tlieir ears to which were suspended 
strings of small beads about two inches ia 
leng^. .Their language is the same as spo^ 
ken at Nootka^ but raeir pronunciation is 
much more hoavse and guttural. Tliese 
people are not only very expert in whaling, 
but are ^peat hunters, of the sea otter and 
other animals, with which their country is 
said to abound, as. the Metamelth a large an- 
iqial of the deer kind, the skin of which I 
have already spoken of, another of a light 
grey colour, with very fine hair from which 
fiiey mapufacture a handsome cloth, the 
beaver, ai)d a species of large wild cat, or 
tyffer cat ^ ^ . 

The Wickinnini^h, their neighbours on the 
North, ifie about two hundred miles from 
Nootka. They are a robust, strong and 
warlike people, but considered by the Noot* 
kians 9$^ their inferiors in cours^e. Thift 
tribe 19^ more numerous than that of Noot- 
ka, amounting to between six and seven bun* 
Aced vvf|Urriori|» Thouj^ not sp civilized a^ 
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the Kla-iz-2arts:and less skilful ia their mao- 
ufactur^?, . like them they emplpy them- 
selves in Hunting as well as in whaling and 
fishing. Their faces are broad bMt- less so 
than the Kla-iz-zarts/ with a darker com- 
pletion, and a much less, open and pleasing 
expression of countenance, while their heads 
present a very different form, being pressed 
m at the sides and lengthened . towards the 
top, somewhat in the shape of a sugar loaf; 
Th^se people are very frequent visitors at 
Nootka, a close friendship subsisting be-^ 
tw.een the two nations, Maquina's Arcomah, 
or Queen, Y-i/a-tintla-no^ being the daugh- 
ter of the Wickinninish kinj^. The Kla-oo- 
quates adjoining* them on the North are* 
much less numerous, their force not exceed- 
ing four hundred fighting men ; thev are 
also behind them in the arts of life. IPhese 
are a fierce, bold, and enterprizing peo« 
pie, and there wiere none that visited Noot- 
ka, whom Maqnina used to be more on his 
guard against, or viewed with so much sus- 
pici&ij. The.Eshquates ^ire ahbnt the same 
tidmber; these are considered as tributa- 
ry^ to Maqnina : Their coast abonnds with 
rivers, creeks, and marishes- To the North 
the nearest tribe of any imporl!anee is the' 
Aitizzarts ; these however do not exceed 
three hundred warriors. In appearanc^ 
they greatly resemble the people' of Noot*/ 
ka, to whom they are ccmsider^d as tribtt* 
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ing also being very similar. They, reside at 
about forty miles distance np the sound. A 
considerable way farther to the northward 
are the Cayuquets ; these are a much more 
numerous tribe than that of Nootka but 
thought by the latter to be deficient in cout- 
age and martial spirit, Maquina having fre^ 
quently told me that their hearts were little 
like those of birds. 

There are also both at the North and 
South many other intervening tribes, but in 
general small in number and insignificant, all 
of whom as well as the above mentioned 
speak the same l£mguage. But the Newche- 
mass who come from a great way to the 
Northward, and from some distance inland, 
as I was told by Maquina, speak quite a dif- 
ferent language, although it is well under- 
stood by those of Nootka. These were the 
most savage looking and ugly men that I ev- 
er saw, their complexion being much darker, 
their stature shorter, and their hair coarser, 
than that of the other nations, and their 
dress and appearance dirty in an extreme. 
They wear their beards long like Jews, and 
have 3 T^y morose and surly countenance. 
Their usual dress is a Kootsuck made of 
wolf skin, with a number of the tails attach* 
ed to it, of which I have seen no less than 
ten on one garment, hanging from the top to 
the bottom ; though they sometimes wear a 
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similar mantle of bark doth, of a much 
ooaraer texture than tiiat of Nootka, the ori- 
ginal colour of which api^ars to be the same^ 
though from their very great filthiiiess it was 
Inmost impossible to discover what it had 
been. Their mode of dressing their hair al- 
so varies essentially from that of the other 
tribes, for they suffer that on the back of the 
bead to hang loose, and bind the other over 
their foreheads in the manner of a fillet, with 
a strip of their country cloth, ornamented 
with small white shells. Their weapons are 
the Cheetoolthy or war club, which is made 
from whale bone, daggers, bows and arrows, 
and a kind of spear pointed with bone or . 
copper. They brought with them no furs 
for sale, excepting a few wolf skins, their 
merchandize conststing principally of the 
black shining mineral called pel pel th, and 
the fine red paint which they carefully kept 
in close mat bags, some small dried salmon,, 
clams, and roes of fish, with occasionally a 
little coarse matting cloth. They were ac- 
customed to remain a much longer time at 
Nootkathan the other tribes, in order to re- 
cover from the fatigue of a long journey, 
part of which was ovef land, and on these 
occasions taught their songs to our savages. 
The trade of most of the other tribes with 
Nootka, was principally train oil, seal or 
whale's blubber, fish fresh or dried, herring 
or salmon spawn, clams, and muscles^ and 
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the^ema, aspcides of fiiilt tHiidi id jM^^ 
and ^ried, clotfa; isea otter skips, and 4llkvi^§. 
From thie Aitizzarts, and' tbe Gaytiqd^, 
particularly the former* the best I-^isMr 
and in th^ greatest quantities was ^btaiki^. 
The Bskauates fornished 138 witli nirild 
ducks and geese^ particularly the hitt^. 
The Wickinninisfa and Kla-iz-zarts brongttt 
to market many slaves, the best sea btte¥ 
skins, great quantities of oil, whale siaew, 
and cakes of the vama^ 4)ighly ornam^ted 
canoes, some 1-wnaw, red ochre and peU 
pelth 0^ an inferior quality to that obtained 
from the Newchemass, but particularly the 
so much valued Metamelth^ and an excdteut 
root called by the Kla-iz-zarts Quatmoose^ 
This is thd size of a small oh ion, but rather 
longer, being of a tapering ifbrm like a jpear, 
and of a brownish colour. It is cooked by 
steaft], is always brought in baskets ready 
prepared (or eating, and is in truth a very 
fine vegetable, being sweety mealy and of a 
most agreeabfe flavor*. It was highly fes^ 
teemed oy the natives ^hb us^ to ^at it as 
tfiey did every thing else with train bil.4^ 
From the KTa-iz-zarts was also receiverd; 
though in no great Ijuantity, a cloth mabu- 
iactured by^hem from the fur already spo-; 
ken of, which feels like wool andis of a grey 
colour. ' 

Many of the articles thus "bitiught, pair-^ 
4xciilarly the provisions, were considered eis 
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g resents, or tributary offerings, but this must 
e viewed as little liiore than a noroinal ac- 
knowledgment of superiority, as they rarely 
failed'to get the full, amount of the value of 
their presents. I have Jj;nown eighteen of 
the great tubs,, in which they keep their 
provisions, fille4,^witb spawn brought in 
this way. ; On these ocqasions a great 
feast is always made, to which n6t only the 
strangers,.but the .whole village, men, wo- 
men, and children are generally invited, and 
I have seen five of .the lafgest tubs employr 
ed at such timrC in. cooking at the king's 
house. At thes^ feas'ts they generally in-, 
dulge in eating^^to an exf^eos, making up in 
this respect Tor their^ want • of inebriating 
liquors, which they know no method of pre- 
paring in any. form, their only drink being 
water. 

Wheiiever they .came to visit or trade it 
w^§ their general custojn, to stop a few miiei^ 
distant under. the. lee of some bluff or rock, 
and rig themselves out in their best manner, 
by painting and dressing their heads. On 
their first coming on §hore, they we^e invit- 
ed to eat by the king, when they brought to 
him, such articles as he wanted, after which 
the rest of the inhabitants were permit- 
ted to purchase, the strangers being care- 
ful to keep them in their canoes until sold, 
under strict guard to prevent their being 
stolen, the disposition of these people for 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



9S 

iSmying being so great, Htzt it is n^essafy 
to keep a watchful eye upon them* * ^ 

This was their .usual mode of. traffick^ l)ut 
whenever they wished tp purchase any pair- 
ticular object, as ; for instance, a certain 
slave, or solue oth^r •thing of which they 
were very desiroq^^ the canj^^that came for 
this purpose would lie off a Kittle distance 
from the sRorfe, and a kind of embassador or 
representativeofthe king or chief by wbqm 
it was srent, dressed in their best, manner, 
and witb his head covered with the white 
down, would rise, and aft^ making kno\^a 
Hie object . of his minion in a. ponapous 
speech, hold up' specimens pf suqh articles 
as he waa instructed to offer in payment, 
mentioning, the numl^er or quantity of /each, 
iyhen if the .bargain was concluded, the ex- 
change was. immediately made. 

On their .visits of friendship X)rtraffick, 
thcchieis alone used « to sleep on shore, t^is 
was generally at tlie. house of the king or 
head chief, the others passing the night ba 
board of their canoes, which was done not 
only for tho* preservation of their property, 
but because Hiey were not permitted to re- 
main on shore>lle$t they might excite ^some 
disturbance or comqait deprecations. 

All tbese^people generally go armed, the 
common class wearing oqlya dagger sus- 
pended from their neck behind, with a string 
of metamelthi and sometimes threistin their 
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.gird!le$: The chiefs In additioii to Hiedag^ 
^er carry the chetootthr qx war-club sus^ 
*pen^ed*in the satne tnafmer beneath their 
mantles/ this in the hands of a strong man 
]is a powerful weapon; in^the management of 
Avhi^h, some of Hheold^r chiefs are very dex- 
^terotis^ It is. made from the bone of a whale, 
and is very heavy. The blade 19 about 
eighfteeii indies^'longf and three broad, till 
it aprproaches tiear- the point, where it ex-< 
pands to the breadth of four inches. In 
the middle, from whence it slopes off grad- 
ually to an edge on each side^ it is from 
one to two inches in thickness* This blade 
is usnallj^ covered with figures of the sun 
^rid moon, a man's head, &c. and the hilt 
which is* made to represent the head of a 
man or some animal, is curiously set with 
small white shells, and has a band of meta« 
ineltlr f^tened to it in order to sling it over 
Iflie shofilder.' * Some of the tribes have also 
a kind of spear headed xvith copper or the 
bone of the sting ray, which is a dangerous 
Weapon ; this is hov<revernot iisual, and on- 
""ly carried by the chiefs.- The- bow and ar- 
row are still usedby a few; but since the in- 
troduction of fire arms among them, this 
weapon has been mostly laid aside. 

But to return to our unhappy situation. 
* Though my comrade and myself fared as 
well, and even better than we could have ex- 
pected among these people, considering their 
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custoDis and raode of liviag, yet our f^ViXS 
lest no ship would coiqe.to our release; Wd 
th?it we should u^ver more bfehold^a Chris- 
tian country^ were to us a source of constant 
pain. Our principal consolation in thi$ 
gloohiy state, was to go on TSundaya,, M'.hen: 
ever the weather ^ould perjnjtj, to. the bor- 
ders of a fresh water pond, about a irfile 
from the village, where, aftec^ bathing, and 
putting on clean* clothes, we would , seat 
ourselves under the shade of a beautiful 
pine, while! read some chapters in the Bi-, 
ble, and the prayers appointed by Qur Church 
for the day, ending our devotions with ar fer- 
vent prayer to the Ahijighty that he would 
deign still to watch . oyer and preserve our 
llyes, rescue us from the hgn^s of the sav^-^ 
geg, and permit us once more to be^hold a 
Christian jand. In this manner were the 
greater part of- ojur Sundays passed at^Noot- 
ka ; apd 1, felt, grateful to heaven, that amidst, 
oufoth^r sufTeririgs, we \vere at least allo^V?',, 
ed the pleasure of offering up our devotions 
unmolested, for Maquina, on my explaining , 
to him as well^ as was in my .power the reg- 
S5011 of our thus retiring at this time, far/rom 
objecting, readily consented, to it.. The 
potid above mentioned was small, not more 
than a quarter of a mile in breadth and of 
no great length, the water being very clear, 
though not of great depth, and bordered by 
a beautiful forest of pine, fir, elm, and beach, 
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free from bushes and underwood— a roost 
9eligKtfUl retreat, whiVb ^ rendered still 
iDior^t attractive by a ^feat number of birds 
^at ibquehted itf particularly the humming 
bird. Thither we used to go tb wash our 
Olothes,^ and* felt secure from .any intrusioti 
from the natives, a$ they rarely .visited it ex- 
cept for the purpose of clfean^ipg themselves 
0f their paint. ' ■ 

.In July wfe at length thought that the hope 
of "delivery -we had so long anJfiously in- 
duTged, was on the poiht of being gratified. 
A ship appear^ in tiie offing, but alas, our 
fbnd hopes vanished' almost as soon as form- 
ed { for fnstead of standing in fo* the shore 
^he passed to the nortfaVard and soon dii^a{>* 
peared. I shall not attempt to describe our 
disappointment— my heart sunk within me, 
and I felt as though It was my destiny ney--: 
er more tp behold a Christian, fefce. Four 
days after ther*^ occurred a tremendous 
siotm of thundw ^nd lightning, during 
i^hich the natives manifested great alarm and 
termor, the whole tribe, hurrying to Maqui- 
nk^s house, where, instead of keeping within, 
they seated themselves on the roof amid the 
severest of the tempest, drumming upon 
the boards, and looking up to heaven, while 
thie king beat the long holloW plank, sinking 
and, as h^ afterwards told me, begging Qua- 
kootte^ the name they give to <Jod; not to 
kill them» in which he was accomp^ed 
I 2 
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by thie whole tribe ; this, singii^ aad^drum- 
.mii^ wa9 continued until the storm s^ba^d. 
As the summer drew near its elo^^^e 
began to suffer from' the frequent want bf 
food, wliich was principally owing to • j^- 
. quina and the. chiefs* being out winding, in 
whicb"he would not permit I'hompson atid 
myself to join, lest we should make our es- 
cape to sOnie o& the tieighbouring "tribes. 
At these times the women seldom 'or ever 
cook any provision, and We were oftett h«a- 
grjr^ but were sometimes fortuntite enough to 
procure secretly, a piece of salmon, sonie 
other ^sh, spawn, or ftvenWubber, whifeh, 
by boiling in saH water, with a few onions 
-and. turnips, the rehiains of the 3pai^i^ 
garden,' or young nettles and* other herbs, 
famished us a delicious repast in private. 
In the mcM time, we frequently received ac- 
counts iroin the tribes who cacde to Noolica, 
both from the north and sputh, of there jb^ 
ingvfessels on the coast, and were ^adv^ied 
by their chiefs to make our escape, who also 
promised us their aid, and to put lis '-on 
board. Tl^ese stories, Ijowever, as I aft^^ 
wards learned, were almost all of tfaem 
without any foundation, and merely invert- 
ed by th^e people with a view to get us into 
their power in order to make slaves of us 
themselves, or to sell us to others. But I 
was still more strongly solicited to feare 
Nootk^ by a woman. This was a Wiekln* 
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ninkb princess, a younger sister of Ma- 
.^<|tt0»a^s wi^ rwbo ;was. there on a Hsit. - I 
«bad t^^ good fortune, tf it may be so called, 
>*idb^o'me; quite a feivourke with her; Sfte 
ia^ppearod iHuclv interested for : me^-^skod 
::'nieunany <|uesti6ns respecting my coon^^ 
r4£ Iliad a mother and siitex at home, and if 
'^hiiy would tM>t grieiro^ for my abnencew lier 
.^GCMEnplexion ws^ fsurer than that of tbewo^ 
r men in geoeral, jmd hervfeatnres more regu- 
lar; mid s^hewonld have been quite hand- 
some bad it not been for -a defe<k ia one i>f 
-her-^eyes, the sight oC which had be«^ injur* 
^ed by some accident, 4he.reaseif, ftsMaqm- 
^jia told me why .she bad n0; been marrii&d/^ 
^defect of this" kind • being by these salvages 
^onsideced - as almost an insujieraUe objec- 
tion. She urged; me repeatedly to return 
with>faei^ telling -me that the Wiekinmntdb 
mete mu^h better than the Nd6tkjans ;> that 
her^her would treat me mofe .kindly thsm 
iMaquina^; giv^ me better fiood and clothes, 
and finally put me 6n>oardx)ri^ of »y x>wn 
country vessels. I felt, howe^^er, littlev dis- 
posed to accompany her, <MHi9ideriagvmy 
situation with -MaEquina full; as, eligible as it 
would be: with the Wickinninish^ if not 1^- 
ter, notwithstanding all she said- to the coa*^ 
trary. 

: CM the third of September, the whole 
6tribe quitted Nootka, according to their 
-i^nstant practice, in prder to pass thcriau- 
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tumn and /winter at Tashees and Cooptee^ 
the' latter lying about thirty tniles np thfe 
Sound in a deep bay, the navigation t>f "vvhich 
i» very dangerous from the great number of 
reefs and rocks with which it abounds. Oif 
tbes^ occasions every thing is taken with 
them, -even the plankB of their bouses, in or*- 
der to cover their new dwellings. To an ^ 
European, such a removal exhibits a scene 
quite novel and strange : canoes piled up 
with' boards and boxes^ anil filled with men, 
women and children of all ranks and sizes, 
maiiii^ tbB air resound with their cri^ and 
songs. At ih^e times, as well as when they 
have occasion to go jsohie distance frora^ 
their houses^ the infants areusuallysuspend^ 
ed across the mother's ishoujders, In a kind- - 
of cradte or hammock, formed of bark, of ^ 
about six inches in.depth, and of the length 
of the chHd^ -by means of % leath^ band in* 
serted through loops. on its edges ; this they 
ali^o keep thefai in when at hpm^, in* order 
ta preserve them in a straijt * position, and "■ 
prevent any distortioh of the limbs% most 
probably a principal cause , of these people* 
being so seldom dfefornied-or crooked.-*— i 
The Ion f^ boat of our Ship having been re-^^ 
paired and furnished with a sail by Thomp- 
son, Maquiii a gave us the direction of it, we 
being better acquainted with managing it 
t(han his people, and after loading her a$ 
deep as she could iswim^ we proceeded in 
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compauy. with them to tfie Qorth, quitting 
NQQtk;^ with heavy heartjs, as we could ea- 
tertain no hopes of release until pur return^ 
1^ ships ever coming to that part of the 
coast.. Passing Cobptee, which is situate^ 
oa th0 spnthern hank, just within the mouth 
of a small river flowing from the east in a 
narrow valley at the foot of a mojuntairi, we 
proceeded about fifteen miles up thisstreapa 
to Tashees, between a, range of lofty hills on 
each side, which extend ^ .great distance iu- 
land, and are covered iX^ith the finest forest 
treed of the country. Immediately oi> our 
arrival, we all went to work, very diligently 
in; covering the houses with (hei p1$inks we 
had brought^ th^ frami^ being ready erected, 
these^ people oev^r^jD^retending torjenvove the 
tinker.., i/i a very short time the wor^ v^as 
coinpleted,. and we wer^ establisbedin our 
n^w residence. ^ ^ .^ 

Tashees is pleasantly, situated smd in a 
n^st secure position frpni the winter storms, 
in^^^small vale or hollow on the south shore,, 
at the foot of a moantain. The spot oa 
which it stands isJeve], and the soil very 
fine,, thp country in its vicinity abounding 
wJth the: most romantic views, charmingly 
diversified, and fine streaniEs of water falling 
in beautiful cascades froni the mountains. 
The river at this place is about twenty rods 
in width, and, in its det pest part, from nine 
to twelve feet. This village is the extreme 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



106 

jpokit of navigatiotiy' as immediately ^^<5^d, 
the river becomes much more shallow,^ Aiid 
is broken ihto rapids and falls. The koui^es 
hCTe are placed in a line like those at Noot- 
ka,' but closer together, the situation being 
more confined, they are also smaller, in con- 
sequence of which ^e Were rtuch crow(Je4, 
and incominoded for room. 

The principal object iri coming to this^ 
place, is the mcility it affords these people 
of providing their winter stock of provisions, 
^which cohsists principally of saltnon, and 
the spawii of that fish ; to which may be 
added herring and sprats, and Kerring spawn. 
The lutti^, however, is always procured by 
them at Nootka, previous to their quitting 
it. ' At the seasons of s|)awning, whicH are 
early in the spring and . the last of August, 
they cdltect a great quantity of pine branch- 
es, which they place in different parts of the 
Cove at the^epth of .i^bout ten feet arid se- 
cure them by means of heavy stones. ,0n 
thes^ the Kerring deposit their spawn m im- 
v.inehse quantities ; the bushes are then tal^en 
up, the spawn stripped from the branches, 
and after being washed and freed frOin the 
pine leaves by the women, is dried and f)ut 
up in bSsket^ for use. It is considered as 
their greatest delicacy, and eaten both cook- 
ed and raw : iri the fornier case, being boil- 
ed and eaten with train oil, and in the latter, 
mixed up with eold water alone. 
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l^be (Salmon are taken at ^Tasfaees, ]^iiiti« 
pally in pots or^ wears. Thieir method of 
taking them in wears is thus : — A fQt of 
twentjteet idkiigth, and from four to five 
feet diameter, at the hioutb, is formed of 
a great number of j)ine splinters wliicb are 
strongly secured, an inch aud a half from 
each other,4)y means' of^hoops made of flex* 
ible twigs, and placed about eight inches 
apart. •At'the end it tapers almost to a 
point, near whiah i^ a small wiclcer door, 
for the purpose of taking out the fisb. Tlii^ 
pot or weair is placed at' the foot of a fall 
otrajp^id, where the water i^ not v^y deep^ 
^nd the fish driven from above with long 
poles, are intercepted find caughtln the wear, 
from whjBQce tbey are taken into the canoes. 
In this manner 1 have seen rapre than seven 
hundred salmon c^aught in the space of fif* 
teen minutes. I have also sometinies known 
a few 6f the istriped bass taken in this man- 
ner, but rarely. /^ ' • 

At such times there is great feantiiig and 
nierrimeDt among them. Tlie women and 
ft^m ale staves being busily employed iii 
^cooking, or in curing the fish for their win- 
ter slock, which is done by cutting off the 
heads and tails, splitting them, taking out 
the back bone, and hanging them up in their 
houses to dry. They ako dry the halibut 
and cod, but these instead of curiiic: whole, 
fhey cut up into small pieces for that purpose^ 
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ap^ expose to the sun. The spa^vn of the 
salmon, which is a principal article of Ibeir 
provision; they take opt, and without any 
other preparation, throw it .into their tubs, 
where they leave it to stand and ferment, for 
though they frequently eat it fresh, they es- 
teem it ranch more when it has acquired a 
strong taste, and que of the greatest favours 
they can confer on any person, is to iiivite 
him to eat Quakamiss, the name they give 
this food, though scarriely any thing can be 
more repugnant to a European palate, than 
it is in this state ; and whenever they took it 
out of these large receptacles, which they 
are always careful to fijl, such vras the stench 
which it o^haled, on being moved, that it 
was almost i^npossible for me to abide it, 
ev^n after iahit, had in a* great degree dul- 
led the delicacy of my senses, — \Vhfen;boil- 
^v^ I* became less offensive, though it still re- 
^i^nejl much of the putrid smell an^ some- 
thiti^^f the taste. 

Such is the immense quantity of these 
fish^ and they are taken with such facility, 
that I have known upwards *of twenty-five 
hundred brought into Maquina's house at 
once, arfd at one of their great feasts, have * 
seen one hundred or more cooked in one of 
their largesttubs. 

I used frequently to go.out with Maquina 
npon these fishing parties, and was always 
«^re to receive a handsome present of sal- 
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•inoii, which 1 had^he pri\^Iege of eaJUng 
*nrnine; 1 also went with him several times ia 
*'< canoe, to strike the salmon, which 1 have 
^attempted to do myself, biit could never 
succeed, it requiring a degree of adroitness 
' that I did not possess. I was also pernait- 
ted to go out with a gun, and was several 
^mes very successful in shooting wild ducks, 
and teal, which are very numerous here, 
though rather shy. These they cooked in 
their usual manner, by boiling, vHthout ainy 
:iarther dressing than skinning them. In ma- 
rt v respects, however, our situation was less 
jpieasant. here than at Nootka. We were 
. mor^ incommodecl for.room, the houses not 
.being so spacious, nor so well nrranged, and 
as it wa3 colder, we wei:e compelled to be 
much mor^ within doors. We however, did 
'not neglect on Sundays, when the weather 
would admi^ to retire into the woods, and' 
by the side of some stream, after bathing, 
return our thank$ to God for preserving us^ 
and offer up to him our customary devo- 
tions. 1 was however, very apprehensive, 
; soon after our arrival at this place, that I 
^^should be deprived of the satisfaction of 
..keeping qiy jburnail, as Maquraa one day 
observing me vvriting fn it, enquired of me 
what I was doing, and when I endeavoured 
to explain it, by telling him that I was 
keeping an account oP the vveather, he 
said it was not so, and that L was speaRioi 
K 
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$kd Ttbout hifD, and telling how he had taken 
bur ship and killed the crew, so as io inform 
my cotintrymen, and that if he evter isaw tne 
ivriting in it again, he would throw it into 
the fire. I was much rejoiced that he did 
ho more than threaten, and became very 
cautious afterwards not to let him see me 
write. 

Not long after I finished s6Vn6 daggers for 
him, which I polished highly ; these pleas- 
ed him much, and he gave me directions to 
make a cheetoolth, in which I succeeded «o 
far to his satisfaction, that he gave me a 
present of cloth sufficient to make ihe a 
complete suit of raiment, besides other 
things. Thompson, also, who had become 
rather more of a favourite than foi'merly, 
since he had made a fine sail for his canoe, 
and some garments for hito out of Europe- 
an cloth, about this titne completed another, 
ivhich wias thought by the savages a most 
superb dress. This wsis a Ko6tsUk or tnan- 
tle, a fathom square, made entirely of Eu- 
jfopean vest patterns of the gayest colours. 
These were sewed together, in a manner to 
make the best show, and bound with a deep 
tritnming of the finest otter skin, with 
which the arm-holes were also bordered ; 
while the bottom was farther embellisbed 
with five or six rows of gilt buttons, placed 
as near as possible to each other. Nothing 
could exceed the pride of Maquina when he 
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Srstput on this royal robe, decoratecl like 
the coat of Joseph, with all the colors of 
the rainbow, and glittering with the buttons, 
>vhich as he strptted about made a tinkling, 
while he repeatedly exclaimed in a trans- 
port of exultation, Klew §hish Katsuck-r 
wick ktvm,at(ich Nootka. A fine garment:— 
Nootka cant make him. 

MaquiQa, who knew that the chiefs of 
the tribes who cai^e to vimtus, had endeav- 
oured to persuade me to escape, frequently 
.cautioned me not to listen to them, saving 
that should 1 make the attempt, and he 
were to take me, he should certainly put me 
to death. While here he gave me a book 
in which I found the names of seven per- 
sons belonging to the ship Manchester of! 
Philadelphia, Captain Brian, viz. — Daniel 
Smith, Lewis Gillon, James Tom, Clark, 
Johnson, Ben and Jack. These men, as 
3faquina informed me, r^^n away from the 
ship, and came to him, but that six of them, 
soon, after went off in the night, with an in^ 
jtention to go to the Wickinninish, but were 
^.stopped by the Eshquiates, and sejit back 
.to him, and that he ordered then^ to be put 
to d^ath ; and a most cruel death it was, 
as I was, told by one of the natives, four men 
holding one of them on the ground, and 
forcing open his ri)mith,,wJiiile ^theychoak- 
ed bin) by ramming stones down his throat. 
As to Jack ;the hpy^ who made. 90 attempt . 
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to go off, Maquina afterwards sold him to 
the Wickinniolsh. I was informed by the 
princess Yuqtia, that he was quite a small 
boy, who cried a gr^at deal, being put to 
hard labour beyond his strength by the na- 
tives, in cutting wood and bringing water, 
and that when he heard of the murder of 
our crew, it had such an effect on him that 
he fell sick aqd died shortly after. On 
learning the melancholy fate of this unfortu- 
Tiate lad, it again awakened in my bosom 
those feelings that I had experienced at the 
shocking death of my poor comrades. 

The king finding that 1 was desirous of 
learning their language, was much delight- 
ed, and took great pleasure in conversing 
with me. On one of these occasions, he 
explained to me his reasons for cutting off 
our ship, saying that he bore no ill will to 
my countrymen, but that he had been sever- 
al times treated very ill by them. The first 
injury of which he had cause to complain, 
was done him by a Captain Tawnington, 
who commanded a schooner which passed 
a winter at Friendly Cove, where he was 
well treated by the inhabitants. This man 
taking advantage of Maquina s absence, who 
had gone to the Wickinninish to procure a 
wife, armed himself and crew, and enter- 
ed the house where there were none but 
women, whoni he threw into the greatest 
e#nsternation, and searching the chests, took 
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away all the skios, of ^hich Maquina had 
no less than forty of the best ; and that 
about the same time, four of their chiefs 
were barbarously killed by a Captain Mar- 
tinez, a Spaniard. That soon after Captain 
Hanna, of the Sea-Otter, in consequence of 
one of the natives having stolen a chizzel 
from the carpenter, fired upon their canoes 
which were along side, and killed upwards 
of' twenty of the natives, of whom several 
^ere l^yees or chiefs, and that he himself 
being on board the vessel, in order to escape 
was obliged to leap from the quarter deck, 
and swim for a long way under water. 

These injuries had excited in the breast 
o/ Maquina, an ardent desire of revenge, 
the strongest passion of the savage heart, 
and though many years had elapsed since 
their commission, still they were not forgot- 
ten, and the want of a favourable opportu- 
nity alone prevented him from sooner Jiveug- 
ing them. Unfortunately for us, the long 
wished for o^ortunity at length presented 
itself in our ship, which Maquina finding not 
guarded with the usual vigilance of the 
North West Traders, and feeling his desire 
of revenge rekindled by the insult olfTered 
him by Capt. Salter, formed apian for at- , 
tacking, and on his return, called a council 
of his chiefs, and communicated it to then}„ 
acquainting them ^ith the manner in wliich 
k2 
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tie had been treated. No ledsd^itms of^ 
avenging this affrbnt offered their king, thmi 
the former injuries, they rtedily agreed to 
his proposal, which was to go du board 
without arms as usual, but under differetit 
pretexts, in greater numbers, and wait his 
signal for the moment of attacking their un- 
suspecting victims. The execution of this 
scheme, as the reader knows, was unhappi- 
ly too successful. And here I cadnot but 
indulge a reflection that has frequently ocr 
curred to me on the manner in which our 
people behave towards the natives. For 
though they are a thievish race, yet 1 have 
no doubt that many of the melancholy dis- 
asters have principally arisen from the im- 
prudent conduct of some of the captains 
^nd crews of the ships employed in this 
trade, in exasperating them by insulting, 
plundering, and even kilting them on slight 
grounds. This, as nothing is more sacred 
with a savage than the principle of revenge, 
and no people are so impitient imder in- 
sult, induces them to wi*eak their vengeance 
upon the first vessel or boat's crew that of- 
fers, making the innoceii^ too frequently 
suffer for the wrongs of the guilty, as few 
of them know to discriminate between per- 
sons of the same general appearance, more 
especially when speaking the same lan- 
guage. And to tiiisvcanse do I believe, 
must principally be^ ascribed the sangui* 
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are reproached^ aa Afoquina - irepeatedl y told 
iDe that it was nothis%ish to h43r4; a white ' 
man, and that he •> never ehonld have done it, 

-though ever so much in his power, had they 
not injured him. And were the cooomand- 
ers of our ships to treat, the isavages with 
ratthermore civility than they sometimes do, 
lam inclined to think they would find their 
account in it ; not that I should recommend 
to them a confidence in the good faith and 
friendly professions of these people, so as 
in any degree to remit their vigilance, but 
on the contrary, to be strictly on their guard, 
and suffer but a very few of' them to come 
on board the ship, and admit not many of 
their canoes along side at a time ; a precau- 
tion that would have been the means of pre- 
venting some of the unfortunate events that 
have occurred, and if attended to, may in 
future, preserve many a valuable life. Such ■ 
a regulation too, from what I kttow of their- 
disposition and wants, would produce no 
serious difficulty in trading withf'the savages, 
and they would soon become perfectly re-^ 
conciled to it. 

Among the provisions^ which the Indians 
procure atTashees, I must not omit men- 
tioning a fruit that is very important, as 
l^rming a great article of their food. This 
is what is called by them the Yama^ a spe- 
cies of berry that ^rows in bunches like 
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currants, upon a bush from two to three feet 
high, with a large, round and smooth leaf. 
This berry is black, and about the size of 
a pistol shot, but of rather an oblong shape, 
and open at the top like the bltue whortle- 
berry. The taste is sweet but a little acrid, 
and when first gathered, if eaten in any great 
quantity, especially without oil, is apt to 
produce cholics. To procure it, large com- 
panies of women go out on the mountains, 
accompanied by armed men, to protect 
them against wild beasts, where they fre- 
quently remain for several days, kindling a 
fire at night, and sheltering themselves un- 
der sheds constructed of boughs. At 
these parties, they collect great quantities. 
1 have known Maquina's queen and her wo- 
men return loaded, bringing with them up- 
wards of twelve bushels. In order to pre- 
serve it, it is pressed in the bunches be- 
tween two planks, and dried and put away 
in baskets far use. It is always eaten with 
oil. 

Of berries of various kinds, such as straw- 
berries, ra^-berries, black-berries, &c. there 
are great quantities in the country, of which 
the natives are very fond, gathering them 
in their seasons, and eating them with oii^ 
but the yama is the only one that they pre- 
serve. 

Fish is, however^ tfceir great article of 
food, as almost all the others, excepting the 
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yama» maybe considered as accidental.^ — 
They nevertheless are far from disrelishing 
meat, for instance, venison and bear's flesh. 
With regard to the latter, they have a most 
singular custom, whicli is, that any one who 
eats of it is obliged to abstain from eating 
any kind of fresh fish whatever, for, the term 
of two months, as they have a superstitious 
belief, that should any of iheir people after 
tasting bear's flesh, eat of fresh salmon, cod^ 
&G. the fish, though at ever so great a dis- 
tance oflT, would come to the knowledge of 
it, and be so much pflended thereat, as not 
to allow themselves to be taken by any of 
the inhabitants. This I had ^opportunity 
of observing while at Tashees, a bear hav- 
ing been killed early in December, of which 
not more than ten of the natives would eat, 
being prevented by the prohibition anne^^ed 
to it, which also was the reason of my com- 
rade and myself not tasting it, on being told 
by Maquina the consequence. 

As there is something quite curious in 
their management of this animal, when they 
have killed one, I shall give a description of 
it. After well cleansing the bear from the 
dirt and blood, with which it is generally 
covered when killed, it is brought in and 
seated opposite the king in an upright pos- 
ture, with a chief's bonnet, wrought in 
figures on its head, and its fur powdered 
over with the white down. A tray of pro- 
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BiDgnlar farce. Apparently without any 
previous notice, Maquina discharged a pis- 
tol close to his son's ear, iivho immediately 
fell down as. if killed, upon which all the 
women of the house set up a most lamenta- 
ble cry, tearing handfuls of hair from their 
heads, and exclaiming that the prince was 
dead, at the same time a great number of 
the inhabitants, rushe^d into the house arm- 
ed with their daggers, muskets, &c. enquir- 
ing the cause of their outcry, these were im- 
mediately followed by two others dressed in 
wolf skins, with masks over their faces re- 
presenting the head of that animal ; the lat- 
ter came in on their hands and feet in the 
manner of a beast, and taking up the prince 
carried him off upon their backs, retiring in 
the same manner they entered. We saw 
nothing more of the ceremony, as Maquina 
came to us, and giving us a quantity of dri- 
ed provision, ordered us to quit the house 
and not return to the village befire the expi- 
ration of seven days, for that if we appeared 
within that period, he should kill us. 

At any other reason of the year such an 
order would by us have been considered as 
•ai> indulgence, in enabling us to pass our 
time in whatever way we wished, and even 
now, furnished as we were, with sufficient 
provision for that term, it was not very un- 
pleasant to us, more particularly Thompson, 
who was always desirous to keep as much 
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fts possible out of the society and sight of 
the natives, whom be detested. Taking 
;with us our provisions, a bundle of clothes^ 
f^nd our axes, we obeyed the directions of 
Maquioa, and withdrew into the woods^ 
where we built ourselves a cabin to shelter 
us, with the branches of tree», and keepinj( 
tip a good fire; secured ourselves pretty well 
from the cold. Here we passed the pre* 
scribed period of our exile, with more con- 
tent than much of the time while with them, 
employing the day in reading and praying 
for our release, or in rambling around and 
exploring the country, the soil of which we 
found to be very good, and the face of it, 
beautifully diversified with hills and vallies, 
refreshed with the finest streams of water, 
and at night enjoyed comfortable repose up- 
on a bed of soft leaves, with our garments 
spread over us to protect us from the cold. 

At the end of seven days we returned, 
«md found several of the people of A-i-tiz- 
zart with their king or chief at Tashees, who 
)iad been invited by Maqiiina to attend .the 
close of this performance, which I now 
learnt was a celebration, held by them an- 
nually, in honour of their god, whom they 
call Quahootze, to return him their thanks 
for his past, and implore his future favors^. 
It terminated on the 2 1st, the day after our 
return, with a most extraordinary exhil)i- 
tipn* Three men, each of whom had two 
L 
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bayonets run tbrongb bis sides, between 
the ribs, appareritly regardless of tbe pain, 
traversed the room, backwards and forwardi^, 
singing vrar songs,' and exulting in this dis^ 
play of firmness. 

On tbe arrival of tbe 26tb, we could' not 
but call to mind, that this being Christmas, 
^^as in our country a day of the greatest fes- 
tivity, when our fellow countrymen assem- 
bled in their churches, were celebrating tbe 
goodness of God, and the praises of the 
Saviour. What a reverse did our situation 
offer— captives in a savage land, and slaves 
to a set of ignorant beings, unacquainted 
with religion or humanity, hardly were we 
permitted to offer up our devotions by our- 
selves in the woods, while we felt even grate- 
ful for this privilege. Thither with the 
king's permission, we withdrew, and «fter 
reading the service appointed for the day, 
sung the hymn of the Nativity, fervently 
praying that heaven in its goodness, wouM 
permit ns to celebrate the next festival of 
this kind in some Christian land. On our 
return, in order to conform as much as was 
in our power to the custom of our country, 
we were desirous of having a better supper 
than usual. With this vievy we bought from 
one of tbe natives, some dried cinms add 
oil, and a root oalled Kletmp, which we 
cooked by steaming, and found it very pala- 
table. This root consists of many fibres, 
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of. abofit six inolies long, and of the size of 
a crow, quill. It is sweet, of an agreeable 
taste^ not ^nlike the Quanoose^ and it is ea* 
ten with oui The plant that produces it I 
have never seen. 

On the 31st, all the tribe quitted Tashe^ 
for Cooptee, whither they go to pass the re- 
mainder of the winter, and complete their 
tistiing, taking off every thing with them in 
the same manner as at Nootka. We arrived 
in a few hours at Cooptee, which is about 
fifteen miles, and immediately set about 
covering the houses, which was soon com- 
pleted. 

This place, which is their great herring 
and sprat fishery, stands just within the 
mouth of the river, on the same side with 
Tashees, in a very narrow valley at the foot 
9f a high mountain. Though nearly as se- 
cure as Tashees from the winter storms, it 
is by no -means so pleasantly situated, 
though to us it was a much more agreeable 
residence, as it brought us nearer No^a, 
where we were impatient to return, in l]|>pes 
of finding some vessel there, or hearing of 
the arrival of one near. 

The first snow that fell this season, was 
the day after our arrival, on New-Years ; a 
day that like Christmas, brought with it, 
painful recollections, but at the same time 
led us to indulge the hope of a more fortu- 
nate year than the last. 
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transaction as chilled the bk)d^l» oiy^i^itifit. 
Tmys of boiled herring spawn and trai&<Hi 
were soon after brought in and placed befofe 
us, neither the chief or any* of his people 
eating at the same time, it being contrary to 
the ideas of hospitality entertained by these 
nations, to eat any part of the food that is 
provided for strangers^ always waiting until 
their visitors have finished, before they have 
their own brought in. 

The following day closed their festival 
with an exhibition of a similar kind, to 
thart which had been given at Tashees, but 
still more cruel, the different tribes appear^ 
ing on these occasions to endeavour to sui^ 
pass each other, in their proofs of fortitude 
and endurance of pain. In the morning 
twenty men entered the chief's house, with 
each ah arrow run through the flesh of bis 
sides, and either arm, with a cord fastened 
to the end, which as the performers ad- 
vanced, singing and boasting, was forcibly 
drawn back by a person having bold of 
it. After this performance was closed we 
returned to Cooptee, which we reached at 
midnight, our men keeping time with their 
song^ to the stroke of their paddles. 

The natives now began to take the herring 
and sprat in immense quantities, with ^nie 
salmon, and there was nothing but feasting 
from morning till night The following h 
the method they employ to take the herring. 
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A^KtM^faof Itbeui 'Seven feet long; t^o inches 
breotdy and half an inch thick, is formed from 
some hard wood, one side of wbith' is set 
with sharp teeth, made from whale foone,> at 
about half an inch apart. Provided with 
this instrument, the fisherman seats himself 
in the prow of a canoe, which is paddled 
by another, and whenever he comes to a 
shoal of herring, which cover the water in 
great quantities, he strikes it with both 
hands upon them, and at the same moment 
turning it up, briugs it over the side of tb\& 
canoe, into which he lets those that are ta- 
ken drop. It is astonishing to see how 
many are caught by those who are dexte* 
roQS at this kind of fishing, as they seldoni^ 
fail when the shoals are numerous, of taking 
as many as ten or twelve at a stroke, and ia 
a very short time will fill a canoe with them. 
Sprats are likewise caught in a similar man- 
ner. 

About the beginning of February, Maqui- 
na gave a great feast, at which were pre* 
sent not only all the inhabitants, but one 
hundred persons from A-i-tiz-zart, and a 
number from Wickinninish, who bad been 
invited to attend it. It is customary with 
them to give an annual entertainment of this 
kind, and it is ast^!mishing to see what a 
quantity of provision us expended, ^or rather 
wasted on such an occasfion, when they al- 
ways eat to the greatest excess. It was at 
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this feast that I Saw ;upwards of a hnridred 
salmon cooked in one tub* The whole resi- 
dence at Cooptee presents an almost nnin^- 
ierrupted succession of feasting and : gor- 
mondizing, and it would seem a:s if the 
principal object of these people was to cott- 
sume their whole stock of provision before f* 
leaving it, trusting entirely to their success 
in fishing and whaling, for a supply at 
Nootka. , 

On the 25th . of. February, we quitted ♦ 
Cooptee, and returned to Nootka; With 
much joy did Thompson and myself again 
find ourselves in a place, where notwith- 
standing the melancholy recollections which 
it excited^ we hoped before long to see some 
vessel arrive to our relief^ and for this we 
became the more solicitous, as of late we 
had become much more appreheilsiveof our 
safety in consequence of information brought 
Maquina a few days before we left Cooptee, 
by some of the Cayuquets, that there were 
twenty ships at the northward preparing to 
come against him^ with an intention of 
destroying him and his whole tribe, for cut- 
ting off the Boston. This story which was 
wholly without foundation, and discovered 
afterwards to have been invented by these 
people, for the purpose of disquieting him, 
threw him into great alarm, and notwith- 
standing h11 I could say to convince him that 
it was an unfounded report, so great \\^ 
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Ms jeaTousy of us, especially after it had 
been confirmed to him by some others of the 
same natioiii that he treated its with much 
harshness, and kept a very suspicious eye 
upon us^ Nothing indeed could be more 
unpleasant than our present situation, when 
I reflected that our lives were altogether de- 
pendent on the will of a savage, on whose 
caprice and suspicions no rational calcula- 
tion could be made. 

- Not long after our return, a son of Ma- 
quinas sister, a boy of eleven years old^ 
who had been for some time declining, 
died. Immediately on his death, which 
was about midnight, all the men and women 
in the house, set up loud cries and shrieks, 
which awakening Thompson and myself, so 
disturbed us that we left the house. This 
lamentation was kept up during the remain- 
der of the night. In the morning, a great 
fire was kindled, in which M^quina burned 
in honour of the deceased, ten fathoms of 
cloth, and buried with him ten fathoms 
more, eight of I-whaw, four prime sea otter 
skins, and two small trunks, containing our 
unfortunate captain*s clothes and watch, 
This-boy was considered as a Tyee or chief, 
being the only son of TQotoosch, ope of 
theirprincipal chiefs, who had married Ma* 
quina's sister, whence arose this ceremony 
on his interment ; it being an established 
custom with these people, that whenever a 
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cbief die9|^ his most valaable property i^ 
burned or i buried with him ; it is, however^ 
wholly^ confined to the chiefs, and appears 
to be a mark of honour appropriate to 
them. In this instance Maquina fumishe4 
the articles, in order that his nephew might 
have the- proper honours rendered hiox. 
Tootoosch his father, was esteemed the fii^t 
warrior of the tribe, and was one who had 
been particularly active in the destruction of 
our ship, having killed two o( our poor com- 
rades, who were ashore, whose names wer^ 
Hall and Wood. About the time of our 
removal to Tashees, while in the enjoyment 
of the highest health, he was suddenly seiz* 
ed with a fit of delirium, in which he fan- 
cied that he saw the ghosts of those two 
men constantly standing by him, and threats 
ening him» so that he would take no food; 
except what was torced into his moutii. A 
short time before this, he had lost adaugh* 
ter of about fifteen years of age, which af* 
flicted him greatly, and whether his insanity^ 
a disorder very uncommon amongst these 
savages, no instance of the kind having oc* 
cunr^ within the memory of the oldest man 
amongst them, proceeded from this cause, or 
that it was the special interposition of an all 
merciful God in our favour, who by thigv 
means thought proper to induce these bar^ 
barians still farther to respect our lives, or 
timt for hidden purposes^ the Supreme Dist 
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liamit 4heffiurdarer I knaw not,* but liis miDd 
ftom 4hisv period .notil his< death, wbicb took 
^lacebul a few weeks afiertilihat of bis son^ 
Jwas^inoeMaiiilyoMopted with- the imager of 
Ae mea whom heiiad killed. ' This eiroani- 
stance made .j»iicb impresaioD cipoD the 
tribe, particularly ^ Ihe chiefs, whose uniform 
ttppositioB to putting us. to death, at the va- 
rious councils that were. held on our ac« 
count, I could not but in part. attribute to 
this cause,^ and Maquina used freqisently in 
speaking of Tootoosch's sickness, to express 
nMich satisfaction. that his iiands bad not 
%«en stained witb the blood of any of our 
men. When Maquina was first informed 
by his sister, of the strange conduct of her 
husband, he immediately went to his house, 
^king us with bim ; suspecting tliat bis dis- 
ease bad. been caused by us, and that the 
ghosts of our countrymen had been called 
thither by us, to torment bim. We found 
bim raving about Hall and Wood, saying 
that they were peshak, that is bad. Ma^ 
i|uina then placed some provision before 
him to see if be wou^d eat. On perceiving 
it| be put forth his band to take some, but 
instantly withdrew it witb signs of horror, 
saying that Hall and Wood were there, and 
would not let bim eat. Maquina then 
pointing to us, asked i( it was not ioAm 
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'4bd ThompMii who tronbled him. * WH^iie 
Teplied, that is; no, Jo/m^Mushish'--^Thow^ 
son khukish — John and Tbompgon are both 

^ood ; thea turning to me, and patting me 
an the shoulder, he made sigUH to ncie to eat 

: I tri^ to persuade him that Hali and Wood 
were not there, imd'that none were near 
4iim bat ourselves : he said, I know very 
;well you do not see them, but I do. At 
first Ma^uina endeavoured to convince him 
4hat he saw nothing, and to laugh him out 
^f his belief, but findtng that all was to no 
{purpose, he at leng^ became serious,^ and 
asked me if I had ever seen any one affect- 

' ^d in this manner, and what was the matter 
with him. I gave him to understand, point- 
irig to his head, that bis brain was injured, 
^and that he did not see things as fonnerly. 
Being convinced by Tootoosch's conduct, 
4hat we had no agency in his indisposition, 
on our return home, Maquina asked me 
what was done in my country io similar ca- 
ses. I told him that such persons were 
closely confined, and sometimes tied up and 
whipped, in order to make them better. 
After ponderin^^ for some time, he said that 
he should be glad to do any thing to relieve 
him, and that he should be whipped, and 
immediately gave orders to some of his men, 
to^jo to Tootoosch's house, bind him, and 
•bring him: to *hi8,..ia«Klw to undergo the 
Operation. Thompson was the person se- 
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4eoted to adioiiibter ^ii«tteiedy/'^twfaidi4ie 

iuadertook very rradRy, BQd for that pur- 

pose prowled iiimsielf witba good urniiber 

^of sprace bra^ncbcSy with %wbicb be whipped 

:biin ma«t severely, laying it on with the best 

jwill imacpnable, wliile Tootooseh displayed 

ilfae greatest rs^, iklokii^, spittingy.andiat* 

4€mptiog to bite all who came ^near bini. 

This was too much for Maquina, who, at 

l«:^th, unable to endure it longer, ordered 

Thompson to desist, and Tootoosch to Ih^ 

carried back, saying that if there ^iras no 

other way of curing bim but by whipping, 

she must remain mad. 

The application of the 'whip, produced 
no beneticial effect on Tootoosch, for lie aif- 
terwards became still more deranged ; in bis 
fits of fury sometimes seizing a club, and 
.beating his slaves in a most dreadful manner, 
and striking and spitting at all who eam^e 
near him, till at length his wife no longer 
daring to remain in the house with hioi, 
came with, her son to Maquina's: 

The whaling season now commenced, and 
Maquina was out almost every day in his 
canoe in pursuit of them, but for a consid- 
:^rable time, with no success, one day break- 
ing the staff of iiis ;hiHpoon, another, after 
having been a long time fast to a whale, the 
weapon drawing, owing to the breaking of 
the shell which formed its point, with sever- 
al such like accidents, arising from theim- 
M " 
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^rfection of tlie instrmnent. At a^^Mt 
times he always returned very moroae aad 
out of temper, upbraiding bis men with ^k<» 
ing violated their obligation ^to coatinepce 
preparatory to wbaling. In this state of iU 
humour he wouid give us very little to.eal^^ 
ipi^hich added to the woffienffiot cooking when: 
the men are away, reduced us to very low 
fare. - 

In consequence of the repeated occur- 
' rence of similar accidents, I proposed to Ma- 
quina to make him a harpoon or foreganger 
of steel, which would be less liable to faiJt 
him. The idea pleased him, and in a fi^hoi:tf 
time t completed one for him, with wbi4?b be? 
was much delighted, and the very next day, 
went out to make trial of it. He succeed- 
ed with it in taking a whale. Great was 
. the joy throughout the village as soon as it 
was known that the king had secured the. 
whale, by notice from a person stationed at^ 
the head-land in the offing. All the canoes^! 
were immediately launched, and, furoisbed.- 
with harpoons and seal skin floats, hastened - 
to assist in buoying it up and in towing it in^ ^ 
The bringing in of this fish exhibited ar* 
scene of universal festivity. As soon 9» ! 
the canoes appeared at the mouth of theo 
cove, those on board of tbem siqging a soQg-<. 
of triumph to a slow air, to which they ke|^ :. 
time with their paddles, all who were Oil >v 
shore, men> women and children, mounted 
the roofs of theit houses, to congratulate 
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tbefdn^bti hi^ success, drnrainiiig most fui 
riously on the planks, and exclaiming fV<h 
ea^ — wocash Tyee. 

The irhale on being drawn on shore, was 
immediately cut up, and a great feast of the 
Wubber given at Maq^uina's house, to which 
all the village were invited, who indemnified 
themselves for their lent, by eating as usual 
to excess. I was highly praised for the 
goodness of my harpoon, and a quantity of 
blubber given me, which I was permitted to 
^ook as I pleased, this I boiled in salt water 
with some young nettles and other greensi 
for Thompson and myself, and in this way 
we found ^t tolerable food. 

Their method of procuring the oil, is tq 
skim it from the water in which the blubber 
is boiled, and when cool, put it up inter 
whale bladders for use, and of these J have 
seen them so large as, when filled, would re-, 
quire no less than five or six men to carry* 
Several of the chiefs, among whom were 
Maquina's brothers, who after the king has 
caught the first whale, are privileged to take 
them also, were very desirous, on discoier- 
ing the superiority of niy harpoon, that I 
should make some for them, but this Ma- 
quina would not permit, reserving for him* 
self this improved weapon. He however 
gave me directions to make a number more 
for himself which I executed, and also made 
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liim serierallftciees, witbiirhichhewaii|;rettS^ 
ly pleased. 

As these people have some Tery singidan 
obeervances preparatory to wbaling^ aa ac- 
couut of them \Yill, 1 presuiney not {HX)Ye uo* 
interesting, especially . as it may serve to 
^i ve a better idea of their manners. A short 
time before leaving Tasbees, the king makee 
a point of passing a day alone on the maun* 
tain, whither he goes very privately early 
in the morning, and does not retui*n till 
late in the evening. This is done, as I after- 
ivards learned, for the purpose of singing 
and praying to his God for success in whal-^ 
ing the ensuing season. At Coi>ptee the 
«ame ^ceremony is performed, and at Noo^a 
after the return thither, with still greater sp-^ 
lemnity, as for the next two days he appears 
very thoughtful and gloomy, scarcely speak- 
ing to any one, and observes a most rigid 
fast. On thes^e occasions, he has always a 
broad red fillet made of bark, bound around 
his head, in token of humiliation, with 
a largo branch of green spruce on the top, 
and his great rattle in his hafid« In addi- 
tion ta this, fi^r a week before commencing 
their whaling, both himsell and the crew of 
bis canoe observe a fast, eating but very lit- 
. tie, and going into the water several timee^in 
the course of each day to bathe^ ^nging ^h) 
xubbing their bodias, limbs and facea, 9e{th. 
shells and bushes, soitbatofl tljeirj^Mrn 

• 4" 
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t" hav6'seen them look as ttrongb they bad 
beea severely torn with briers. Tbey are 
"Tikewiigie obliged to abstain from any eom* 
nierce with their women for the tike pertck), 
the latter restriction being considered as 
ibdispensible to their success. 

Early in June Tootoosch, the crazy chief, 
died. On being acquainted with his death 
'the whole village, men, women, and children 
set up a loud cry, with every testimony ^f 
the greatest grief, which they continued for 
^ more than three hours. As soon as he vras 
*^^dead; the body, according to their custom, 
* was laid out on a plank, having the head 
'^bound round with a red bark fillet, which is 
'' witli them an emblem of mourning and sor- 
row. After liying some time in this man^ 
ner, he was vvrapped in an otter skin robe^ 
I'tind three fathoms of l-whaw being put 
iibout his neck, he was placed in a large cof- 
fin or box of about three feet deep, which 
^ was ornamented on ^C' outside with two 
' rows of the small white shells; In this, the 
' most vahiable articles of his property were 
placed with hini, among which were no less 
; tlian twenty-fotiP prime sea-^tter skms. At 
night, which is^ their time for interring the 
dead, thecoffiri was borne by eight men with 
two poles, thrust through ropes passed 
around it, to the place of burial, accompani- 
ed by his wife arid femily, with their hair 
cat short, in token of grief^ all the inhabit 
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foA(s joioii^ A^ proc69sioiii Tbe ptece of ' 
biirial was a iatige cavern oa the side of ar ^ 
luU at a little distance kouk' the villafe, kft 
which, after deposition the coffin cwrfi^l^v 
all the att^ndant^ repaired to MaquinarV ^ 
house, where a number of articles betongin^ . 
to the deceased, consisting of. blankets,. pie- • 
f^s of cloth, &c. were burned by a persoci 
iq^ppinted l^y Maquina for that purpose^ . 
dressed and painted in the highesi; styles 
with his head covered mth \)^ite down^ 
who, as he p^t ia the several pieces, one by 
one, pomced upon them a quantity of oil to 
increase the flame, in the intervals between^ 
making a speech and playing off a varietji; 
of buffoon tricks, and tbe whole closed wUh 
a feast, and a dance from ^atrsat sak^sis^ 
the king's son. 

The man who performed the ceremony of 
burning ou this occasion, was a very singular ; 
character, named KinnecUmmets. He was 
Jield in h^b estimation by tbe king, though 
only of the commofi class, probably fiom 
bis talc^it f<9r mimicry and buffoonry, and 
m^ht be (K)n^idered as a kind of king's 
jester, or ratbw as coo^bining in his persoa- 
the character of a buff[|on with that of mas* 
ter of ceremonies, and public orator to bis /• 
majesty, as he was the one who at feast al^ > 
ways regulated tfa^ places of the guests, d^ t 
livered speeches on receiving or returnin|[ r 
visits, bfi«iides amusing tlia company wUfcaU-^ 
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iDe^ {Hpaiiies amdk atittc gestm^; whidb hp^ 
j^earedt to fii^sei S2av»fe9^ ti«e li^^t of wit 

tremely k>Mr by tbe brai^t poii^li^ peopte^ 
Jklittx)st all the' kiogi^orbesMl diiHW of HM 
Iflorioc^Nd tribegy were^aceoMdlEitil^^ a citiii^ 

tol^mt digai^v A<^^ »i^ called kv^eiii lai^ 

Thirmafti^Jirtfmi^dii^^ was |>a^«tittih#-^ 
ly odious to Thomps«ti> wh^ woukh nevet 
join^ iQ tbe laugh at hid tiieks, but #hefi ha 
be^n, woald ahiftost always qjDit tb^ hou9e 
wi£h a very suriy look, emdaaexelmfBationof, 
curbed fooM whkb Maquma^ who tliougbi: 
nothing co«td equal the rleveitiess of his 
CUmmer-habbeiey used to^reuiark wHh muclv 
di^i^tisfacttoti, asking me why Thompson 
never laughed^ observing that J nmst have 
had a viery good tenipered xvoman^ iodecid^ 
foTP aiy mother, as my fefher was so very. 
HKnatured a mau. Among' &ose perform* 
anoes that gained him the gr^teiMiapfrfause^, 
was his talent of eating to excess, for 1 
ha:re fcnown him devour at on& meal, no 
l^s than seventr-flve^ lai^e herrings and atr. 
another time wh^ra a great feast was giv^n^ 
by Maquina, he' undei^ook, after drinking: 
three points of oil by wfety of wh^t^ to eat 
fo^r 4vi^dsalmocr, and five quarts of sp^iriy,. 
noiiced^iup with a gidionoff' train oil, and ap^ 
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tualljr succeeded in swallowing the greater 
part of this mess* until his stomach became 
so overloaded^ as to discharge its contents^ 
in the dish. One of his exhibitions^ howev- 
^yb^;iiie%rly. cost him his life^ this was oa 
occafb^iof ^K^Ja-Qua^^^ of thechieftj^ 

haying bought him a new wife, in celebratioa 
of which be ran three times through a lairgij^ 
fire, and burned himself in such a manner, 
that he was not able, to! stir for more thaa 
four, wjeeks^ The^e, feats of savage skill, 
ware much praised byMaquina^ who nev^ 
&^iied to make hiiu a present, of cloth, muS* 
kets, &Ct on such, eqcasions. ^ 

The death of Tpptposch increased stftl 
more the disquietude wluch his delirium li^ 
expited; among the savages, and ail those 
c^hiefs who. had killed our men becamie 
much, alarmed^ lest they sbQuld be seized 
wiilf) th^ ssuK^ disorder and die like bini'; 
more particularly, as I had told Maqnina, 
t^qt L believed his: insanity was a punish- 
ment io^icted on him. by Quahootze, for his^ 
cruelty in murderiugt^vo innocent meb, who^ 
had never injured \^\x\. 
, Oiv? 4tuation had now become unpleas^* 
aui in* the extreme, The summer was so 
far |id«^i]^ed^ that we nearly despaired of' a 
ship)arriving:|p.ourrelief> and with that efc 
pectaetion, alfl[iosi relinquished th^ hope of 
ever having it in our power to qutt tbis'«av^ 
ag3 lai^dv .We were treated tpo wilii fess 
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||4iilg0nce tiian b^re, liofh Thofnpisoii andP 
jtfiyself being obliged, io addition to our otb* 
!er employments, to perform the laborioon 
task of cutting aiid collecting fuel^ wbicj^ 
^e had to bring on our shoulders from 
liearly three miles distant, as it consisted' 
Nvholly of dry trees, all of which near the 
village, had been consumed. To add to 
,this, we suffered much abuse from the tiom^^ 
'^on people, who, when Maquina or some 
of the chiefs were not present, wduld insult 
,iis, calling us wretched slaves, asking us^ 
where was our Tyee or captain, makings 
gestures signifyiujs; that his head had beea 
<njt off, and that they would do the like to- 
ns ; though they generally took good care 
^at such times to keep well out of Thomp- 
son's reach, as they had» more than once ex- 
perienced to their cost the strength of his 
fist,. This conduct was not only provoking 
,and' grating to bur feelings in the highest de* 
gree, but it convinced us of the ill disposi- 
tion of these savages towards'us, and rendt^r- 
ed us fearful lest they might at some time or 
other persuade or force Maquina and U*e 
fqhiefs, to put us to death. 
^.^ Wp were also, often brought to great dis- 
tress for the want of provision, so ftir as to be 
reduced to collect a scanty supply of mits- 
. cles and limpets from the rockfe, and soiiie* 
^^jtiniep evec^ compelled to part wiih some^of 
, o\xr most ijecessary articles of ctothiAg, 
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th order to purchase food for cur dsMfitt^ 
ence. This was, however, principally 6w-v 
kig to the inhabitants themselves €^xperi<«>^ 
enciiig a great scarcity of provisions this^ 
sie^on ; there having been, in the first pl^c^ 
but very few sahnon caught at Friendlyt; 
Cove^a most unusual circumstance, as the;^| 
getteraHy abound there in the springs whicb. 
wii^by the natives attributed to their hayiqg' 
bein driven away by the blood of our men^r^ 
who had been thrown into the sea, h^bichi:^* 
with trtie savage inconsistency, excited theirs 
inurtMurs against Maquina, who had. pro-' ^ 
posed cutting off our ship. Relying on this^v^ 
supply, they had in the most inoonsiderate^t 
manner squandered away their winter stocfc:> 
of provisions, so that in a few days after;; 
their return, it vi^as entirely expended. . Nop : 
were the king and chiefs much more foftu-' 
nate in their whaling, even after 1 had fuj?-.., 
niidied M aquina with the improved weapop- 
for that purpose; but four whales havings 
been taken during. the season, which close^^ r 
th^ last of May, including oae that h?^^ r 
been struck by Maquina and escaped, and^ ? 
wa^*" after wards driven onshore about six/il 
mifes ftom Nootka, in almost a state of pu- 1^ 
tridity. These afforded but a short supply^* a 
to a population, including all ages and^ 
seX«s, of no less than fifteen hundred per- 
sons, and of a character so very improyi-. i* 
^ent, that after feasting most gluttooo^sl; ■,^, 
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'*i4ieti^verai whale was caught, they were &e?- 
^al times for a week togethier, reduced to the 
necessity of eating but once a day, and of. 
'Collecting cockles and muscles from the 
rtfcTks for their food. And even after the 
€od and halibut fishing commenced in June,_ 
in which they niet with tolerable success, 
8uch was the savage caprice .of Maqiiina 
that he would often give us but little to eat, 
finally ordering us to buy a canoe and iish* 
ing implements, and go out ourselves and 
fi^h, or we should have nothii^. To do 
this, we were compelled to part with our 
•^gfeat coats, which were not only, important 
tc^^s* as garments, but of which we made 
our beds, spreading them under us when we 
sl(^pt From our want of skill, however, in 
this new employ, we met with no success, 
on distrovering which, Maquina ordered n^ 
to remain at home. 

'Another thing, which to me in particular, 
proved an almost constant source of vexa* 
tion and disgust, and which living among 
them had not in the least reconciled me to, 
was their extreme filthiness, not only in eat* 
ing fish, especially the whale, when in a state 
of offensive putridity, but while at their 
meals of making a practise of taking the 
vermin from their heads or clothes, and 
eating them, by turns thrusting their fingera 
into their hair, and into the dish, and spread- 
ing their garments over the tubs in which 
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the provisioii w^s ce(Ai»g, la order flOMjtr^ 
motioQ their ii^dbitaBte. Fortunately; ^ 
Thoo^soD, fee regarded tWsfimoli iWtb^a 
m^yself, and when Iiii8ed;to{H>iDt out toi«bim 
any instance, of ^eir liUbiness in thm j^ 
speet, he wonid laqgb 'ami rep|y« N^Kel^ 
mind Joha, the morei good 'tilings tjbe ^ter. 
I must how^everdo Maquinatfie Justice io 
atate, that he t^as miich neater both ^ Jits 
.person and eating ^than were the others, as 
\¥as Itkewif^e his )(]^tteen» owing nodoobtto 
bis interoourse with , foreigners, wbioh i;)tad 
^iven bim ideas of ffteanliness, for,! never 
^aw. either of them eat any of these anima)s^ 
but en' the contrary they appeared not oftUi^h 
to relish this taste in others. Their gar- 
ments, also, were utuch eleaner, Ma^uina 
having been accustomed to give his away 
when they became soiled, till after he dis- 
-covered that Thompson and myself k^pt ours 
dean by washing, them, when he usfd to 
make Thompson do the ssime for bini* 

Yet amidst this state of endnrjince and 
disappointment, in hearing repeatedly pf the 
•arrival of ships at the north and south, most 
of which proved to be idle reports, wl^ite 
expectation was almost wearied out in hx^ 
4ng for them, we did not wholly despond, re^ 
lying on the. mercy of . the So preme Being, 
to cMflfer up. tp; wiiom our devotions on the 
days aptpointed for his worship, was our 
chief cwiolation and support, though we 
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-^ere sometimes obliged by our task-maHt^tV 

* to infringe upon the Sabbath, which was toF 
me a source of much regret. • ■ 

''■ We wei*e nevertheless, treated at times, 
^ith much kindness by M aqtrina who would 

"give us a plenty of the best that he had to 
eat, imd occasionally, some small present of 
cl6th for a garment, promising me, that if 

vany ship should arrive within a hundred 
tniles of Nootka, he would send a canoe 

' With a letter from me to the captain, so that 
he ttiighf come to our release. These flat- 
tering promises and marks of attention were 
however, at those times, \Vhen h^ thought 
Himself in personal danger from a mutinous 
fepirit^ which the scarcity of provision had 
excited among the natives, who, like true 
savages, imputed all their public calamities, 
of whatever kind, to the misconduct of their 
chief. Or vi'hen he wds apprehensive of an at- 
tack from some of the other tribes ^ho were 
irritated with him for cutting off the Boston, 

' ds it had prevented ships from coming to 
trade with them, and who were constantly 

[ alarming him with idle stories of vessels that 

'' We^e preparing to come against him, and ex- 

'^terminate both him and his people the Cay- 
tiqhets. At such times, he made ue keep 
guard over Wm both night and day, armed 
with cutlasses and pistote, being apparently 
afraid to trust any of his own meti. Atone 
time, it Mas a genera! revolt of his people 
N 
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Itot be apprehended-^thea three of*^W« 

Erincipal chiefs^ afnoDg whom tvas hiH elder > 
rather, had conspired to take away his Kf^, 
ind at length he fancied that a small paHy 
of KlaooquateS) between whom and the 
Nootkians, little friendship subsisted, had 
come to Nootka, under a pretence of trade, 
for the sole purpose of murdering him an4 
liis family, teiiing us, probably to sharpeik 
<^ur vigilance, that their intention was to kill 
tis likewise, and so strongly were his fears 
excited on this occasion, that he not only or- 
dered us to keep near him armed by day, 
whenever he went out, and to patrole at 
Ibight before his house while they remaineld, 
but to continue the same guard for three 
days after they were gone, and to fire at otfe 
and at four in the morning, one of the great 
guns, to let them know, if, as he suspected, 
they were lurking in the neighbourhood, 
that he was on his guard, labile he was 
thus favourably disposed towards us, I 
took an opportunity to inform him of the 
jll treatment that we frequently received 
from his people, and the insulti^ that wwe 
offered us by some of the stranger tribeslj^ 
calling us white slaves, and loading us with 
t)ther opprobrious terms. He viras m^u^h 
disjpleased, and said that his subfects should 
not be allowed to treat us ill, and that if any 
of the strangers did it, he wished us to ptiti- 
ish the offenders with death, at the mme 
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^me* dkecttag. ns for our security, to gft 
coDstantljT arm^d. This permission was 
^KK>n improveooy TbompiSoD to the best ad^ 
^ai^tages; for a few days after, having gon^ 
io the pond to wash some of our clothei^ 
and Uanket for JVtaquina, several Wickiunio* 
2sh who wjere then at Nootka^ came &ither«, 
land seeing him washing the clothes, and the 
l>IaQket spread upon the grass to dry, thejr 
|began according to custom to insult hicq^ 
vaod one of them bolder than the others^ 
.walked over the blanket. Thompson was 
highly incensed, and threatened the Indian 
'.with death if he repeated the ofience, but 
he, in contempt of the threat, trampled up* 
;0a the blanket^ when drawing his cutlass^ 
rwithout farther ceremony, Thompson cut 
<^if his head, oti seeing which the others ran 
off at full speed ; Thompson then gather- 
ing up the clothes and blanket on which 
^.were the ms^ks of the Indian's dirty feet, 
^nd taking with him the head, returned and 
informed the king of, what had passed, wiio 
fwa^ fnuch pleased, and highly commend- 
4s4 his conduct • This had a favourable 6f- 
;^t for us, .not only on the stranger tribes, 
but the inhabitants themselves, who treated 
.us afterwards with less disrespect. 
t In the latter part of July, Maquina in- 
formed me that be was going to war with 
the A-y-ehartSj a tribe living at about .fifty 
Oailes to the souths on account ot some cou- 
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irovei^y that had arisen the precedtogjrais^ 
4ner, and that I must make aunumberof dag^^ 
gers for his merf/and cheetoolths for>bis 
chiefs, which having completed, he wished 
me to make for his own use a weapon of 
quite a diflSerent form, in order to di^atcE 
his enemy by <me blow on the head, it being 
the calculation of these nations on going to 
^ar, to surprize their adversaries while 
asleep. This was a steel dagger, or more 
properly a spike, of about six inches long 
made very sharp, set at right angles, id an 
iron handle of fifteen inches long, terminat- 
ing at the lower end in a crook or turn, so as 
to prevent its being wrenched from the 
hand, and at the upper, in around kn@b*0£ 
head, from whence the spiktf protruded^ 
This instrument I polished highly, ${k} the; 
m6re to please Maquina, formed on the 
>back uf the knob^ the resemblance of m 
man's head, with the mouth open, substitute 
ing for eyes, black beads, which J fastened 

* in with red sealing wax. This pleased him 
much, and was greatly admired by his chiefs 

• who wanted me to make, i^imilar ones foat 
, tkewy but Maquina would not suffer it,*^^ 

serving for himself alone this weapon. .0 
r When these peojde, have finally determin-r 
ed on war, they make it an invariable iprde^ 
tice for three or four weeks prior to the ex- 
pedition, to go into the :: water five or siio 
times a day, where they wash and sGruhT 
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tfeoeotHr^Tf ea frotn l^^d to foot witti btiiihe^ 
iaief mixed with briwrs, so thkt their bodies 
ttod faces will olteB^ be eittirely covered with 
blood. During this severe exercise, the;f 
ire almtiadatly exclaiming, " Wocash Qua^^ 
hwti^f T^ckamme ah welthy mk-etisk tau^ 
i&h^^Kar-sc^'moterMs — Wik-skh to hauk 
matemas-^I jfo-isk kahr$kittk — As-smootish 
^afich matoftm-^AVhich signifies, Good, or 
^eat God, let mis live-^Not be sick— Find 
fte eneiiiy— Not fear him — Find him asleej^ 
and kill a great many of hrnk. 

iE^urin^ thte whole of this period, ibey 
ftave ito inlbtcOurse with their women, and 
for a week,, at l^ast, before setting oat, 
abstain from feasting or any kind of merri- 
ment, appearing thongfatfal, gloomy, and 
ttOTQ^, mA for the three last days, are al-^ 
most constantly in the water, both day and 
tnght, ^rubbing and lacerating themselves 
in % terrible manner. Maquina having in* 
ibrmed Thohipson and^yself that he should 
take u» with him, was vef y solicitous that 
irt shonki bathe and scrnb ourselves in tfa6 
Ifame way with* theni^ telling me that it 
Wtftild harden our skins io thai the w^apon^ 
el* the enemy would not piercelhem, but ^ 
^fre felt no great inclination to amuse our- 
iiel ves in this manner, we dikrKned it 

The ^Upedition consisted of forty canoes, 
torrying ^oni ten tty twrtity men eaefr. 
Thompson and myself armed oujnsehes witit 
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cutkssesr and pistols, bat the nathreifi, al- 
though they had a plenty of EurppeaD arms, 
took with them only thefr daggers and 
cheetoolths, with a few bows, and arrows, 
the latter being about a yard in length, and 
pointed with copper, muscle shell, or bone : 
the bows are four feet and a half long, with 
strings made of whale sinew. 

To go to A*y-chart, Ve ascended from 
twenty to thirty miles, a river about the 
size of that of Tashees, the banks of which 
are high and covered with wood* At mid- 
night, we came in sight of the village, which 
was sitcmted on the west bank near the 
shore, on a steep hill difficult of access, 
and well calculated for defence. It consist- 
ed of fifteen or sixteen houses, smaller than 
those at Nootka, and built in die same style, 
]t)ut compactly placed. By Maquioa's di- 
rections, the attack was deferred until the 
first appearance of dawn, as ^he said that 
was the time when men slept the soundest 

At length all being ready for the attack, 
we landed with the greatest silence, and go- 
ing around so as to cjrnie upon the foe in the 
rear, clambered ly the hill, and while4he 
natives, as is their custom, entered the seve- 
ral huts, creeping on all fours, my comrade 
and myself stationed ourselves without, to 
intercept those who should attempt to es- 
cape^ or come to the aid of their fneods* I 
wished if possible, not to stain my hands 
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Hn <he blood . of any fellow drettiire, aod 
though Tbontpson would gladly have put to 
: death all the savages in the country, he was 
, too lu'ave to think of attacking a sleeping 
1 enemy. Having entered the .houses, on the 
war- whooj^ibeing given by Maquina, as he 
seized the head of the chief, and gave him 
the fatal blow, all proceeded to the work of 
death. The A-y-charts being thus sur- 
prised, were unable to make resistance, and 
with the except ipn of a very few, who were 
so fortunate as to make their escape, were 
all killed or taken prisoners on^ a)ndition 
of ^becoming slaves to their captors. 1 also 
,-had the good fortune tatake four captives, 
: whom Maquina, as a favor, permitted me to 
^'C^nsider as mine, and occasionally Employ 
them in fishing for me ; as ior Thomp- 
son, who thirsted for revenge, /he had bo 
wish to take any prisoner's, but with his cut- 
■ lass, the only weapon he would employ 
gainst them, succeeded in killing seven 
stout fellows, who came to attack him, an 
act which obtained him great credit with 
JVIaquina and the chiefs, who after this, held 
likn in much higher estimation, and gave 
him the appellation of Chehi^'Sutda-hart it 
being the name of a vet y celebrated warrior 
. of their nation in ancient times, whose ex« 
ploits were the coniitant theme of theic 
praise. , . 
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. Affeorhitvia^ p«tto Aemih all tiiecd^til 
ki&tm of either sex, ask the barbaroiiisj»Pao- 
(ise of tbetie peo^le^ aod destroyed tbe 
Ibiilfldkigs^ we re-embaf ked with our boolgr 
in o«r caiwes, foir Nootka^ where wie Werl^ 
received withered! demonstvationd of jo; b$. 
the wixaeil and chlkireit, accompatiyiag ovtt 
Warsoog with a mont fiirioi^ druiBiiiiQg oft^ 
the houses. The aext day A gireat feai»t wiui 
giv^n W M aqtima, in oelebratioti of his vl6^ 
tory^ which wie^ terminated as ususd with ai 
dance by Sat-sat-sak*ds. 

Eepieated applicaliobs had been^made t(^ 
Maquina^^y a nusib^r of kiiigs^ ehiefe, td> 
purchase sue, especially after he had sAiew^. 
ed them the irarpooa I had made for hitiv 
which he took mtieh pride in, but he cofir? 
8(|intly refused to pavtwith meouauy tenm.. 
•^^Aoong ihese^ the king of the Wickinaid'^ 
ish was particalarl^ solicitous to obtain me, 
having twice applied to Maquina for thaii 
purpose^ once in a very S^tnal manner^ Isy 
seeding h» messenger vrith four canoefir,; 
who as he approached the shore, decorated 
io their highest style, with the white down^ 
on bis bead, &c^ declared that he came teh 
buf Teoteyoohamm, the name by which ( 
wasknowa to tiiiem, for hia master, and tiiat 
he had brou^t for that imrpose kmr youn^ 
male slaves, two highly ornaniented cadfioes^ 
sueh a.mimberof skins of the metameHI^ 
^id of the qMTtlack^ or sea otter, and so mar 
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hy fathoiDs of doth and of I-\?haw, while as 
he mentioned • the different artides, they 
xvere pointed out or held up by his attend- 
ants, but even this tempting offer had no in- 
fluence on Maquina ; who in the latter part 
of the summer, was again very strongly 
iirged to sell me by Ulatiila, or as he is gen- 
erally called, Machee Ulitilla, chief of the 
Klaizzarts, who had come to Nootka on a 
tisit. 

This chief, who could speak tolerable 
English, had much more the appearance of 
a civilized man, than any of the savages that 
I saw. He appeared to be about thirty, was 
rather small in his person^ but extremdy 
well formed, with a skin almost as ikir as 
that of an European, good feautures, and a 
countenance expressive of candour and ami- 
ableness, and which Wali almost always 
brightened with a smile. He was much 
lieater both in bis dress and'person than any 
of the other diiefs, seldom wearing paint, 
except upon his eye-brows, which after 
the custom of his country, were plucked 
out, and a few strips of the pelpelth on the 
lower part of his face. He always treated 
me with mnch kindness, was fond of con- 
versing with me in English and in his own 
language, asking me many questions relative 
to my country, its manners, customs, &C. 
and appeared to take a strong interest in my 
fate, telling me, that if he could persuade 
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A^miui to pait trith me, 1^ vrmlA putffi^ 
CD board the first ship that came ta bis 
couiitry ; a proiDise, which from bis nnhf 
neqneut conduct, I have good reason t^ 
think he would have performed, aaf my de^ 
Kverance, at length, from captivity ana sufj 
fering was, under the favour of divine provi- 
dence, wholly owing to him, the only lettw 
that ever reached an European or American 
vessel, out of sixteen that I wrote at differ 7. 
ent times,, and sent to various parts of the 
ct>ast, having been delivered by him in per% 
son. So much pleased was 1 with thi$i 
man's behaviour to me while at Nootka, that 
I made for him a Cheetoolth, which I buru^ 
ished highly, and engraved with figures j 
with this he was greatly delighted, 1 alsa 
would have made for him a harpoon would 
Maquina have consented. 

With hearts full of dejection and almost 
lost to hope, no ship having appeared ofit 
Nootka this season, did my companion and 
myself accompany the tribe en their remo^ 
Tol in September to Tashees, relinquishing^ 
in consequence, for six months, even the re- 
motest expectation of relief. 

Soon after our establishment there, Ma-^ 
quina informed me, that he and his chiefs; 
bad held council both before and after quit-t 
ting Nootka, in which they had detenflined^ 
that I must marry one of their women, fsrg-' 
ing as a reason to induce me to consent^ 
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mii as there was now no probabflity of a 
ilIiipfcofBiDg to Nootka to release me,, that 
I nmst consider myself as destined to pans 
the remainder of my life with them, that the 
sooner I conformed to their customs the 
better, and that a wife and family would ren* 
der m6 more contented and satisfied with 
their mode of living. I remonstrated against 
this decision; but to no purpose, for he told 
me that should I refuse, both Thompson 
and myself would be put to deaths telling 
me however, that if there were none of the 
women of his tribe that pleased me, he 
would go with me to some of the other 
tribes, where he would purchase for me such 
a^tode as I should select. Reduced to this, 
sad extremity, with death on the one side» 
and matrimony on the other, I thought 

g*oper to choose what appeared to me the 
ast of the two evils, and consent to be mar- 
ried, on condition, that as I did not fancy 
any of the Nootka women, I should be per- 
mitted to make choice of one from some 
other tribe. 

This being settled, the next morning by 
day light Maquina with about fifty men in 
two canoes, set out with me for A-i-tiz-zart, 
taking with him a quantity of cloth, a num- 
ber of muskets, sea-otter skins, &c. for the 
purchase of my bride. With the aid of our 
peddles and sails, being favoured with a 
feir breeze, we arrived some lime before sun 
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sei jat tfiB TilJ&ige. Our arrival )gxc{l^ a 
general alarm, and the men hastened WHlhe 
shore, armed with the weapons bf their coun- 
tiy, making many warlike' demonstrations, 
and displaying much zeal and a6tivity. 
We in the mean time remained quietly seat- 
ed in our canoes, where we remained Tor 
about half an hour, when the messenger 
of the chief, dressed in their best manner, 
eame to welcome us, and invite us on sh6re 
to eat. We followed him in procession to the 
chiefs house, Maquina at mir head, taking 
care tp leave a sufficient number in the boats 
to protect the property. When wfe eamife to 
the house, we were ushered in with mnch 
Ceremony, and our respective sesrts pointed 
out to us, mine being next to Mskjuina -by 
his request* ' 

After having been rejaraled with a feast of 
herrinc^ spawn and oil, Maquina asked me if 
I saw any among the women who were pre- 
ficnt that I liked, I immediately pointed dqt 
to him a youngj gid of about seventeen, thife 
daughter of Upquesia, the chief, who was^'*, 
sitting near bim by her mother. On this 
Maquina making a sign to his men, arOse 
and taking me by the hand, walked into the 
middle of the room, and sent off' two of his 
men to bring the boxes containing the pre- 
sents from the canoes. In the mean time 
Kinnerlimmets, the mastier of ceremonies, 
whom 1 have already spoken of, made bim- 
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.«clf ready for the part he was to act, by 
*jwxwdering bis hair with thie white down.— ^ 
.^hea the chests were brought in, specimens 
;jpf the seyeral jEjrticles were taken oiit, and 
shewed by. our men,. one of whpm held up 
\aipusfcet, another a^in, a.third a piece of 
cloth, Stc^ On this, Kinneclimniets: stepped 
forward, and addressing the chief, informed 
y him tliat ali;4Ns^ belonged to me, mention* 
„ ing the number of each kiRd, and that they 
. «-w«re offei'ed hjm for the purchase of his 
rdnughter JEuMocheerexqua^ as a wife for 
. ime.\ As he said this, the men who held up 
, ylhe various arHdes, walked. up to the. chief, 
and wjith a. very stern and morose. lopk, the 
; i^ioBtipUmentai'j; one qu these occasions, 
ftthrew them ai. his feet. Immediately on 
>ihich, ail the tribe, both, mien ^nd women, 
' Mho .were assembled on this occasion, set 
', up a cry of Ktaci ko-.Tyee,*that is. Thank 
ye chief. His men, after tJus ceremoaiy, 
having returned to their places, Maquina 
rose, and in a speech of niore than half an 
hour, said much in my praise to the A-i4iz- 
zart chief, telling him that I was as good a 
ma« as themselves, differing from them only 
in being white, that I was besides acquaint- 
ed with many things of which they were 
Ignorant ; that 1 knefw how to make daggers, 
rcheetoojihs, and harpoons, and was a very 
valuaMe person, whoqi he was determined 
to keep always with him ; praising u^q at 

O 
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tiie sftme' time foi( Hie goodnesB'of tny '^nr^ 
per, and tiie manner in wbitih I had Cdfti 
ducted sinee I had been with them; ob$ei^ 
ing thfitt ail tl^ people of Nootka, and feveffi 
the children loved tne. - •/ 

^hile JMaquina ^as \speakingy . his master 
of ceremonies was^ continnalTy nkrpping 
about, finaking the most extravagant ges- 
tures, and exchtfming ^ ^oca^A.- When be 
bad ceased^ the A-i-tii-zartichief ftrose amidst 
the acclamations of his people, and begad: 
with setting forth : the many good- qualities 
and aceomplishments of hisdaughter ; ih^t 
he loved her greatly, and as she was bis oif- 
lyone,' he could not think *of parting witb 
her. He- spoke: in this manner for some 
time, but finalty concloded by consenting to 
the proposed union, requesting thsit she 
might, be wellused and kindly treated by 
her hnsband. At the clode of this speech, 
when the chief beganto manife^t^a disposi- 
tion to consent .to our unioh, Kinneclimufrete 
agaiux began to call out as loud as he could 
bawl, ; Wooash, cutting a thousand capers 
and spinning himself around oh his heel like 
a top. 

When Upquesta had finished his speech,' 
be. directed bis people to carry back the*^ 
presents which Alaquiha had given him, to* 
Bie, together with two young male slaves W 
assist me ifi Ashing. These, after bawi^^ 
%een placed before me, were by Maqurria^' 
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KH^ ti4^ oil board tlie canoes* IMr ccarn^ 
inQDy;b^iii^ (>yer» we were invited by one of 
tybf firio^^ to a feast, at bis hoosei 

$f[ Mjfu^sfmit, or:dried herring, where after 
the eating was oyer, Kinaeclifnme^ amused 
^e c^ipany very highly with his tricks, and 
the qvening's #nt<^rtainaient wa» closed by 
a newrWai*-song from onr m<m, and one ia 
return from the A^-tiz-^zart^,^ accompanied 
^ith^ expfe^sive gestures^ and wielding of 
their weaponeit 

After this, qiir company returned to lodge 
at UpquestaV) except a few who were left 
on board the tcanoes to, watch the property. 
In. the morning^ received from the chief his 
d^iUghter, with an. earnest request: that I 
liirouid use ber welt which I promised him, 
when taking leave ol her parents, she ac- 
companied me with apparent satisfaetionon 
board of the canoe» ^ 

^The wind beingiah^d, the natives were 
G^iged to have recourse to their- paddles, 
siccoinpanying them with their songs, inter- 
speri^ed with the witticisms and bnffoonry of 
^l^inneDlimiiiets, who, in bis^^^pacity of 
king's steersman, one of his functions which 
I, forgot to enumerate, not only guided the 
Gj&urse <^ the canoe> but regulated the sing- 
iDg of the boatmen. At about five in the 
looming, we reached Tashees, where we 
Wnd all the inhabitants cdUected on the 
a^Qf^ to receiver lui. We were, welcomed 
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with lood shoots of joy,^ an3 exclanpiatrops^ 
of Wocash, and the women taking my bride 
under, their charge, Qonducted her ta Ma^i 

Suina's hpui^e, tobe kept with theni for, tea 
ays ; it being an universal custom a» Ma* 
iquina informed mo, that /no intercourse 
should take place between the new marri- 
ed pair during that perigtd,. .At night ]\Ia- 
quina gave a great feast, which was succeed*; 
ed by a dance, in which all the women, 
joined, and thus (^nded the festivities of ipy 
marriage. • , . . 

The term of my restriction over^ Maqu^a 
assigned .me as an apartment, the space in: 
the upper part of his housy^, between him', 
and his .elder brother, whose room was op- 
posite. Here I established mysetf with my:; 
family, consisting of myself and wife,'f t^omp- 
son and the little Sat-sat-sak-sis, who had' 
always been strongly attached to me, and 
now soliciteii his father to Jet hiip live with 
me, to which he consented, .This boy was' 
haud»orae,.extremie1)r well formed, suniable» 
and of a pleasant; sprightly disposition. I'^ 
used to take a pleasure in decorating him 
with rings, bracelets, e?ir jewels, &c,. which 
I ma^e for him of copper, and ornamented^ 
and polished them in my best ' manner. X 
Was also very careful to keep him free froni 
vermin of every kind, washing him and. 
combing bis hair every day. These marka* 
of attention ^ere not oply very pleasing to 
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tfie^chijd^ w]^ ^eliglUed in l^eing H^pt neatr 
4n(l cl^eatr/as Well as m; being dressed off ia 
hte^finefy, biit was iiigbly gratifying botfr to 
Alfaquit^a and ^ queen, who. u^ed to ex- 
press mucih&iatisfacUbn at my tare of hinif. 

in ihakitigmy^doiriesHc e^tatlishnaerit, I 
dfeterniidfed, as far as poesible,: to HVe in % 
mt^r^ conifortable and cleanly mariner than 
tiie others. For this purpose, I erected with ' 
platiks^ a- |)artition of about three feet high, 
bet\Yeeh mine and the adjoining rooms, and 
made three bedsteads of the same, which 
I covered with boards, for my family to 
sleepl9n, which I fbund much more com* 
fortable thad slfeeping on (h^ floor amidst^ 
tliedirf. ' * \ ; \ [ 

^i«*ortunately I found my Indian princess 
both amiable and ihtfelligent, for one whose 
li^mited sphere of observation must necessia- 
rfly give rise to but a few idieas. Sh6 was 
extremely ready to agrefe td any thing that I 
fftroposed relative to oar mode pf living, was 
Very attentive in keeping' her garments and 
person neat and clean, and appeared in eve- 
r^ respect, soIicitous^ to please me. She 
Was, as I h^ve said, about seventeen ; her 
person was small, but well formed, as were 
h^r features^ her complexion was, without 
e^cception, fairer than any of the women,, 
with considerable colour in her cheeks, her 
hair long, black, and much softer than i^ 
usual with them, and her teeth smalC 
02. 
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even, and of a dazzliDg whiteness, tvhiltf|b^^ 
expression of her coutitenance, indicated- 
sweetness of temper and modesty. • She 
would, indeed, have been considered as very? 
pretty in any country, ami eiceptin^ Mig^' 
quina'i^ queen, was by far the haddsom^i^t^' 
of any of thetr women: 

With a partner possessing so many attrs^C*-' 
tions; many may be apt to conclude, that I 
must have found myself happy; at Jeast 
comparatively so ; buf^fiar 6tb^rwise wa^it 
i?ith me, a compuFsory marriage with thfe^ 
most beautiful and accomplished person ill 
the world, can never prove a source of 'real 
happiness, 'and in my situation, I could not 
but view this connection as^ chain that was 
fo bind m6 down to this savage land, and 
prevent my ever again seeing a civilized 
country; especially, when in* a few days af- 
ter, Maquina informed me that there had 
been a meeting of his chiiefs in which it wds 
determined, that as I had married one of 
their women, I must be considered as one 
of them, and conform to their customs, and 
that in future, neither myself nor Thompf 
son should wear our European ' clothes, but 
dress in Kutsaks like themsdves. This or- 
der was to me most painful, but J persuaded 
Maquina, at length, so far to relax in it a» 
to permit me to wear those I had at present; 
which were almost worn out, and not tl> 
compel Thompson to change his dregs,^ob- 
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»^ng^ tbat aahe was an^M maD, 8Hcb^ 
dNrage would cause his death* 

Their religious celebratipu, which the last, 
year took place in Deceipber, wis^ in this^^ 
commenced on the 15th of ]Voyember, and 
continued for fourteen days. As I was now 
copsidered as one of them, instead of being 
ordered. to th^ woods, ^Maquina directed* 
Thompson and myself to remain^ and pray; 
withr tbera to Quahootze to be good to them,; 
and thaiik him for ^hat he had done. It 
was opened in much the same ipanner bS: 
the former . Aftei^ which^ bM the men and 
woitien in ibe village assembled at Maqui* 
na'^ bouse„ i^ , their .plainest dresses, and 
wiUioutany kind of ornaments about them; 
having their heads bound around with the 
#^ fillet, a toHen of dcjectk>n and humilia- 
tjon, and their countenances expressive of 
Seriousness and melafieholy. The perforni'» 
inces duiring the coiitinuanee oi this cele- 
bration, consisted almost wholly in singing 
n. number of songs U> naournful airs, the king 
fiegulating the time by beating on his hollow 
plank or drum, accompanied by oi^e of liig 
chiefs, seated near him with the great rattle. 
lax the mean time, they eat but seldom, and 
jtben very tittl^, retiring to sleep late, and 
fising at the first appearance of dawn, and 
even interrufiting this short period of repose, 
by getting up at midnight and singing. It 
was terminated by an exhibition of a similar 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



^^racter to 1ii& one of the last 'ye^r 
still more cruel. A hoy of twelve vea|'s^8pL,, 
with six bavQnets rua into his nesfi/qi\6' 
throttgh eaqn ai'm? and thi^h, and tbrpa^^ 
each side close to the rips, was carrifedf 
around tlie ifoonai sui^pended upon: tjhenaij|^ 
without manifesting giny symjptpns pf pain^ 
l^aquina^ on my enquiring the /easoa oft 
i^fiay^ informed me that it . was an anciedf^ ' 
custonv of bis nation, to sacrifice a^^ mapjit 
i^e close of this solemnity in honour' bf 
tiieir God, but that his father had ai^olish^d 
it, aad substituted this in its place: The 
whole closed oa the evening of the 29th^ 
Irith, a ff Jteat feast of salmon spawn and pilj 
at which theaatives/^s usual, made up toi^ 
their late abi^inence. \ V 

. Ak fow" days after a cjrcuuistance occurred^, 
which, from its singularity, I oapnot forbear 
mentioniug^^ I w^as sent for by my neighs" 
bour Yeaithloivfiry the ki«g% elder brother, 
to file his teeth j which operatibni'having per- 
formed, he informed me that a new wife,.' 
whom Ike had a little time before purchased,, 
having refused to sleep with Mm, it was^ 
his intention, provided she persisted in her^ 
vefusal, to bite oflP her nose.. I endeavoured']^ 
to dissuade him from it, but he was deter- 
0»ined, and in fact, performed his savage ! 
threat that very night, saying t|iat since she 
would not be his wife, she should not be' 
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that of any other, and in the morning sent 
her back to her father. 

This inhnmaii act did not, however, pro- 
ceed from any innate cruelty of dispositfon, 
or rnalice, as he was far froth beiiig of a bar- 
barous temper; but such is the despotism 
exercised by these savages over their women, 
that he no doubt considered it'asa just pun- 
ishment for heroflfence; in being so obstinate 
and perverse ; as he aifter wards told me, that 
in similar cases, the husband had a right, 
with them, to disfigure his wife in this vvay, 
or some other, to prevent her ever naarrying 
again. * 

About the middle of December, we left' 
Tashees for Cooptee. As usual at this sea-^ 
son, we found the herring in great plenty, 
and here the same scene of riotous feasting 
as I witnessed the last year, was renewed by* 
our improvident natives, .who, in addition to 
their usual' fere, had a plentiful supply of 
wild geese, which were brought us in great 
quantities by theEsquates. These, as Ma- 
quina informed me, were caught with nets 
made from bark, in the fresh waters of that 
country. Those who take them, make 
choice for that purpose, of a dark arid rainy 
night, and with their canoes stuck with 
lighted torches, proceed with as little noise 
as possible, to the place where the geese are 
collected, who, dazzled by the light, suffer 
themselves to be approached very near, 
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tfai(^ nmnner/ from fifty to sixty, or .^Je^^ 
laore, will sometimes be tak^a atorie:e^Ms^ 

Oo. tl^e- ISrti of January,. 1805, about ima^ 
night, I was thrpv^n into cpusideral>le alajrcq^ 
ip conseqnebce of an eclipse of thej mopn^ 
being awakened ' front my sleep l^y a great, 
outcry of theilrhgibitante. On goiHg to disr. 
cover the cause of thi^ tumult, I; found 
them all oat of their houses, bearing lighted, 
torches, singhigand beatitig upon pieces of, 
plank, and , when I asked them the rea^n,, 
of this proceeding, they pointed to. tb$i^ 
modh, and said that a great cod-fish ws^s enr. 
deavauring to 'swallow. her, and that thpy^ 
were driving him away. The origin! of thif^. 
supers^tition I could not discover. * ^ ^ , j| 

Though in feome respects, my situatjio^^ 
was rendered more comfortable since vdf^% 
marriage, as I lived in a more cleanly |Qan7,t 
n^er, and had my food better and more nes|t;^ 
ly cooked, of which, besides, 1 had alw^y^ 
a plenty,"my slaves generally furnishin|; P^<^ 
aiud U|>questa never failing to send, me a^^ 
ample supply by the canoes that came frow^i 
A;i*tiz-zart ; still, from my being obliged a|^g. 
this sea^n of the year, to change my accoi^^^j 
tomed clothing, and to dress like the nativesij* 
with only a piece of cloth of about twpil^f 
yapds long, thrown lodsely around me, i|iy,^£| 
^uropean clothes having been foj ^mO/^jj 
time entirely worn out, I sufiered qaorei !^^'> 
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fcan eirpf^ss from tbe fccildj'espeGmily asil 
•was cohipell^ to perform thedaboriQOs task 
of eutting arid';bringing the-fire wood, whiA 
was rfendered stiJl more oppressive to bi^, 
fi^bm my comrade^for a considerable part of 
the winter, not having it in his powdr to leml 
me^his aid, in conseiguenjce of an attack of 
the rhfeumatism in Vne of hi^ knees, wiUi 
which he suffered for more than four nionths, 
two or * three weeks of which be was so ill 
as to tie unable to leave the bouse. This 
state of suffering, with- the little hope I now 
had of ever escaping fromithe savages, be- 
gan to render my life irksome to me, still, 
however, 1 lost not my confidence in the aid 
of the Supreme Bei^g, to whom, whenever 
the weathier and a suspension frqpv the tasks 
im^sed on'me, wo«ld permit, 1 ne^er failed 
regiilarly, on Sunday«r, to retire to the w.oods. 
to worship, taking Thompson with me whea 
iie^as able to go. 

On the 20th of February, \re returned to 
onf summer quarters at Nootka, but oil my 
part, with far different sensations than the 
last spring,^ being now almost in despair o( 
any vessel ^arriving to release us, or our be- 
ing permitted to depart if there shoidd. — 
Soon aftw our return, as preparatory to th« 
whaling season, Maquina ordered me to 
msike a good number of harpoons for him- 
self and his chiefs; several of which 1 had 
€<Anpleted with some lances, when on the 
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neth of Mareh/I ivas tafeen very ffll, witH jg 
violentclrofic, . caiused, I presuoje, froiii my 
t having sui9F(frj^ so roach" from the cold ib go- 
ing without prc]j)|pf ctoffiing. I^or a fodfeper 

^of hours I was mgreai paip^ and'expeefed 

to die, and oh it§ leaving. toe; I ^a^ so w^k 

_as scarcely to be al^te to stand, while I fi\d 

nothing comforting t9iake, nor any tbing^ to 

\^cjQk but cold water. On tlie .daj' follow- 
ing, a slave belonging ,to.Maquiria(tied,\and 

. was inipaediately, as is their.custanr'iri'sucjh 
xases^ tossed, nncerenipniously otit oF do'ors, 
fropi whence he was taken ty"sbme olJi^s, 

'.and thrown into the water." The*treatm<put 

of this, poor creature miade a melanfoh^ly 

.impression upon 4ny njinti, as I co'ufA ilot 

i)ut tb|i;k, thaj jSiich probably, wpnld be liiy 

;fateshoj:iId I jdie anio^g theise heathen* and 

. «o far from receiving a decentburial, tliat | 
#hpuld not even be allowed the coifiniqii priv- 
ilege of having a little earth thrownj«v0t. my 
j^emains. .4 K 

.The feebleness in which the violent attack 
of my disorder had'left me, the dejection 1 
felt at the almost hope|^6lBness of my sitoa^ 
-tion, and the want of warm clothing aijd 
proper, aursing, though my Indian wile, as 

. feras she knew how , was always ready, au4 
.even ^olic^tous, todo every thing for me i|he i 
could, still kej)t me very much indisposed, I 
which Maquina perceiving, he fihaify^ tAld * 
«e, that if 1 did i^pt like Jiving "wiiB ^^y 
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^ Tfiif^wA tliat/vfts the cause of my being so 

, I3ad, I might part with her. This proposal 

^-^I readily accepted, and the next day Ma- 

^. quina sent her back to her father. On part- 

. . jng with me, she discovered much emotion, 

^^ begging me that I would suffer her to re- 

^ main till I had recovered, as there was no 

one who would take so good care of me as 

herself. But when I told her she must go, 

for that I did not think I should ever re- 

. cover, which in truth I but little expected, 

and that her father would take good care of 

her, and treat her much more kindly than 

Maquina, she took an affectionate leave, 

^'telling me that she hoped I should soon get 

; better, and left her two slaves to take care of 

, me. 

! Though I rejoiced at her departure, I was 

p greatly affected with the simple expressions 

\ of her regard for nie, and could not but feel 

.strongly mterested for this poor girl, who in 

^'all her conduct towards me, had discovered 

. js|o much mildness and attention to my wish- 

I es ; and had it not been that T considered 

tier as an almost insuperable obstacle to my 

\[ being permitted to leave the country, I 

I should no doubt have felt the deprivation 

) of her society a real loss. After her de- 

*' parture, I requested Maquina, that, as I 

] had parted with my wife, he would permit 

'. jnyeto resume my European dress, for, oth- 

- ^erwise, from not having been accustomed to 

p . 
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dre^s like thein, I should certaioly die. , T# 
this he consented, and 1 once more becam^ 
comfortably clad. 

Change of clothing, but more than all, 
the hopes which I now b^an to indutgeu 
that in the course of the KUmmer I shoula 
be able to escape, in a short time restore 
me to health, so far, that I could again go to 
work in making harpoons for Maquina, who, 
probably, fearing that he should have to 
part with me, determined to provide himself 
with a good stocks 

I shall not however, longer detain the 
reader with a detail of occurrences that in- 
tervened between this period, and that of 
my escape, which, from that dull uniformity 
that marks the savage life, would be in a 
ibeasure^ but repetitions, nor dwell upon that 
mental tortare 1 endured, from a constant 
conflict of hope and fear, when the former, 
almost wearied out with repeated disap- 
pointment^ offered to our sinking hearts no 
prospect of release, but death, to which 
we were constantly exposed from the brutal 
Ignorance and savage disposition of the 
common people, who in the various councils 
that were held this season to determine 
what to do with us, in case of the arrival -of 
a ship, were almost always for putting us to 
death, expecting by that means to conceal 
the murder of our crew, and to throw the 
blame of it on some other tribe. These 
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ly^rb^rOus sentiments, wefe, howevei^, uni- 
loiPairy opposed by M aquina and his chiefs^ 
whio would not consent to our being injured. 
But as some of th^r customs ^nd traits of 
national character, which I think deserving 
of notice, hav^ not been mentioned, I shall 
proceed to give a brief account of them. 

The oflice of kiug or chief, is, with those 
people, hereditary, and descends to the eld- 
est son, or in failure of male issue, to the 
elder brother, who in the regal line, is con- 
sidered as the second person in the king- 
dom. At feasts, as I have observed, the 
king is always placed in the highest, or seat 
of honour, and the chiefs according to their 
respective ranks, which appear, in general, 
to be determined by their affinity to the rov- 
al family, they are also designated by tne 
embellishments of their mantles, or Kut- 
saks. The king, or head Tyee, is their 
li?ader in war, in the management of which 
he is perfectly absolute. He is also presi- 
dent of their councils, which are almoat al- 
ways regulated by his opinion. But he has 
no kind of power over the property of his 
subjects, nor can he require them to cOntrit 
bute to h\^ wants, being in this respect, no 
' more privileged than any other person. He 
,lias in common with his chiefs, the right of 
' holding slaves, which is not enjoyed by pri- 
^ate individuals, a regulation probably aris' 
ing from their having bneen originally captives 
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taken in battle, the spoils of war beiognu- 
derstood as appertaining to the king, who 
receives and apportk>ns them among his 
sereral chiefs and warriors, accordii^ to 
their rank and deserts. In conformity with 
this idea, the plunder of the Boston, was aU 
deposited in Maquina's house, who distribute 
ed part of it among his chiefs, according to 
their respective ranks or degree of favour 
with him, giving toone,J;hree hundred mus« 
kets, to another, one hundred and fifty, 
with other things in like proportion. The 
king is, however, obliged to support his dig- 
nity by making frequent entertainments, and 
whenever he. receives a large supply of pro- 
vinions, he must invite all the men of hi^ 
tribe to bis house, to eat it up, otherwise, q,b 
Maquina told me, he would not be consider- 
ed as conducting like a Tyee, and would be 
no more thought of than a common man.. 

With regard i:o their religion — ^They bar 
lieve in the existence of a Supreme Being, 
whom they call Quahootze^ and who, to use 
Maquinas expression, was one great Tyee 
in the sky, who gave them their fis^, ^pA 
could take them frojn them, a^d was |he 
greatest of all kings. Their usual place. of 
worship, appeared to be the water, for when- 
ever tliey bathed, they addressed some words 
in form of prayer to the God above, intreat- 
ipg that he would preserve them in health, 
give them good success in fishing, &c. These 
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prgyers were repeated with much more en* 
wgy, on preparing for whaling ^r for war, as 
*! have already mentioned. Somc^of them 
would sometimes go several ihiles to bathe, 
in order to do it in secret, the t-eason for this 
I could' never leam, though I am induced to 
Ihink it was in consequence of some family 
or private quarrel, and that they did not 
wish what they said to be heard ; while at 
other times, they would repair in the same 
secret manner to the woods, to pray. This 
was more particularly the case with the wo- 
men, who might also, have been prompted 
t>y a sentiment of decency, to retire for the 
purpose of bathing, as they are remarkably 
inodest. I once found one of our women 
more than two miles from the village, on her 
Ituees in the woods, with her eyes shut, and 
her face turned towards heaven, uttering 
Words in a lamentable tone, among which I 
distinctly heard, Wocash Ah-wdtk^ meaning 
good Lord, and which has nearly the same 
^gniflcation with Quahootze. Though I 
^ame very near her, she appeared not to no- 
tice me, but c<mtinued her devotions,, and I 
^ave frequently seen the women go atbne 
into the woods, evidently for the purpose of 
addressing themselves to a superior being, 
and it was always very perceptible on their 
return, when they had thus been employed,^ 
from their silence and melancholy loo4ts^ 
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They have no belief however, ia a etal0 
of future existence, as I discovered in con^ 
versa tioa with Maquina, at Tootoosch'n 
death, on my attempting to convince him^^ 
that he still existed, and that he would again 
see him after bis death : but he could com* 
prehend nothing of it, and pointipg to the 
ground, said that there was the end of h^B^ 
and that he was like that. Nor do they be* 
lieve in ghosts, notwithstanding the case of 
Tootooscfa would appear to contradict this 
assertion, but that was a remarkable instance^ 
and such a one as had never been known to 
> occur before ; yet from the mummeries pern 
formed over the sick, it is very apparent that 
they believe in the agency of spirits, as they: 
attribute disease to some evil one that has 
entered the body of the patient. Neither 
have they any priests^ unless a kind of con- 
juror may be so considered, who sings aod^ 
prays over the sick, to drive away the. evil/ 
spirit. .< T 

On the birth of twins, they 'have a most; 
singular custom, which, I presume, has ita 
origin ju some religious opinion, but wbp^t itt 
is, I could never i^atisfectorily learn. The; 
father is prohibited for the space of twa 
years from eating any kindof n)eftt,^or fresibr*. 
fish, during which time, be does no kind of 
labour whatever, being supplied with what 
he has occasiou for from the tribe. latlw 
mean time he and his wife, who is also oblige 
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miio €on(offti to the same itbstinence, With 
their children, U?e entirely separate from 
tiie oliiers, a small hut being built for their 
accooiniodatioj], and he is never invited to 
toy of the feasts, except such as consist 
whoHy of dried provision, where he is treat- 
ed vrith great respect, and seated among the 
chiefs, though no more himself, than a pri- 
vate individual. Such births are very rare 
among the'm, an instance of the kind how- 
ever occurred while I was at Tashees the 
last time, but . it was the only one known ^ 
since the reign of the former king. The 
father always appeared very thoughtful and 
gloomy, never associated with the other iar 
habitants, and was at none of the feasts but 
such as were entirely of dried provision, 
and of this, he eat not to excess, and conr 
stantly retired before the amusements com- 
menced. His dress was very plain, and he 
wore around his head the red fillet of bark, 
the symbol of mourning and devotion. It 
if as bis daily practise to repair to the 
ifiountain, with a chiefs rattle in his handi 
to sing and pray, as Maquina informed me, 
for the fish to come into their waters* When 
XiOt thus employed, he kept continually at 
hom€^ exeept when sent for to sing and per* 
form his ceremonies over the sick, heing 
considered sfcs a sacred character, and one 
niuch in favour with their gods. 
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These people are remarkably beal,ihfb|j, 
and live to a y^ry advanced age, liaviog 
quite a youthful appearance for their years. 
They have scarcely any disease but Ihe 
cHolic, their remedy for which, is friction, a 
person rulibing the bowels of the sick vio- 
lently, until the pain has subsided, while 
the conjuror or hojy man, is employed, iu 
the mean time, in making his gestures, sing^ 
ing, and repeating certain words, arid, bio w-^ 
ing off the evil spirit, when the patient ii 
wrapped up in a bear skin in ord^r to pro- 
duce perspiration/ Their cure for the raeu- 
matism, or similar pains, which I saw apptf- 
ed by Maquina, in the case of Thompson, to 
whom it gave relief, is by cutting or scarify^ 
ing the part affected. In dressing wound^ 
they simply wash them with salt water, ao^ 
bind them up with a strip of cloth, or tlie 
bark of a (ree. They are,* however, very 
expert and successful in the cure of fractur^ 
ed- or dislocated limbs, reducing them verj^ 
dex^ously, and after binding them up with 
hark, supporting them with blocks of wootf; 
io aa to preserve their position. During th$ 
whole time I was among them, but five n^:*" 
tiiral deaths occurred, Tbotoosch and hii 
Vi^o children, an infant son of Maquina, and 
the slave whom 1 have mentioned; a circufnt 
i^ance not a little remarkable in a populatioA 
of about fifteen hundred ; and as respecti 
child-birth, so light do they make df ?^, 
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iliat I h^ve seen their women the dai^ after, 
employed as u$ual^ as if little or nothing had 
happened. , 

/The Nootkians in their conduct, towards 
eiach other, are in general pacific and inof- 
fpnsive^ and appear by no means an ill-tem- 
pered race, for I do not recollect any in- 
stance of a violent quarrel between any of 
the . men, or the men and their wives, while 
1 was with them, that of Yealthlower ex- 
cepted. But when they are in the least of- 
fended, they appear to be in the most vio- 
l:^it rage, actmg like so many maniacs, 
foaming at the mouth, kicking and spitting 
n^pst furiously ; but this is rather a fashion 
with them, than a demonstration of maligni- 
ty, as in their public speeches, they use the 
same violence, and he is esteemed the great- 
est orator, who bawls the loudest, stamps, 
tosses himself about, foams and spits the 
^ost. 

V Jn speaking of their regulations, I'^have 
omitted mentioning, that on attaining the 
age of seventeen, the eldest son of a chief, 
is considered as a chief himself, and 
that whenever the father makes a pres- 
ent, it is always done in the name of his 
eldest son, or if he has hone, in that of 
his daughter. The chiefs, frequently put- • 
chase their wives at the age of eight or ten, 
^ prevent their being engaged by others, 
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tfuQugh tfcey ^ »ot tak^ them from tS^ 

With regard to climate, the grater part 
of the spring, summer, and aMtiimi^^ h v^ry 
pleasant, the weather beitig at no time op;^ 
preasively hot, s^wl the winters uniCommoQ}]^ 
mild, for 80 h^h a latitude, at least as fai^ 
)^ nay experience went At Tasbeea anil 
Cooptee, where we pa^ed the coldest part 
of the season, the winter did not set in tilt 
late in December, nor have I ever known 
the ice, even on the fresh water ponds, more 
thieiri two or three inches in thtckness, or a 
ifnow exceeding four mches in depth, but 
what is wanting in snow, is amply made np 
iii tain, as I have frequently known it during 
the winter months, rain almost incessantly 
for five or six days in succession* 
% It was now past mid-summer, and tb^ 
bdpe)^ we had indulged of <^ur release, be- 
came daily, more faint, for though we tewi 
heard of no less than seven vessels on thjfe 
coast, yet none appeared inclined to venture 
to Nootka. The destruction of the Boston^ 
the largest, strongest, and best equipped ship,* 
with much the nmst valuable cargo of an^ 
ttlat had ever biaen fitted out for the Northf* 
Weifet trade, had inspired the commanders 
of others with a general dread of coming 
thither, lest they should share the same' fate; 
and though in the letter I wrote (imploring 
those who should receive them, to come to 
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imwUidt pi two uiii&ftvmmte Cbml^im 
ti^bo were sufierkig amoog heatbep) I $tated 
Ihe^ ca«i$eof the Boston's capture, and that 
i^0ce was not th^ least dang^ in coming Xq 
Kootka^ l^rovided they would loflow the di* 
tecUops 1 laid down, still I felt very little 
eBCOuragementy that any of these letters 
would come to hand^ when on the morniiig 
of the nineteenth of Joly^ a day that will be 
ever held by me in grateful remembrance, of 
fbe mercies of God, while I was employed 
with Thompson in forging daggers for the 
king, my ears . were 8aluted with the joyful 
sound of three camnon, and the cries of tb« 
inhabitants, exclaiming, Weena, weena-r 
Mamethlee— T^hat is, strangers — white men. 
Soon after several of our people, came 
running into the house, to inform me that a 
vessel under full sail was coming into thct 
harbour. Though my heart boanded with 
jpy, 1 repressed my feelings, and affecting to 
pay no attention to what was said, told 
Thompson to be on hii^ guard, and not betray 
any joy, as our release, and perhaps our Uves» 
depended on our cond4]Cting ourselves so 
as to induce the nativ^es to suppose we were 
not v^y anxious to leave them. We con* 
Itinued our work as if nothing had happened, 
9vhen in a few minutes after, Maquina came 
in, s^nd seeii^ uf at work, appeared much 
^prprised, ami asked me if I did not know 
l^btt a vessel had come. I miswered in a 
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careless, mmvm^ih^t it eras nothing toj|ft^ 

I replied tbat I cared very little about it, as 
I bad become reconciled to their mannqr oi 
living, and had no wish to go away. H^ 
tben told me, that be bad called a council 
of bis people respecting , us, and that we 
ipust leave off work, and be present ^t ft. , 

The men having assembled at Maquina's 
bouse, be asked them what was their opin- 
ion should be done with Thompson and myj 
self now a . vessel had arrived, and whether 
he had not better go on board himself^ to 
make a trade, and procure such articles ats 
were wanted. Each one of the tribe wbo 
wished, gave his opinion. Some were for 
putting us to death, and pretending tQ 
the strangers, that a different natiou bad cut 
off the Boston, while others, less barbar 
rous, were for sending us fifteen or twenty 
mil^s back into the country until the depajrtr 
ure of the vessel. These, . however, were 
the sentiments of the common people, the 
chiefs opposing our being put to death, qx 
injured, and several of them, among the 
most forward of whom , were Yealthlower 
and the youn^ chief, Tomuimmkinnish^^BT^ 
fnr inuiiecJiately releasing us ; but this,, if b^ 
could avoid it, by no means appeared to ac- 
conl with Maqtiina's wishers. 

Having nieotioned Toowinnakinnish,..t 
shnll briedy ob^serve, ihat he was a jfwuajg 
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^n '^fkbont twenty Ibreeyears ^Id, the on- 
'I^^on of T<r0peei^€N4ee, the dtdest and la&otst 
>dsj)ected t^hief of the^ tribe: His doiiiiall 
isjways iieen rertiarkably kindtittd friendly 
io me, and I bad in retiiTn frequently oiacfe 
^r ^bim daggers, cheetooTths, and other 
ffJings, in my best manner. He was one of 
theband^pBiea^t men iimong them, vety ami- 
able, and mn6b mtldet in hi« manners than 
any of the others, as well as tieater both in 
bis person and house, at least his apartment, 
Witbpnt eveti excepting 'Maquhia. 
^' With regard, however, to Maquina's go- 
in^ on board the vessel, which he discovered 
^strong inclthation to do, there tvas bnt one 
opinion, afl remonstrating Against it, telling 
Iiiraf thgt the captain woiild kill hith or keep 
liim a 'j^soner, in consequence of his bav* 
ibg destroyed our ship. When Maquioa 
*fcad heard |heir opinions, he told Ih^m that 
he was not aiVaid of being hurt from going 
on board the vessel, but that he would, how- 
ever, in that respect,' be guided by John, 
whom he had always found true. He' then 
turned to me, and ask6d me if I thought 
Ihere would be any danger in his going oii 
feoard. 1 answerea, that 1 was not surpiw- 
€d at the kdvic^ his people bad given 'fem», 
unacqrfarhted as they were with the niatf^ 
JCJers of the white' men, and judging tl^em 
W their own, but ,(f they had been with 
iHeitoHis miidb as ibadror ev^ biinslslf, they 

Q 
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wouid thiak vmry 4iffei^t : Ih^i ^hb,\hjii^ 
almost always ^xpeiiaiioed good a^r€iii|l 
.tr^atmeut'from tliQiB, nofhad h^ aiij;i^^|»Q^ 
to fear the contrary now, as tHey ii^yi^\^- 
tempted to harm those who did m&tii^^ 
them, and if he wi#hed to ^ oa board|^ he 
might do it, in my opinioo, with «^!D«#J^ 
After reflecting a few moments/he siUd, with 
macli apparent satisfik^tioQ, that if I would 
writer a letter to the.captain, telling him good 
of htm, that he had treated Thompson and 
luyself kindly since we had been with bii^ 
and to use him well, he wonjd go* At may 
readily be Supposed 4hat 1 felt mscb jay at 
this determination, but knowing that ^e 
least incantion might antiihibtte afi my hopctp 
of escape, I was careM not(omat»fest> it, 
and to treat his going ^r staying as a matter 
perfecdy indifTerent to me. I told btm thkt 
if he wished me to write such a leti^, llmd 
no objection, as it was the truths otherwise 
rcoiildnotbavedoneit . ,z:^h^ 

I Uien pro<^eeded to write tibe recomrnen- 
datory letter, which the reader will natural- 
ly imagine was of a somewhat different 
tenor from the one he had required ; for if 
dSeception is in any case warrantable, it was 
:tertainly so in a sitnation like ours, whfre 
l^e only chance of regaining tiiat fre^^0tu 
of which we ha^# been so.unjusdy de^ii^^^ 
depended upon it ; und I tnxst tbmt fetw, 
^ven of tite most rigid, wiU co»defl^«ie 
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Hrfth ^^eterity for nmkiog* use erf it, o» an 
t>c<^iiimi which aflforded me tbe only hope 
of never more beholding a Christian country,, 
and'^ei^ervitig myself, if not Irom death, at 
^feast from a life erf continued suffering. 
^^ The fetter which I wrote, was nearly in 
Ae following terms :— 

To Captam r^'T'^--^ — ^^ 



oftheBfig 



^;v- ft Sim 

j . THS b^artr of this Eetl«r is the Indian kiag bj ihe 

nsame^f Maqiuiziju He wad the instigator of tbe capture 

:^ dfi'tiie ftbip Bostop, of Qoatoo in North America, John Sal- 

,^ter:cfiptiaiV and of the murdei of twenty -five men of her 

TiAtWif'the two oofy. gtirvWors^belni^^Dow: on shore-r-Where- 

Jrfere I bo^e jmi. vill take cate to cfi»i^Bie>hiai a^ordiQg.to 

« bhn flievit«» (Mittiog io ypar dead lights, and kef ping so good 

> n wattb OTer M^ that he caooot escape from you. . By so 

doing we shall be able to obtain oux relea^ io the course 

of ftfew boars. ^... 

U JQBN R. JfiWIXT, ^rnmrer 

%: of the Boston, for himself and 

John Thompson, ^axUmaket of saUl ahip^ 

^: I have been asiced ho w I dared to write in 
>tifis manner : my miswer is, that6*om my l<?«g 
t^Mencc among these people^ I iinew that 
. I ha^ little toappreh^nd Ir^ tbe^ anger on 
/liaaring of their kings being cppfined^ wbite 
'^ey^ kmew his life depended uj^on my rer 
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lease, and that tboy waul4'S<^49i^r ha^a i^im 
up five hMndred white mea^ th^ hM#r h%d 
him injured^ TWs will w:v«f ta.expj^^ 
little apprebeQsion. I felt at tbeir jneiMM^Qfi^^ 
terwards, for otherwifiiei, &weet as lil^y w^ 
tp me, I should hardly h^veveatured on sf 
hazardous an expericpent. , , ,> 

On my giving the letter to Maquina, Jie 
asked me ta ex))kuQ it jto him* This I cUd • 
line by line, ashepointed them out with big 
finger, but in a sense very different Aronq^ th# 
real, giving liim to uuderstand that I b^ 
written tQ the captain, Jhsi^^^T^^ ba4b^^ 
kind tom^ since I bad been t^kk^a^by himf 
^dihsi^it was my wish that the csq»t^a^shou|4 
treat him aLC£;ordtngly,.aBd give bial.what^li^a* 
lasses, bisquit and rum ha want^ , Yl^ji^t 
had finished, placing hisjii^er in a «i%iu6* 
cant Jiiattn^ pn iny name at ti^e b^Uop, .a^ 
eyeing we w\th alook tliat seemed, 1^. n^id 
my inmost thouKhts^.ha said tpiiie^ 'l^ohii, 
you no lie?" Never 4|d lui^ieiigQ s^iab a 
scrutiny, or ever experience ^eater aj^ris-? 
hensious than! fiqlt at thatmom^t, w^)^ 
my destiny was suspended on thp sUightest 
thread, and the lea^M^ jnark of embarrass- 
ment on miq^, or suspicic^ o^, tr^^cb^y on 
his part, wonld probably jliave reud^re^ i^Jf 
life the sacrifice. Fwtuuately I mas ^bto 
to preserve ^y Qpmposur^,,.anfAwy I«»»^ 
painted in the Indian manner, which Maqui- 
na had since my marriage^ required of me, 
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prevented any change in my Qoi^tenance 
^ViyMb^g nofieed, mid I replied ivithcon- 
i^id'eflHbfe promptitude, looking at him in 
tdy tnrn, with alt tber. confidence I could 
liirttfc*, •* Wfcv do you ask me such a qtiies- 
tt[^,.Tyee ? nave you ever known me td 
lie r^ " Wo,^ ^* Then how can you sup- 

Eose I should tell you a lie itow, since I 
ive nev» done ifc.'' As I was speaking, 
he still continued looking at me with the 
tft«fh»epierdngeye, but q))serving notliing to 
eicffe^hi^ suspictbn, he told me that he be- 
lieved what I said was tnie, and that h^ 
W€«jld go on boanl, and gave orders to get 
ready Md c^tnoe. His chiefs again atteiDpt- 
ed to dissuade him, using every argument 
fbr that purpose, while his wives crowded 
Itround him, be^ng him on their knees, 
libt^^^o^ trusf hifuself with the white men. 
Fbrtiinately fortny companion and my«elf, 
so strong was his wish of going 6n hpard 
tibe vess^, Uiietthe was deaf to their solicita- 
tions^ and making rto other reply to them, 
than, ** John no lie," left the Itolise, taking 
ibur prime skins with hitn as a predrent to 
the captain. 

ScjMx^ely had tlie canoe put off, when he 
ordered his men to stop, afhd calling to nte, 
asked me if I did not want to go on board 
with him. Suspecting this as a question 
sn^rdy intended to ensnare' me, 1 replied 
q2 
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Aat I haii^no wisK* to do i^ not liaf ii^ t^^ 
iksire to ieate fbmn. * . i ,. 

On gbk^ on botfrd tii6 brig, Maqtdhttim^ 
mediately gate hkffredetitof skkw^aod^ifiy 
lettierlo the captain, whd cto^^adifig'il;^afliE« 
ed him intp the eabin^ wh^re he ga^to liiu 
some bisenit and a glassof -ruhi, at tbe^sa^e 
time, pmately directing hia mate to^^^ny 
trard, add return with fiteor siar of 43^ men 
armed. When they aj^pearedi theoi^ptmn 
told'Maqniiiit tha^he ww his'ptiaoner, aod 
should continue so, until <iie tw6 nua^ 
whom he knew to be ci)a shor^, were irebeas^ 
ed, ^t the sametim^ordefilig him to be put 
in ironrd, and the windows s^nrdd, whieh 
was instantly done, and a couple of ium 
placed as a'guanl over him. Maqnina iri» 
greiitly surprised aiid/teriifled at this Mieib{il' 
tioii ; 'heliowet^r, made no attempt* teresikli 
hut nequei^ted the captain to perai^ one^- 
liis nieft to come and ^e him. One of them 
Was accordingly called, and M^quina 4sai4 
gomething to him whidi the captain did niA 
understand, bnt'supposfed to be a« owi^rto 
rel^ise Us, when the man returning to the 
canoe, it was paddled off with th^ utmo^ 
expedition to the shore. As tfie cxaoe ap- 

{)f oached, the idhabitants, who had all cot- 
ected upon the beach^ manifested some tn^ 
easiness itt not seeing their king on boi^, 
biit wheu on itsitrri^al, they wwe told tilist 
the captain had made him a prisoner^ and 
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)t|Mf him ImA tptikc^ bi^d ^bauit liter ia tiMt 
letter^ tbey all both mec^aiui w«in^ wt i^ 

wndiNipcii Jhesb^if#:lUQ&^ many Inoa^if^ 
aawi^ipg. tbeir &oe8,> aM teeui^ 4ie bi^ 
ipi»a4fQK&om4beir he»dk^ 
?. fiMtm^ Ikej^ faiKl 4[>ea(^ aboirt m tbia^.maiwter 
fiiriBoipe tqoe^ tl^ inea raa totbeir h¥to for 
their fiieapo9S, ^ if prepariog to attack aii 
iatadtf^ .^D^xiy. ^ .whi^^ Maquiiia a wiv«? 
atnd UmreH ol tbe.Tramen^ easQie aramiil 
me, aod tbi'owing tbemsetviea on their kme^^ 
hedged Bie with^ tears to spare lii& life» w4 
SMtr^Bi-mk^ifif w^ kqf>t coD^ntly with 
BM, taki&g me by the band* ^Rept bitterly, 
aod joined his aotreatiefi^, ^eirs^ that I 
«iimild not let the vvbitein^ JuU, bis fatben 
hii^ tbeBi ii0t to :afl^M theinselvea* that 
Ma(|aiim's life waa in qo d||iagier, qor^would 
the l^Bast bunn be done to hiao«« 

The men were bo^wever^ ^xtret&ei^^s^H- 
|i^»ted witii me^ more^partimiiariy tbceom- 
mon pewlei ^bo €$ai»eirun|iii^ M tte m<99t 
janana i^nner towards . me. brandisbing 
iheir .weapoi4s»>and tbreati^ing to cut me in 
l>ia>(9a no bigger tbitu their tbnmb Eiail^. 
while others declared they w^d burn me 
alive x>ter a jk>w fire, saapends^ by my 
hee^f All this fury,, however, caused r ^ 
:fa«l little al<trm, as I felt convinced ti cy 
would not dare to e^e^te lyheir threats 
while the king was on hfmd the bjrig. The 
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cbiefs took^iio pairt in this viciieat conduct, 
but cam^ trnne^aAd enqoired tliereaiiiw^Hiy 
Maquimibad beentbo^ treated, and il^l^ 
capfcuB int^fided ta kiil fakn. I t»ldMiii»i 
tiikt if^^r would silence ibe pei>pk^^ *mi 
that I cauld he beard, I Wim}d raplain att 
tQ^em. -^They immcsdiaMypirtlft^tep: #0^ 
^noise^ when J .informed tbjecn^du^lb€r 
eaptaih in confiniQ^^Maquktat^had dme it oi 
his own accord, and only in order to-amafce 
tbem r^ease TboQip^cm' and myi^elf; as^he 
v^ knew we were witbthem^ a^ if;ftif 
w#iild do Ibs^ tb^i^ king wo»td reodvfi^nd 
^jury, but he well tnsated, ; atfaeriii^e^^btf 
trould be kept a prisoner. . As^manyoftbew 
did notappear to be sa^s^d with this, s^ 
began to repeat th^.4m)id«i:on8 thueate*^ 
Kill nae^ said 1 to tfaem, ifl it is y^mr^whlb^ 
^tiirewing opeti the bear skin which I' wo«^ 
here is isy br^st^ I am -onlyono^sonoBg tso^ 
many^ and can make no reststaace, bat unVmst 
you ^isb to see ydur king haogifig by 1m" 
mck to thatpol^tpointiog to tim yard ami 
of the brig, 3i^d the sailors Jring at bim with: 
bullets, yoci will not4o it O uo, was the^»i> 
eml cry, tha4 must nei^er be; but what must^ 
we do ? I told them that their best f^aa^ 
would be» to send Thompson on biiard, to de- 
sire the captain to use.Maquina welLtill^fdE: 
Was released, which would be soon. Tfak^ 
they were perfealy wiUiog to do, and I 4i* 
jetted Thompsoii to go on board. But be 
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^j^dQ^mi^fMtyingih^t be would n^ tctwe «0 
i^y^ie^with the sftrage&u I toM ftim Boi to 
W wfcder mnfy fesix for ine^ fiMr Hmt if Ireoiild. 
gttt Imoit^ff^ I ooufad mapage well ^ougbfot 
ttff^i^; ^md that 1 wid^ra faina imaiediateljr 
0tt S»^i% on bcuu*d the brjig;» tQsee tbe cap^ 
<IM tod requ^t bin» to keep Maqum ek«e 
i^l was MleaMd,:4tt I waaio do danger 
white he bad him s^fe* 

When I aaw ThompBOft off/ 1 asked^tba 
Miki?^ what the; iateaded to^do with me. 
Th4^/8aidi Iia^^mt talk to^ the c^tptam a^^iv 
m.aaa^erJbitter, and tell feaia tio let his hood 
oq«ae ,ea diora witli Maqnuiac and tiiat I 
^ibofitUd be i>eady tajuiapkito the bc^t at the 
sam^ttme Maquina should jomp cm shore, 
litold tfaeip that tbe captain, who knew that 
tbesr-bad kijied tny shi^miaj^s^ would neim 
tei^MaiaeB^o near the sbwe for fear tl^y 
iM^ld kill tbeH9 toD^ as ihejr w^ #o o^ircb 
iBorenum^oua, hot4:h^t if they would 9t^ 
loet aiij tbi^ee of dieir number to go with \^ 
mr in a canoe,^ whea we eatpe within bait, I 
c^akk dofiiire the cap^Mfi to s^d bis boat 
with, Maquina, to r^qeiYe me in^ excbapgo 
fwh^m. ; 

.This appeared to please them, and aft^f 
sg»me: wh^peiing among the chiefs, who 
fr4Hn what words I overheard, concluded 
tl]At if ti^ captain should refase to send 
bifi boa^witb Maquina, the three n^n would 
have no difficulty inbrio^ipgrne h^^k with 
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ikem, Ihey agreed to my (proposal; ai^ se^ 
lected three of their stoutest men to tdixvey 
me. Fortunately having been for sometiAie 
tatceusfomed to see me armed, and Aus]^%if^ 
ingno design on my part, they paid bo^ aft 
tention to the pistols that 1 had afc^t me. "^ 

As I^as going into the caiio^, Httte Saf- 
tet«sak-sH ^ho could ndt heanto part with 
ine, asked me, with an affecting snnplfcit)^, 
jsincer I wa« going away to leave him, if th^ 
white men would tiot let his father come oii 
shore; and not kilt him^ I told faitn hot 1^ 
be eopcerned; for that no one shoald%i^d/6 
his father, when taking an tifiectionate letfv^ 
of me, and again begging me not to let the 
v^hife men hurt bis father, he ran to e6mlbt|; 
his mother, who was at a little distanc^^ 
with the assurani^es I had given Mm. ^^^ 

On ^iteribg the canoe, 1 seaCed myself 4h 
the prow facing the three men, haV^ i^ 
terminedif it was practicable, from? th^ti^ 
iitent I found Maqtiina was Secured,' to gfet 
oA board thevessd befoire he was^^i^easef, 
looping by that mean^, to be enabled toofti- 
tain the restoration df what pr^r^ h^- 
longing to th^ fioi^ton, still remsdned id tfal 
|>osses#ion of the savages, which I tho^:^^ 
if it could be done, a duty d^at I owew ^ 
tiie owners. Wifli feelings of jof i^pot^ 
bte to be descrft^ed, did I qutt^n^ ^f^9^ 
ahore, Ifokffident now that notbitiig^ WdM 
tiiwartHjH^ escape^ or fNTdvetit the fejMiii^^il 
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po^H^M^ to convey and ga^ me, w^r^armr 
j^ ,m;^ nothiog but their paddles^ As Vf^ 
^^VPt^xmihrn bail of the brig, they. at opcg 
^9fa^sNp^ pfddjing, wJien presentiog my . fiih 
tok^i^t Iheiaa, I ordered them, instantly to ^ 
j^^ QT I would slioot 4he ^hole - of them. 
.j^ proceeding . so wholly ijnexpected, threw 
^^kfinii^^great const^i^atipn, and resuming 
|beir pad#eH« in a (ew n^teents, tamy iaexr 
jire^l^e delight, I once more fotuwl myself 
jdopg side of a Christian ship, a fa^ppioettB 
^)^i^ I, had almost defif)airea of f^?er again 
^fliJ9yi»g» AH Ibe crew crowded to th? sid* 
|^;see me^aa the canoe game up,jAnd mani- 
ff^tf^ mnchjoy at my safety. I immediat0- 
^, Wp^ on b(Mird, where I w^s welcomed 
by the c^tatn, Samnel Hill, of the brig 
^ydia of Boston^ who, congratulated me on 
^^ escape, informing ^me that he had ^e* 
i^^ed ijay. letter oftVKIa-iz-zart, from the 
phaef Madkee UlaCilla, who came off himself 
^Ihis C£^noe, to delii^cr it to him, on which b^ 
Immediately proceeded hither to aid me.^^ I 
returned hjifB my thanks in the besliiifanner 
if. 4X)uld /or his humanity, thou^ I hardly 
j^aew what I said, such was the agitated 
§t^^ of my f^iugs at Ibat moment, with 
joy Jor my escape, thankfulness to the Sn*- 
IHf^eme R&ing who had so mercifully pre»- 
pefved me, md gratitude to^ those whom he 
h$i^ rmdered iiuiitrumentaliaJ^deUf^^y^ 
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ttat I biM^ no doubt, tbat what "wWkwf 
strai^ dress, bdiig painted with fed HttiA 
blmck ^m head to foot, Ifatfaig a beiA^^^dii 
wrapped iBfroufid me, and my long ""^hafr, 
which I was not allowed toeat, faslenfed ^ 
the top of my head in aiai^ btfnefa, tHttfa 
sprig of green sprace, I must have af^jVeal^^ 
more tike one deranged than a rational ere^ 
lure, as captain HiH* afterwards t^d me, 
that he never saw any thin^Hi fheftirm 'of 
man, took so wild as 1 did when 1 first i;sttm 
onboard. 

The captain then aiiked me io^^fh^ Hislb- 
in. Inhere I iband Maquina in irons, vHtb'a 
guard over him. He looked veiy fibe^ariefio- 
ty, but on seeing me his countenance brighft- 
ened up, and he expressed his pleasure 'wift 
the welcorhe of ** Wocash Jc*n f wbcti 
faking him by the hand, I asked the captdin^V 
permissicHi to take offhis irems, a^nrtn^ bite 
that as I was with him, there-ifi^^s^ no dlli^r 
of his being in the 4east troublese^le. He 
accordingly consented, and I fella sitic»e 
pleasure in freeing from fetters, a man, Who, 
though he had^aused Wie death of ray poor 
comrades, had nevertheless, always prov^ 
my friend and protector, and whom I itad 
requested to be thus treated, only ^ith-a 
view of ^ecofing my liberty. Maqdtaa 
smiled and appeared ratleh ^ea^d at'ttiaa 
mark of iitt^ntion from me. -Whe^i Hi*d 
freed tfaeikingr^om his imm^ i^pfed^ U^U 
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««iah^ to learn the particQlars^Qjf pur cap- 
ture, observing that an accouBt of the de- 
ktroctioD of the ship ai%d hex crew bad beea 
liepeived at Boston before he sailed, but that 
noHa^ng more was known, except that .two 
lOf the men were Uving, for whose rescue 
the owners bad offered a liberal reward, and 
^at he had been able to get nothing out of 
the old man, whom the sailors had supplied 
so plentifclly with gr<^, as to bring him too 
much by the head to give any information. 

i gave him a correct statement of the 
^bole proceeding, together with tlie manner 
in which my life and that of ray comrade 
,haci been preserved. On hearing my story, 
be wa^ greatly irritated against Maquina, 
-and said he ought to be killed. I observed 
that however ill he might have acted in 
taking our ship, yet that it woold^ perhaps, 
be wrong to judge an uninfonned savage, 
with the same severity as a civilized person, 
who had the light of religion and the Jaw» 
of society to guide him. That Maquina's 
conduct in taking our ship, arose from an 
^ insult that he thought he had received from 
: captain Siftlter, and from the unjustifiable 
^ CQuductof some masters of vessels, who had 
-rpbbpdhim, and without provocation, killed 
.a number of his people. Besides that, a re- 
gard for the safety of others oi\ght to pre- 
%ent his being put to death, as I had lived 
' if^ enough witl^ these people tp know that 

R 
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revenge of an injury, is held sacred by tbem, 
and tbat they would not fail to retaliate^ 
should he kill their king, on the first vessel 
or boaffi crew that should give them an op^ 
ppttunity ; and that, though he might consider 
er executing him as but an act of justice, it 
would probably cost the lives of many Ainer^ 
icans. ' , 

The captain appeared to be convinced 
from what 1 said, of the impolicy of taking 
Maquina's life, and said that he would leave 
it wholly with me whether to spare or kifl 
him, as he was resolved to incur no censure 
in either case. I replied that 1 mbst certAtt- 
ly should never take the life of a man who 
had preserved mine, had I no other reason, 
but as there was some of the fioston*s pro^ 
erty still remaining on shore, I considered ft 
a duty that I owed to those who were inter- 
ested in that ship, to try to save it for them, 
and with that view I thought it would bp 
well to keep him on board till it was givab 
up. He concurred in this proposal, sayit^ 
if there was any of the property left, it mo»t 
certainly ought to be got. 

During this conversation Afaquina was 
in great anxiety; as from what English lie 
knew be perfectly comprehended the sutir 
ject of our deliberation ; constantly inter- 
Tup ting me to enquire what we had detel'- 
niined to do with him, what the captain ^^, 
if his life would be spared, and if I did m^ 
think that Tbompson would kill faigt/ I 
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pacified httu as well as I was abK by telHng 
him that he had nothibg to fear from the 
^l^ii^ that he would not be hurt, and that 
|E Thompson wished to kill him which was 
IKeiy probable, he would not be allowed to 
do it He would then remind roe that I viw> 
indebted to him for my life, and that 1 ought 
to do by him, as he had done by me. I as- 
JBuredhim that such was my intention, and I 
r^uested him to remain quiet, and not alarm 
Idmself, as no harm was intended hiro. But 
I. foynd it extremely difficult to convince 
him of this, as it accorded so littlq with the 
ideas of revenge entertained by theni. I told 
him however, that he raqst restore all the 
j^^irqperty still in his possession, belonging to 
^e sliip. This he was perfectly ready to do, 
happy to escapejjn. -such term?. -But as it 
was.naw past five, and too late for the arti- 
xjles to be collected, and brought off, I told 
him that he ipust content himself to remain 
Wk board with me that night, and in the 
iaorning he should be set on $bo(e as soon 
as the things were delivered. To this he 
agreed, on condition that I would remain 
with him in the cabin. I then went upon 
deck, and the canoe that brought me having 
oieea sent back, I hailed the inhabitaats, aod 
told them that their king had agreed to sta^ 
oiiboard till the next day ,^ when he ijBtoulcl r(^- 
jUirn, but that no canons must attem^pi; tj^ 
come. near |he y^el during the night, as 
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they woold be fired upon. Tbey ans^rec^i 
TVohOy woho — very well, very well 1 tfceii 
retunxBd to Maqoina, but so ^eat wer6 Hfe 
terrors, that be would not allow me tosleef^, 
constantly disturbing me with his questiom^ 
and repeating, " John, you know when yoa 
was alone, and more than five hundred men 
were your enemies, I was your friend, and 
prevented them from, p^ttin^ you and 
Thompson to death, and now I am in the 
power of your friends, you ought to do the 
same by me/' I assured him that hewoiiW 
be dj^tained on board no longer than tbe 
property was released, and that as soon asit 
was done, he would be set at liberty. 

At day break I hailed the natives, and 
told thett) that it was Maquina^s order ttiat 
they saould htm^xyS the cannon, and an- 
chors, and whatever remain^ Urith them of 
the cargo of the ship. Th«8 they s^t ab6ftt 
doing with the utmost expedition, transport- 
ing the cannon and anchors by lathing tq« 
gether two of their largest canoes, and cov- 
ering them with planks, and in the cbtirse 
of two hours, tjiey delivered every thitog on 
board that I could recollect, with Tbomp- 
sori's and my chest, containing the papers of 
the ship, &c.. . : ,i 

When every thing belonging to t||©f dhft^ 
had been restored,/ Maquina was perlBdilii 
to return in his canoe, which bad been wirt 
for him, with a present of Avhafskinsbi^llttd 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



W7 

e^l^eted, whteh were abopt ^jxty^ for the 
<^^^ain in acknowledgment of Jiiis having 
sqpiared his life and allowed hio) to depart yn- 
hurt ; such was also, the transport he felt 
^en captain Hill came into the cabin/ and 
told him that he was at liberty to go, that 
4be threw off his mantle, which consisted pf 
four of the very best skins, anfi g^^e it 
tp him, as a mark of his gratitude^ in re- 
turn for which, the captain presented him 
^ith a new great coat and hatj with which he 
appeared much delighted. The captain 
tk^n desired me to inform him that he shouM 
^^etpra to that part of the coa<$t in Novem- 
ber, and that he wished him to keep what 
,$kins be should get, which he would buy of 
^Jllfp. This Maquina promised, saying to me 
at the same time, " John,- you know I shall 
be then at Tashees, Imt when you come make 
#pw?, which means, fire a gun to let me know, 
nod 1 will come do^wn." When became to 
the side of the brig, he«shook ine o^H^dially 
by the baud, and t()ld me that h/^hoped I 
wif>uld com^ to^ see him agaia? in a big ship, 
add brin^iaucb plenty of Wankets, biscuit, 
molasses and rum, for him and bis son who 
h>¥ed me a great deal, and tli^t he would 
keep all'the furs he got for n*e/ observing at 
the sKme time, that he should never more 
take a^ letter of recommendation from^ any 
one, or ever trust himself on board a vessel 
unless I was there. Then grasping both my 
handsi with much emotion, while the tears^ 
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trickled down ki9 cheeks, it^badette 

well, aQ(|..9t^t ioto the canoe, which iiiH»e* i 

djat^ly paddled him oa shore. itj ^ 

NotwitbstaadJQg my joy at my deli«ert ^ 
ance, and the pleasing anticipation I felt of :^ 
once more beholding acidlized country, and r 
again being permitted to offer up my devo» " 
tiona in a, Christian cburchj I could act . 
avoid experiencing & .painful sengation on : 
parting with this savs^e chief, who had pre^ ^ 
served my life, and in general tre^ed .ma'^ 
with kindneiss, ^nd consideri^ th«^r ideast 
and manners, much better thsui could haare^^: 
been expeet^ ' ^ ' 

My pleasure was also greatly damped by 
an unfortuniate accident that occurred tOii 
Too winnakkinish. That interest!^ yom^: i 
ehief had come on board in the first eanc^ 
in the morning, anxious to see and com^rt 
his king, IJe was received with miK^h khid-> 
ness by captain Hill, from the favourabteifc&* 
count I gave of him, and invited to remain: 
on boarC As the muskets were delivered 
he was io4he cabin with Maquina, where waa ^ 
also the eaptai^^ who on receiving tbtm, 
snapped a i^imber in order to try the loqks^ 
unl^inkily om of them happened to be loadr ■ 
ed with fiwan shot, and going ofl^ disalmrg^ v 
ed its contents mtQ the body of poor Tmin % 
winnakinnisb, who was sittipgyopposite^ >68fc(f 
hearing the report, 1 instantly ran into- 
cabin, where I fopnd hiip weUering^ ' 
bloody witk U^e CApt«i9 who w^a gr 
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sbocked attfie accident, eadeaVotiriti^ to as<- 
sist Mm. We raised hira up, and did every 
thing in Qur power to aid and cowlhvt him, 
telling him that we felt much griefed at his 
misfortune, and that it was wholly nninten^ 
tio^a), this he told me he was perfectly satis^ 
fied of, and while we dressed and bound up 
his wodnds in the best manner we couki, he 
bore the pain with great calmness, and bid- 
ding me farewell, w^is put on board one of 
the canoes, and taken on shore, where after 
languishing a few days, he expired. To me, 
his misfortone was a source of much afflic^ 
tion, as he had no share in the massacre of 
our crew, was of a most amiable character,, 
and had always treated me with the greatesi 
kii^dness and hospitaHty. 

The Brig being under weigh, immediately 
on MaqMina^ quittiug us^ vre proceeded to, 
the^ northwardi constantly keeping the shore 
in sight, and touching at various places for 
the purpose of trading. 

Having already e:s;ceeded the> bounds I 
had prescribed myself, I shall* not attempt 
any account of our voyage upon the coast,, 
or a description of the various nations we 
met with in the course of if, among whoni; 
were a people of a Very singular appenrance,^ 
called by the sailors the Wooden-l^, They 
have many s»kkis^ and the trade is principaU 
ly managed by tHeif women, who are not on- 
ly ejcpert in making a Bai^aiui but Ureas 
dexterous in the mana^ment of their ca- 
lM)es, as the men are elsewhere. 
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After a:pei4od of nearly fourmoii^'fro^' 
our leaving Nootka, we rekirned frpnr tb^ 
northward to Columbia river, for the p^ 
pose of procuring masts, &c. for our brig;; 
which had suffered considerably in her spafi 
during a gale of wind. We proceeded sbif^ 
ten miles up the river, to a sniiall Indktn Vi^ 
lage, where we heard from the inhabitant!^ 
that Captains Clark and Le wii^, from the Unit« 
ed States of America, had been there about 
a fortnight before, on their journy over-land, 
and had left several medals with them, wbieh 
they shewed us. The river at this place, is 
of considerable breadth, and both sides of it 
from its entrance, covered with forests of 
tlie very finest pine timber, fir and sproc^ 
interspersed with Indian settlements. Rem 
after providing ourselves with spars, we sail- 
ed for Nootka, where we arrived in the latter 
part of November. The tribe being abs^irt^ 
the agreed signal was given, by firing a ca^ 
non, and in a few hours after a canoe appeai& 
^, which landed at the village^ and putting 
the kmg on shore, came off to the brjg.-^ 
j^nquiry was immediately made by Kinne^ 
climmits, who was one of the three men id 
the canoe, if John was there, as thektngliad 
i^ome skins to sell them if he was. i tbi^ 
went forward and invited them on b(misc^ 
with which they readily ccnnplied, tdibg 
me that. Maq^nina had a numbar ol^ stlte 
with him, but that he would not eofiMKW: 
]^P3jd upjess I would go m shore for hkii^^ 
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Tbis 1 agreed to provided tiiey would re^ 
Siaia in the brig in the mean time. To ibi$ 
tbey consented, and the captain takii^ tl^m 
J9to tbe cabin» treated tbem with bread anq 
Siolassea. I tben went on shor^ the canoe» 
pc4«l^i thstanding the remonstrances of Thoinpr 
fi^a and the captain, who, though he wanted 
pae skins, advised me by no means to put my^ 
self in Maquina's power ; but I assured hini 
that I hail no fear as long as those men were 
on board. As I landed Maquina came up 
and welcomed me with much joy : on enqui* 
ring for the men, I told him that they were 
to remain till my return. " Ah John,*" said 
he, *^ I see you are afraid to trust me, but if 
they had come with you, I should not have 
bui^you, though I should have takep good 
care not to let you go on board of apother 
vessel." He then took his cliest of skjnv, 
find stepping into the canoe, ] paddled him 
along-side the brig, where he was received 
and treated by Capt. Hill with the greatest 
loordiality, who bought of him. hJ5 skins. 
He, left us much pleased with his reception, 
enquiring of me how many moons it woulif 
be before I should come back again to see 
bin) and his son, who had begged him hard to 
let him come with him to see me : saying, that 
lie would keep all his fiirs for me, and that as 
soon as my fK>n, who was then about five 
months old, was of a suitable age to take 
from his mothf^r, he would sendfor him, and 
take care of him as his owUf 
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As soon as Maquipa had quitted Qs^ .i^<^ 
got under weigh, and stood agaij;i4o^^<|. 
norUiward. ' We continued on tTtve cip^^4£t^ 
till the eleventh of Augustjl806, when teivi^g 
completed oor trade, we sailed for Chiciisigi 
to the great joy of all oiir cr€W, and partiaib 
ferly so to roe. With a degree of ss^tiis^ic^ 
tibn that 1 can ill express, did! quit a 0)9^^ 
to which I wsfs f^otved nothing shpnlda^ 
tempt roe to return, and as the tops oi^^)^ 
mountains sunk in the blue waves of opeaf} 
I seemed to feel my heart lightened 9?^^ 
oppressive load. ^j.j ^? ^i 

We had a prosperous passage to ChiJM^r 
arriving at Macao in December, fro^^ 
wheoce the brig proceeded to Canton. IC^i}^ 
I had the good fortune to meet a townsgifM^ 
and an old acquaintance, in the mate of ai^ 
English £ast-lndiaman, named John Hil)| 
whose father a wealthy merchant in Hull^ i|^ 
tbfe Baltic trade, was a nei^t door neighboWj 
to mine. Shortly after our arrival, ti^cap^ 
tain Ji>eing on boatd of the^EhgUsh ship^^ wd 
mentioning his having had the good fortuof^- 
"to liberate two men of the Boston's cr(^^f 
from the savages, and that one of them v?^ 
named Jewitt, my former acquaintance ixnn^l 
diately came on board the brig to see m^...^ 
" Words can ill express my feelings on sij^-f^ 
inl^ him. Circumstanced as I was, aQ^n^; 
persoBfs w^io were entire sti^ngers tp.<|^^ 
to meet thus in a foreign land, with obie he^ 
tV^e^n wf^ni and '&y self, " a considerable in- 
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tiinacy had subBisted, wasja pleasure that 
fhose alone who have been in a similar situ- 
ation caih properly estimate. He appe^^red 
on bis part, no less happy to see me> whom 
he supposed to be dead, as the accoi^nt. of 
c^r capture had been ret^ived in England 
sbfit^ thne before his sailing, and all my. 
^ends supposed me to have been murder- 
ed. From this young man, I received every 
attention and aid, that a feeling; heart, inter- 
ested in the fate of another, could confer* 
He supplied me with a new suit of clothes, 
ibd aL hat, a small sum of money for my ne- 
cessarv expences, and a number of little ^r- 
tfi^es for sea-stores on my voyage to Ameri 
6k. J also gave him a letter for ray father, 
ift^^fhich I mentioned my wonderful preser- 
\%tlOti, and escape, through the humanity of 
captain Hill, with whom I should return to 
Boston. This letter he enclosed to ^ fath- 
er, by a ship that was just sailing, in conse- 
quence of which it was received much ear- 
Kef than it otherwise would have been* 

We left China in February, 1807, and af- 
tfer a pleasant voyage of one hundred aodJa 
fourteen days, arrived at Boston. My feel- 
ings on once more finding myself in a Chris- 
tian country, among a people speaking the 
same language with myself, may be more rea- 
dily conceiv^ than expressed . In the Post- 
Office in that place, I found a letter far me 
from my mother, acknowled^ng the receipt 
of mine from China^ expfessiii^ tt|(9|p^ joy 
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Df my fkmily on hearing of my being aHv6 
and well, whom they had for a long timegiv- 
fen up /or dead, and requesting me to write 
to them on receiving her letter, which I ac* 
cordingly did. While in Boston, I was 
treated with much kindness ^and hospitality 
by the owners of the ship Boston, Messrs. 
Francis and Thomas Amory of that place, 
to whom I feel myself under great obliga- 
tious for their goodness to me, and the assis- 
t£lnce which they sojeadily afforded a stran- 
ger in distress. 



WAR-SONG OP THE NOOTKA TRIBB. 

'Commenting -with a chorus repeated at the end of each Ut^ 
Hah-yee hah yar har, he yar hah. 
le yie ee yah har — ee yie hah. 
le yap ce yap hah — ee yap hah. 
le yap ee I yar yar hah — le yap ee yee yah ! 

i.yt ma hi-chill at-sish Kla-ha — Ha-ye-hab. 
^Ic nok ap parts-arsh waw — ^le yie-yar. 
Waw-hoo naks sap hasch — ^Yar-hkh. I-yap hce I-yaf . 
Waw hoo naks ap hasch yak-queets sish ni-ese, 
Waw hap. Hie yee ah -hah. 
Repeated ovep and over with geitures and bratidishing of 
^weapons. 

NOTE. 

Je-yee ma hi-chiU, signifies. Ye do not know. It appears to 
"he a poetical mode of expression, the comitton one fbr you do 
^Ot know, being, JVih-lntm-atath / from this, it would seem 
•that they have two languages, one foP their songs and another 
fop common use. The ^neral meaning of this first song ap* 
pears to be, Ye little k?icw ye men of Klahar, what valiant 
^arriors we are. Poorly can bur foes contend with ais, when 
we bome with oar daggers, &(S. 

The Nootkians have no son^s of a historical nature, aor4tf 
^t^]p,a]^F^Atr.to have any tradition. respeoUog their orif^in. 

. JBkdl^ ike Second Edition. 
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